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S C H O O L V ALU E S
Be Resilient

Be Kind
Be Responsible
Be Respectful

2020 Monday 18th May

“In a world where you can be anything, be kind.” — Jennifer Dukes Lee
“Don’t let what you cannot do interfere with what you can do.” — John Wooden

“Learn from yesterday. Live for today. Hope for tomorrow.” – Albert Einstein

“Whether You Think You Can Or Think You Can’t, You’re Right.” – Henry Ford
“Develop An ‘Attitude Of Gratitude’. Say Thank You To Everyone You Meet For
Everything They Do For You.” – Brian Tracy
“Coming together is a beginning; keeping together is progress; working together is success.”
Edward Everett Hale
“Optimism is the faith that leads to achievement. Nothing can be done without hope
and confidence.” – Helen Keller

“Though no one can go back and make a brand-new start, anyone can start from now and
make a brand-new ending.” – Carl Bard
“However difficult life may seem, there is always something you can do and succeed at.” –
Stephen Hawking
“Perseverance is the hard work you do after you get tired of doing the hard work you
already did.” – Newt Gingrich

“Your positive action combined with positive thinking results in success.” – Shiv Khera
“Life is a grindstone. Whether it grinds you down or polishes you up is for you alone to
decide.” – Cavett Robert
I usually work from the previous newsletter and when I opened up the newsletter from last week and saw the
inspirational quotes – I didn’t want to remove them, so have left them for another week. I actually enjoyed
revisiting them, I hope you have been able to take some time to read them and think about their meaning. Even
take the time to discuss some of them with your children, if they are old enough. Most were chosen specifically
in relation to our current environment so could be good discussion starters around the dinner table about
Resilience, problem solving and how we face challenges in life.

Most of you would be aware of the return to school plan announced by Daniel Andrews last week. Our F-2
(Foundation – Grade 2) students will return to school on Tuesday the 26 th of May with our 3-6 students
returning on Tuesday the 9 th of June (Monday 8th is the Queen’s Birthday public holiday). It is important to
note that Monday the 25th of May is a Pupil Free Curriculum Day set by the Minister for all schools across
Victoria. No students at all to be at school on that day. This day is set aside for staff to set up for the return to
school. Today and tomorrow, Miss B, Miss S and myself will touch base with families in F-2 to confirm
arrangements for the first day back. More detailed information will be sent out to all families in regards to
some of the protocols and processes we will have in place to minimise risk across the school community. This
may include information about drop off and pick up times, how we will structure our break times and student
movement around the school. Things will look a little different to normal to ensure we are following
Department recommendations and guidelines. We thank you for your continued support, patience and
understanding as we adjust to the current environment.
Staff picked out a few more awards for last week and it was great they were able to announce these at our
virtual assembly last week. Congratulations to;

Charlie M, Liam and Chloe

We didn’t have any parent questions for my proposed parent information session – which I take as a good
thing as it means families didn’t have any burning concerns or queries. If you have a question at home, please
don’t hesitate to give me a call at school to clarify. Each year schools undertake Student ‘Attitudes to School’
surveys and Parent surveys. This year DET are asking school communities to reflect on the Remote Learning
situation as part of that process. In the coming weeks students and parents at Eppalock PS will be asked to
participate in a survey regarding this. Please take the time to complete the survey as it provides valuable
feedback to the school and DET. Information about how to participate in the survey will be sent out soon.
2021 Foundation Enrolments
We will have information in regards to our 2021 Foundation enrolments on our website and Facebook pages
this week. If you know of any friends/families that are interested in our school for next year, please direct
them to make contact with me at a time that suits them. They can either make contact through the school on
54396366 or via my email jason.oneill@education.vic.gov.au. Direct contact with myself to answer any
questions is the best method for our small school process.
Virtual Assembly

There will be no virtual assembly on Monday 25 th May due to the Pupil Free Day and our last Webex Virtual
Assembly will be held on Monday the 1 st of June, hosted by our School Captains. This assembly will most likely
look a little different again due to our F-2 students being on site at school. Once students are all back at school
we will look at a different way again to get some of our regular announcements out to community.

Webex Meetings
Another reminder about any Webex Meetings for the last few weeks. These have been a great way for students
to stay connected with their teachers and peers. It was a pleasure to watch the 456 group participating in a Friday
Quiz with Mr Mc and having some fun with some random questions using Kahoot. I would like to thank and
acknowledge all staff across the school for their willingness and creativity in organising these sessions and quickly
upskilling themselves in this new technology. Thanks also to our students for the way they have conducted
themselves during these sessions and to our parents who have made the effort to set up technology at home to
help make this happen. Well done all.
Tong has continued to run his Chinese sessions on a Tuesday morning and has done a great job. He has also
provided some hard copy materials again this week for students who would like to do some extra Chinese work.
If you are interested in doing the Chinese sessions the times are included again here;
The session times are 900-920 Prep/One, 930-950 Grade 2/3, 1000-1020 Grade 456 and 1030-1050 for an
advanced session. The meeting number is 573 737 235. These are voluntary sessions. You will need Tong’s
meeting number.

PARENT/ADULT ON SITE ACCESS
One of the important guidelines with students returning to school is that adults should not come into the school
grounds unless it is essential. We will require students to be dropped off or walked to one of our entry points at
the start of the school day. We will have staff at these points to meet students in the first few weeks of return to
assist our younger students returning. Our bus service will run as normal and we encourage families to make use
of this where they can. At the end of the school day we again ask that families do not come on site and instead
make arrangements to meet your child at one of the exit points which we will communicate with you in the
coming days. This process is all about risk minimisation for adults. If anyone has any questions or concerns about
this process I would be happy to clarify this in person with you if required. We again thank you for your support
with some of these changes to normal routine.
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This situation can be stressful – regardless of your age. To look after the people you love, you also need to look
after yourself.
The following external resources are available to support your mental health and wellbeing:

Headspace – for family and friends
Beyondblue – COVID19
Lifeline – Mental health and wellbeing during the COVID-19 outbreak

A D D IT IO N AL RE SO U RC E S
To support you when talking to your child about the current situation.
Raising Children Network – Coronavirus (COVID-19) and children in Australia
Emerging Minds – supporting children during the coronavirus outbreak
KidsHealth – Coronavirus (COVID-19): How to Talk to Your Child

eSafety Office – COVID-19: an online safety kit for parents and carers
To share with children and young people
headspace – how to cope with stress related to Novel Coronavirus

ReachOut – coping during the coronavirus
For up-to-date information and advice on coronavirus (COVID-19), visit:
DET coronavirus website
DHHS coronavirus website

IMPORTANT DATES
May
Tuesday

19th

Chinese Webex

9am-Prep/1
9.30am– 2/3

10am—4/5/6
10.30—Advanced
Monday

25th

Pupil free day

Tuesday

26th Return and collect 3-6 students work 9am-11am
P-2 Students return to school
Chinese Webex

Wednesday 27th MARC Van Activity—Story Box Library 11am

June
Monday

1st

Return and collect 3-6 students work 9am-11am
Last Webex Assembly 1-1.30pm

Tuesday

2nd Chinese Webex

Monday

8th

Queens Birthday Holiday—Pupil free day

Tuesday

9th

3-6 Students return to school

•

Please check uEducateUs for login codes for Webex meetings

JACOB— I have enjoyed playtime, class dojo and prodigy.
CONNOR—I have enjoyed eating anything for lunch.
MAX— I like home schooling because I get to see my Mum —me and Mum like home schooling!

MIEKA & PIP— We enjoyed more time with Mum and Dad, having more time to do things like
woodworking and playing in the bush.
NED—-Spending more time outside and doing more P.E. than I would at school.
BILLY—Home schooling has been fun because I get to play out side lots.
HAMISH— I enjoy the quiet and being able to do whatever work I want when I want to.
FRANKIE— I have enjoyed being with family.
WILL—Playing on the Zip line and using my slingshot and bow and arrow in my school breaks.
LEXI—I like home schooling because my Mum and Dad are home too.
CHARLIE.M—- I liked making the hut and obstacle course for living green.

APRIL & ZAK— We have liked being able to stay in our PJ’s all day and can start school while eating
our breaky.
MIKAYLAH—I liked being able to jumble up the order of my school work.
JAIDEN—I enjoyed doing my worksheets.
MILLER— I have enjoyed not having as many distractions at home so I can get my work done in
peace.

FINNEGAN—Nothing, Its been the worst 9 weeks of my life!
EDDIE—I love my school at home because it finishes at 2pm.
XAVIER—I have loved being home schooled as I have got to help out around the farm a lot more.
Also because I have been doing my work when I want, sometimes of an evening but mostly in the
morning and I like that Zac has been helping me as well.

LISELLE—I liked working from the comfort of home and being able to sleep in. I liked being able to
ride my bike in my breaks and being able to make lots of different things for lunch.

JACOB—I’m looking forward to catching up with my friends.
CONNOR— I’m looking forward to building base again.
MAX—I’m looking forward to seeing my teachers and friends and learning.

MIEKA & PIP— We are looking forward to seeing our friends.
NED— Seeing my friends again and I’m looking forward to doing ICT with Miss B and PE with Mr Mac.
BILLY— I’m excited to see my teacher Miss B.
HAMISH— I’m looking forward to seeing my friends.
FRANKIE—I’m looking forward to seeing my friends and Miss Sherwell.
WILL—I’m looking forward to seeing my mates.
LEXI— I’m looking forward to seeing the chickens and the rooster.
CHARLIE.M—I’m looking forward to seeing the new undercover area and playing in the sand pit with
my friends.

APRIL & ZAK—We are looking forward to seeing all the new stuff at school.
MILAYLAH—I’m looking forward to seeing my friends and teachers.
JAIDEN—Looking forward to seeing my friends and Miss B.
CAILEB—I just want to get back to school!
MILLER— I’m really looking forward to seeing my friends, I miss them so much!
FINNEGAN—I’m looking forward to being at school with my friends and TEACHERS!!!
EDDIE—I’m looking forward to seeing my friends and Mr Mac.

XAVIER—I’m looking forward to going back to see my mates and Mr Mac.
LISELLE—I’m looking forward to seeing my friends and teachers, especially Mr Mac who knows lots
more about maths than Grandma.

Fun Languages for Kids
Play-based, fun language lessons
for pre-schoolers (2-5yrs) and
primary kids (5-12yrs).
We are running them online at
the moment $10 per class for
Eppalock kids. Beginner level.
Games, songs & fun activities.
Choose from French, Chinese or
Auslan. Fabulous teachers and
you get vocab resources, taped
classes for watching back and
have lots of laughs!
Email Sal: sal.symes@gmail.com

If you are a part of our school community and would like to advertise your business or side
hobby (Tupperware etc) in the newsletter over the next few weeks please send an email to :
nicole.mannes2@education.vic.gov.au
with details of your business or a copy of your business card.

Bendigo Party Assistants.

Small family owned and operated business.
Birthday parties, Engagements, Weddings, Funerals, Sporting Nights,
Christmas Functions.

Parent’s Club update 18/05/2020
Recycle for Eppalock Primary
Thank you to those already saving your
cans for Eppalock Primary school.
There will soon be a big box left at
school so you can drop you saved cans
off, while still social distancing.
We will be transporting the collected
cans for cash, later.

Parent Club Meeting Thursday 21st May 4pm (messenger group call)
As social distancing is still in play, I will attempt a group call on messenger for those
interested.
If you would like to participate please send me an inbox message or alternatively email to kelly_nunns@outlook.com
The agenda will be looking at activities or fundraising that can be beneficial to the
school community while still adhering to social distancing rules…

Fire Wood Fundraiser –
It’s getting to that time of year…. “Winter is Coming”
Have a 2 metre load delivered to your door, buy your firewood
and help the school raise funds.
Minimum of 2 metre load
$140 per metre
The school will receive $40 from each load
Please contact the school on 54396366
Pay directly to the school—Ref Firewood

