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WOMINJEKA 

Eppalock Primary School acknowledges that our 
school stands on the traditional lands of the Dja Dja Wurrung.  We pay respects to the Elders past, 

present and future as the custodians who have cared for this country for 65,000 years. 

We pledge to learn from their ancient culture and continue to care for the land. 

 

It was great to get out and about last week with a few school excursions and events taking place.  A 
special thanks to staff for organising these events and making sure our students continue to be 
exposed to a variety of learning opportunities.  It was also fantastic to have our parents involved in 
some of these events, thanks for your continued support and we hope to be able to continue to 
include our families in learning throughout the school this year.  Let us know if you are able to help 
in some way. 

 

Cross country took place on Wednesday and all students who took part were amazing on the day.  It 
is a huge event with around 4000 students attending from schools as far away as Woodend.  Most 
coloured age groups had up to 250-300 students running, so just participating can be a bit daunting.  
This is where we need to have our school value of Resilience and this shone through on the day.  
Well done to everyone for running and having a go.  Miller was able to qualify for the Regional event 
at St Arnaud next month by finishing 16th in the 11 year old Blue group.  Well done Miller, and all the 
best for your next run.  Connor was able to finish on the podium in the 11 year old red group, 
finishing third.  Thanks to all parents who were able to support this day. 

 

We went to the Writers Festival and Bendigo library on Thursday.  We have a lot of enthusiastic 
readers at our school and this was a great day to inspire them to read and write by listening to 
published authors and also see what the Bendigo library has to offer.  If your family doesn’t have a 
Bendigo library card, we would encourage you to do so, as the library has some fantastic resources 
to be enjoyed by all.  Part of the day included the students being shown the oldest book in the 
library which has been around since 1789.  Jett was lucky enough to be chosen to go on stage at the 
Writers Festival and received a signed Chris Kennett book for being part of the presentation.   

http://www.eppalock.ps.vic.edu.au


Our Bike Hike and Wheely fun day took place on Friday with students being encouraged to wear 
pink to also support Live for Lily day.  It was great to have Adrian and Loki ride and be part of this 
day with the rest of the group.  Our Bike Hike day has become another little tradition here at school 
and it is great to see so many parents riding and being part of the day with the students.  It has a 
great community feel to it, very similar to our Walk to School Day.  Back at school our P-2 students 
were able to bring scooters to have a ride around at school.  We made up a little track with a few 
challenges along the way which was enjoyed by all. 

 

Our After School Care EOI closed on Friday and School Council will now look through these to help 
make a decision on which provider will best suit our community need.  This decision will be made 
this week, and once that is announced, the successful provider will begin to communicate with 
families around the organisation of the program to begin at the start of term 3.  All costs and 
booking processes will be set by the provider.  If we are to continue to have After School Care at 
Eppalock PS we will need families to use the program where they can.  If you know of families that 
are looking to enrol in a school next year and require After School Care, please make them aware 
that we will have this from term 3. 

 

Please also spread the word that the Axe Creek playgroup use the school facilities on a Friday 
morning each week.  Families that might like to meet a few new faces or sit and have a hot drink 
and a chat are more than welcome to attend.  It is great to see so many younger siblings around our 
school on a Friday morning. 

 

EDUCATION WEEK 

Education week is coming up and begins on the week of the 24th May.  On the Monday evening 
from 5:30pm-6:30pm we will hold our 2022 Foundation enrolment information session for any 
families looking to enrol in our school.  Please forward this information onto anyone you know who 
might be looking to enrol next year. 

 

On Wednesday the 26th from 9:00-11:30am we will open our school to the school community and 
invite families to visit our school grounds.  Any adults visiting the school on that day will be asked to 
sign into the school as a visitor and hand sanitise on arrival.  We will most likely plan outside based 
tasks on this day so that our visitors can more freely around the buildings without too many people 
inside. 

 

On Friday the 28th we will run our usual Friday morning assembly with a Back to School visitor in 
attendance, this will also most likely be outside on the day.  Adults are invited to stay around for 
our buddy reading session straight after until 10:00am. 

 

Individual tours of our school can be arranged during this week by contacting the school. 

 

NAPLAN 

NAPLAN will begin tomorrow for students in year 3 & 5.  Mr McCartney and Miss Sherwell will look 

after the online assessments this year.  During the assessment times, the year 2, 4 & 6 will work in 

other classes.  The assessments will take place mostly on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday.   



Regular reminders for term 2; 

Please check that your child has a school diary and is recording nightly reading in there if they are 
wanting to be part of 300 club.   

We are calling for classroom helpers for the morning literacy block or after recess maths block. 
Please contact your classroom teacher if you would like to help.  No experience necessary. 

If you are keen to help with morning breakfast club please let Mr O know.  We aim to have this 
program running 4-5 days a week this term.  This usually runs from 8:15am-8:45am.  We 
have extended our days to Tues/Weds/Thurs until further notice. 

Out tutoring program will be up and running this week.  Families will get some information about 
this if their child is involved. 

Continue to encourage school attendance with your child this term.  We are aiming for 95% for 
all classes.  A letter will go home to families if your child has had a high number of absences 
recorded for term 1. 

 

PA (positive acknowledgement) CARDS 

We didn’t give away too may PA cards this week due to our out of school events this week so are still 

only on 8 PA cards in total.  Our little possum display has been coloured in a little bit and we hope he 

continues to be coloured more as the weeks go by.  Staff are looking out for students who show our 

school values out in the yard.  School captains have set the students a challenge of 75 by the end of 

the term. 

 
 
Parenting Information 
 
This week our information comes from the AMAZE organisation website and is about stress and 
anger management. 
Amaze builds autism understanding in the community, influences policy change for autistic people 
and their families/supporters, and provides independent, credible information and resources to 
individuals, families, professionals, government and the wider community. 

 
 

 

Some helpful links 
 

https://www.amaze.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/Amaze-Information-Sheet-Stress-
and-anger-management-for-autistic-people.pdf 

 
 

https://suelarkey.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Sue-Larkey-ADHD.pdf 
 

https://suelarkey.com.au/why-traditional-behaviour-strategies-dont-work/  
 

https://suelarkey.com.au/understanding-screen-addiction/ 

https://www.amaze.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/Amaze-Information-Sheet-Stress-and-anger-management-for-autistic-people.pdf
https://www.amaze.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/Amaze-Information-Sheet-Stress-and-anger-management-for-autistic-people.pdf
https://suelarkey.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Sue-Larkey-ADHD.pdf
https://suelarkey.com.au/why-traditional-behaviour-strategies-dont-work/
https://suelarkey.com.au/understanding-screen-addiction/


FOOTBALL TIPPING 

Our footy tipping comp is heating up with three tipsters currently even on 43.  Good luck to all.  We 

will finish our footy tipping comp up with our footy colours day later in the year where the coveted 

footy tipping trophy will be presented to the winner.  I do notice that our staff football champion 

Mr Mc is not in the top 10. 

   

ILLNESS REMINDER 

Please remember that if your child is sick or has a sore throat/cough/runny nose or temperature 

that they need to stay home.  We are doing regular temperature checking at school and we will 

call and ask you to pick up your child if they have a temperature or are unwell.   We still need to 

comply with COVID regulations.  We appreciate your understanding with this.   



IMPORTANT DATES 

 
MAY 
Tuesday 11th Naplan Begins 
Wednesday 12th   MARC Van 
Thursday 13th Excursion to Ballarat for Grades P/1 
Friday  21st Naplan Ends 
Monday 24th Education week starts 
   2022 Prep Information Night 5.30– 6.30pm 
Wednesday  26th  MARC Van 
   Open Morning 9-11.30am 
Friday  28th Back to school visitor 
 
JUNE   
Thursday 3rd Incursion—Snakes 
Friday  4th School Hockey 
Wednesday 9th MARC Van  
Monday 14th Queens Birthday Public Holiday 
Monday  17th Incursion—Discovery  
Wednesday  23rd   MARC Van 
Friday  25th Last day of Term 2  
 

 STEM excursion forms are due back P/1 



 

Harry.M           Miller 

Henry              Frankie 

Liam               Logan 

  BUNJIL     318 

YULAWIL   388         

                WATJARANG    306 

 

 

Jacob.M 

 

 

 

 

 

Prep/1 

4/5/6 

2/3 

*Please note that these are future awards that will be handed out at assembly 

on Fridays to give the parents an opportunity to come to assembly to see their 

child receive their awards   





 There will be two Special Lunch Days per term. A letter will be sent home in the 
newsletter or diaries informing parents the week prior. If the note doesn’t make it 
home, you are still welcome to send along a named envelope and money. 

 Special Lunch Days sometimes range in price but will be no more than $5 per child. 

 Special Lunch Days are served on our own reusable plates/bowls with reusable cutlery. 
We are all about sustainability!! 

 Lunch is served at 1:30 as on every other school day! 

 Everything is made on the day (with the exception of what is donated by families) 

 We welcome all volunteers (with a WWC check) to assist in the production, service and 
clean up on these Special Lunch Days! Usually between 11:30 to about 2:30.  

 Money and notes are to be in BEFORE Special Lunch Days. Unfortunately, your child will 
miss out if it is brought on the day.  

 Money can be paid via direct deposit with your child’s name and Special Lunch Day as 
the reference or paid in cash. 

 Every Special Lunch Day I will ask for help with on the day things (as mentioned above) 
and also on occasion I will ask for donations of food (a pot of your specialty soup, 
pasta or fried rice! Etc...)  

 We prefer donations of food to be brought to school in a slow cooker which allows for 
easy transportation to and from buildings and to make it easier to be reheated. Please 
don’t think I’m asking you to cook it in a slow cooker!  

During the colder 2nd and 3rd terms, we run what we call Pie Warmer Days. The children 
love this! One day per week (on a selected day) they are able to bring along anything from a 
pie, sausage roll, leftovers or even a dessert for after their lunch. Basically, anything cooked 

that can be reheated! The only rules with this are that each item is to be: 

All sauces will be provided, we have tomato, bbq and if requested, soy or sweet chilli. Cutlery is also  
provided on these days so you don’t have to send any along.  

 CLEARLY LABELED with the child’s NAME and CLASS. Sometimes permanent marker/
texta rubs off due to condensation. Markers are fine, as long as the details are 
written on dry foil. Some parents have even used sticky labels or masking tape ON 
TOP of the item. 

 Please note that they NEED to be in FOIL because baking paper, plastic containers or 
brown paper bags don’t do well in the pie warmer. Foil trays with the white lids ($2 
for a 6pk in bbq section at Woolies) work great for these days!  

 Please do NOT send in frozen or uncooked foods. The amount of time that the items 
are in the warmer isn’t enough to cook it, only heat it. 

 Pie Warmer Days will not run on the week we have a Special Lunch Day. 



Some examples of our previous special lunch 

 Bottomless cup of soup. We ask about 8 families to donate a slow cooker of soup 
and students are welcome to eat as many different ones (or the same) until they 
can’t eat anymore!  

 Chinese yum cha! Fried rice is donated and served alongside dim sims and spring 
rolls.  

 Pasta day. A slow cooker of pasta is donated. Children have the option of about 8 
different varieties of pasta (lasagne, spag bol, all different flavoured pastas etc...) 

 Baked potatoes. A number of parents have donated chilli con carne, bacon pieces, 
sour cream, garlic butter etc... 

 Ice cream and fresh fruit salad has been our last two end of year treats. 

 We’ve had meat and salad wrap days, muffin pizza days, egg and bacon muffins 
and so much more! 

 

 

 

If you can help in any way with fresh produce, volunteering your time or specialty 
foods, it will be very much appreciated!  

If you have any questions please do not hesitate to ask me in person or on Facebook. I 
am more than happy to help! No question is too silly! 

Brittany Edwards (Caileb, Mikaylah and Jaiden’s mum) 







  



  



TUESDAY 

WEDNESDAYS 

THURSDAYS 


