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S C H O O L V ALU E S
Be Resilient
Be Kind
Be Responsible

Be Respectful

2020 Monday 20th July
What a great first week back at school. All of our classes settled back into school routines very
well and teachers really enjoyed seeing all of the enthusiastic and smiling faces of our
students.
It was my pleasure to be in the P/1 room on Tuesday and Wednesday with Miss B out of the
school and I was super impressed with the resilience, respect, responsibility and kindness
shown by all of the students. Everyone knew what the classroom routines and structures
were and worked hard to help each other through the day. It was pleasing to see the progress
made since the beginning of the school year. One of the things the students were working on
was ‘what makes a good friend?’. Everyone was able to share some ideas around this concept
and could easily list 4-5 things that made a good friend. One of the key words that came
through was ‘Kindness’. This is extremely important during these times in our community.
Being kind to each other and dealing with people in a kind and caring manner. We never know
what is going on in the lives of others, so it is important to consider this when dealing with
people. Well done to our P/1 class for identifying the importance of being kind to one another.
It was also great to hear the students say that being kind is one thing that makes Miss B ‘legit
awesome’.

While on our school values and wellbeing. Our classes participate in Respectful relationships
sessions each week. This program covers a range of social and emotional topics, including;
how to deal with emotions, how to problem solve, how to manage things like anxiety and
stress in our lives and a lot more. Our newsletter will keep you informed of what students are
speaking about in class in Respectful Relationships and you may be able to continue these
conversations at home. The 456 class were speaking about ‘Stress’ this week. What it is and
what causes it and how we might go about dealing with it. It could be an interesting
conversation for families at home during these uncertain times. What effect does social media
have on our kids at home? What effect is the current situation having on the kids? How we
speak with our kids at home might also be a trigger for stress and anxiety. Worth having a
conversation when you get a chance.

Thanks to our school community for your continued patience and flexibility during these unusual
times. Unfortunately across the State things aren’t getting much better but at the time of writing, we
are still at the same restrictions including no adults on site unless for one of the essential reasons
listed on our posters at the front gate. This is to minimise any risk of transmission amongst adults in
our school community.
So it is important for adults to remember;
Adults should not be coming into the school grounds, other than for an essential reason. Please
ring ahead to make arrangements if this is required. Some staff will be able to come outside to
discuss things with you if necessary.
If your child is late or needs to go early, staff are able to come out to the front gate for this to
occur. Please just call the school number 54396366.
When picking up students at the end of the day, please do not congregate in groups. It is also
important to keep our entry and exit gates clear and not to be on standing on the road when
collecting students. Adults can stand just inside our back gate near the CFA shed to collect
children – just remember to socially distance.
Illness
This still remains one of key guidelines for all schools. If your child is showing signs of illness they do
need to stay at home. If the illness if prolonged, it is important to seek medical advice.

It is really important that your child has a drink bottle at school each day. School drink taps are still
out of action.
Foundation 2021
Unfortunately we still cannot have on site information sessions or school tours with the current
restrictions. Enrolment forms for 2021 can be handed in at any time, however if you know you have a
child starting at Eppalock PS next year, it does help with our planning if the forms are submitted
sooner rather than later. If you know of another family outside our school community who would like
some information, please get them to contact the school on 55396366 or even my email
jason.oneill@education.vic.gov.au

House Points & Awards & School Values
It was great to work in the P/1 room last week and give out some House points for showing our School
Values. What was even more pleasing was that the students were able to nominate each other and
clearly explain why others should get House points. Our updated House Pints totals are;

Bunjil 263

Yulawil

273

Watjarang

243

Long Service Leave
A reminder that Marie is away on Long Service Leave this term and is being replaced by Nikki.

Pick up & Drop off changes

With restrictions still in place, and with ongoing discussion around our parking spaces, we will be
taking this opportunity to ‘trial’ some new pick up and drop off processes from today. You may have
seen some new signage in our car park areas today. Please don’t worry if you didn’t quite get it right,
we will have staff helping to direct cars in the afternoons. We have included a bird’s eye visual in the
newsletter today so that over the next few days everyone understands the new areas. This has
become more necessary with our increased enrolments and car traffic in the past couple of years.

Please take the time to look at the map and ask any questions if you need to. Please also pass this
onto other family members who might be picking up or dropping off students at any time.

Drive through area.

This is already being used successfully by a couple of cars each afternoon. The intention is to use the
gravel track alongside the water tanks as a drive thru drop off and pick up point each day. It will
have a staff member on duty there in the afternoon from today. Students must only get in and out
of the car when you are at the front of the line. This is most important. For this to work efficiently
parents should stay in the car and not have to get out to help with bags and organisation. For
safety, students should get in and out of the car from the passenger side of the car so that they are
not going around any vehicles. If you notice that that drive thru system is full (should rarely
happen), you will need to use one of our other options for safety.
For short parking needs (up to 5 mins only), families can use the parks on the school side of the
road. This should be for families that can get in and out of the car reasonably quickly with minimal
parent interaction. We recommend that students get in the cars from the passenger side if using
this system. Adults are able to get out of the car to quickly help the students get in if required.
Staff are now parking in the CFA parking area which will allow families who require longer parking
needs to park across the road from our main gate. If you are using this method you need to ensure
that your child does not cross the road themselves. Parents who do need to stand and wait for their
child to help them across the road or to the car, should stand inside the back gate of the school
where the CFA shed is. There is more room there to socially distance and most importantly you are
not standing on the road amongst moving traffic.
During our busiest times it is important that cars are not attempting u -turns at the front area of our
school down to Axe Creek Road. It is also important that cars are not parking on the side of the road
from our main gate down to Axe Creek road, as this will make it difficult for our drive thru system to
function. Cars will be able to turn right out of the drive thru system.
Always be aware of the bus times of 8:40am -8:50am and 3:10-3:20. In the afternoon we will still
bring students out a few minutes earlier, however it is quite ok for families to arrive between 3:20 3:30pm during these times to help ease any congestion.
Please discuss this all with your children at home and explain to them what your pick up and drop off
procedure will be. If you are going to use the drive thru system, they will need to know this and be
waiting with the staff member at the oval area. If it is raining heavily at pick up times the drive thru
area may work a bit slower, so we ask for your understanding during those times.

If your family can use the bus each day, please try and do this where possible.

Virtual Assembly
We held a virtual assembly today at 2:30pm and will aim to continue this time for the next few
weeks while the current restrictions are in place. This will maximise student learning time in the
morning session and it may allow those parents working from home to tune into the webex and then
jump in the car to come and pick up students from school. This time is just a trial to see how it goes.

IMPORTANT DATES
July
Wednesday 29th Marc Van

Resources for your health
Covid 19 continues to alter the way we are living at the moment. It is important that adults are looking after themselves
so that they can continue to look after and support their children at home through this unusual times. The resources
below will continue to be included in our newsletter so that families are aware of organisations that they can reach out
to for help. We encourage our whole school community to follow the community guidelines to ensure everyone remains
safe and healthy.
The following external resources are available to support your mental health and wellbeing:
Headspace – for family and friends
Beyondblue – COVID19

Lifeline – Mental health and wellbeing during the COVID-19 outbreak
A D D IT IO N AL RE SO U RC E S
To share with children and young people
headspace – how to cope with stress related to Novel Coronavirus
ReachOut – coping during the coronavirus

For up-to-date information and advice on coronavirus (COVID-19), visit:
DET coronavirus website
DHHS coronavirus website

Oh no….we have had a thief at EPS!
Who stole the cupcakes from the
cupcake stand?
The children have observed the crime
scene, labelled and collected evidence
and narrowed down our suspects using
open questioning.
Who could it have been?
Stay tuned for updates from our
STEM Super Sleuths...

Fun Languages for Kids
Play-based, fun language lessons
for pre-schoolers (2-5yrs) and
primary kids (5-12yrs).
We are running them online at
the moment $10 per class for
Eppalock kids. Beginner level.
Games, songs & fun activities.
Choose from French, Chinese or
Auslan. Fabulous teachers and
you get vocab resources, taped
classes for watching back and
have lots of laughs!
Email Sal: sal.symes@gmail.com
If you are a part of our school community and would like to advertise your business or side
hobby (Tupperware etc) in the newsletter over the next few weeks please send an email to :

nicole.mannes2@education.vic.gov.au
with details of your business or a copy of your business card.

Bendigo Party Assistants.

Small family owned and operated
business.
Birthday parties,
Engagements, Weddings, Funerals,
Sporting Nights,
Christmas

Need help with streamlining your business reporting,
making sense of data, or developing a strategic plan
for your business?
With over 10 years experience in management
practices and a passion for transforming data into
strategic solutions to grow your profit, Cameron can
help improve efficiencies in your business, giving you
more time for more important things like family
time.
0408 432 423
bridgesdataconsulting@gmail.com

Parent’s Club update JULY 2020
Recycle for Eppalock Primary
Thank you to those already saving your cans for Eppalock Primary school.

We will be transporting the collected cans for cash, later.
Thankyou to the Petrie family who donated the green bins for our can collection.
These bins are located just inside the double gates up near the CFA shed.
We are asking that any cans/bottles please be left in the boxes or bags when being
placed in these bins so that we can get them out easier.
Thank-you.

Parent Club Meeting
Postponed for now, we will review parent club meetings as we get the updates for the
Covid-19 restrictions.
Firewood Fundraiser
The firewood wood fundraiser is going well. There is still plenty of wood left so if you
know anyone that has a fire make sure you let them know about our fundraiser.

BIRD CAGE
We have a bird
cage that we no
longer need. If
anyone would like
to offer a donation
to the school for it
please contact
Alicia or Jason. Its
not in perfect condition so may need
a little bit of work
done to it.

