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SCHOOL VALUES
Be Resilient
Be Kind
Be Responsible
Be Respectful

The last couple of weeks we
have had some great uplifting
and motivating life quotes to
start our newsletter. This week
I thought I would change it up.
I don’t think we heard of any
‘home fire drills’ taking place
during the past few weeks.

Thanks again to our families
for what you have all done
at home. You are all
amazing.

Again we need to congratulate the F-2 students and families for the fantastic way the students have
settled back in during the last two weeks. Everything has been very positive at school and the students
have taken on board the ‘new normal’ of regular hand hygiene and being dropped off and picked up
from the gate. We have had a few little anxieties, but thanks to the great support of families and staff,
and the resilience of our students, things have been very settled. Well done to all involved.
Today we had our 3-6 students back at school. Great to see everyone back on site. I have included a
reminder of the current guidelines and procedures to ensure we are all on the same page in regards to
what is going on. I know it can seem a little weird for parents not to come on site at school, however this
still remains one of the key guidelines for schools to minimise risk amongst adults and staff. Families
have been great here at Eppalock PS and not come on site unless it was an absolute necessity, or
without speaking to staff in advance. This expectation will most likely continue until the end of term 2, so
we thank you for your continued support with this.
Below I have included another outline of the expectations for most schools across Victoria. Please take
the time to be aware of these if you haven't already.

Most important is that school will run normal times from 9:00am-3:15pm. We will not have staggered times
as we are a small school and families have done a great job ensuring there is minimal congestion at drop
off and pick up times by making use of the bus, and the various gates we have available. We would
encourage all families that can use the bus, to use the bus. Staff have been bringing classes out to the
eating area and serenity garden each day just before the bell and allowing those parents who are already
parked to take their child home straight away - we will continue this when the weather allows.


Unwell staff and students are not to come to school – we will be asking that parents continue to be
respectful of this and keep students at home if they are unwell. A more cautious approach with any sickness
would be appreciated during this time for the health and safety of everyone involved. Staff will be required to
send students home if they present with an illness at school. We would appreciate your assistance and
understanding with this. We do acknowledge that this may be inconvenient at times. A huge thanks to those
F-2 families who have done this already.



Adult Visitors to school grounds will continue to be limited with only essential reasons to come on site.
Signage is in place at the front of the school which outlines reasons to come on site. This is in place across
all schools and is to minimise risk for all adults. Parents are asked to drop off and pick up students from
outside the school grounds and to not congregate in groups at any stage. If you need to speak to staff please
make a phone call to arrange an appropriate meeting time and place - please do not come into the school
building unexpectedly or unannounced. We will have staff at the gates and in the yard each morning again
this week to help with the transition into school.



Families can drop kids off at any of the school gates again this week - we will have all four open with staff
close by. The back gate near the CFA will be open as well as the oval gate. Please just use any of these that
are most logical on the day. We encourage you to use the bus service to reduce any congestion or worry
about drop offs.



Parent/teacher interviews in regards to reports will be done online or by phone at the end of term - most likely
on Wednesday the 24th June. We will use educate us to make these appointment times soon.



There will be no interschool activities/excursions/incursions/camps or parent/adult assemblies in the near
future. To minimise any contact from outside our own school community.



Hand hygiene and hand sanitizer will continue to be used and promoted – this has been supplied to
rooms. Staff will encourage regular use of sanitizer and will align this with food snacks and break
times. Students have been great with this so far.



Students MUST bring their own drink bottles and not use drink taps at school. Please ensure students have
their own drink bottles at school each day.



Bus will be running as normal each day - morning and afternoon. Usual bus procedures will be in place school will need to know in the afternoon - just so we can ensure we get the kids on the bus. If it is every day
- just let us know for the week that they will be going home on the bus.



Non contact greetings.



No temperature checks - unless a child presents with an illness. If this occurs, their temperature may be
taken.



Physical distancing 1.5m not always possible but will be encouraged. Seating will be changed with more
distance and use of other spaces such as assembly area where possible.



Reduced mixing between groups/classes.



Use outdoors where we can and air flow where we can.



On the return of the older students we may look to put zoned play in place. We will discuss this with students
at school.



Own materials used by each student where possible - this has worked well in the F-2 classes so far.



Increased cleaning has taken place across the school to sanitize and clean high touch points and shared
spaces. Additional cleaning occurs every day in the middle of the day by Steve Wright our cleaner.



It is important to send a positive message to students for their return to school. Make it a positive that they
are coming back, send good vibes. If you have any questions or concerns, please let us know at school.

Car Park Area at drop off and pick ups
We are currently reviewing our car parking space at the school and how our traffic operates around our drop off
and pick up times. We know that our parent community is always careful in this space, but are just reminding
everyone of the need to be extremely careful in cars when around our school. Your extra care and patience is
appreciated.
Transition 6-7 & 2021 Foundation
The 6-7 transition process has begun with all forms being collated and sent off to the Secondary Schools. The
application you have filled out does not guarantee any placement at a school, but guides the schools in ensuring
how many places are required. Secondary schools will be your main point of contact for this process. Please
explore the information nights provided by the Secondary schools and keep track of what their process might be.
Mr Mc or I may be able to help with some questions if you are unsure.
We have had some inquiries for enrolment for 2021. At this stage we don’t have a need for an online information
session but will look to hold a face to face information night when restrictions ease for those who are interested. If
you know Eppalock PS is your school for 2021 we do have enrolment forms for you at the office. If you know of
any families in our local community who are intending on joining Eppalock PS in 2021, please get them to contact
the office on 54396366. We do have limited places available across all class levels in 2021.
House Points
With classes back at school our House point tallies have been growing. Liselle is doing a great job at school
keeping track of this. Well done to everyone who is working hard for their House Team.
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Watjarang 146

Virtual Assembly
We will hold another virtual assembly for our parents next Monday the 15 th of June at 1:00pm. Students will host
this from school and families are welcome to tune in from home. This is totally voluntary, but just a way we can
keep you connected with us while the on-site restrictions remain in place. You will need Mr O’s meeting number to
be part of that.
World Environment Day
Friday June 5th was World Environment Day. If you have any ideas about this day that you wanted to send in,
please do and we will add them to the matrix we are creating at school.
Please remember to look after yourself – so that you can look after others.
Even though we are starting to get back to some normality – please continue to look after yourself and stay safe
and healthy. It is important for our school community to continue to follow all of the community guidelines and
restrictions that are in place so that we keep ourselves and others in our community as healthy as we can be. If
you are struggling at home and need someone to speak with, please check out the links below.
The following external resources are available to support your mental health and wellbeing:


Headspace – for family and friends



Beyondblue – COVID19



Lifeline – Mental health and wellbeing during the COVID-19 outbreak

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES
To share with children and young people

headspace – how to cope with stress related to Novel Coronavirus


ReachOut – coping during the coronavirus

For up-to-date information and advice on coronavirus (COVID-19), visit:


DET coronavirus website



DHHS coronavirus website

IMPORTANT DATES
June
Wednesday 17th MARC Library
Friday

26th Last day of Term 2— 1.30pm finish

July
Monday

13th First Day—Term 3

We marked MABO day and the end of
Reconciliation Week with a fire, damper
and music

Fun Languages for Kids
Play-based, fun language lessons
for pre-schoolers (2-5yrs) and
primary kids (5-12yrs).
We are running them online at
the moment $10 per class for
Eppalock kids. Beginner level.
Games, songs & fun activities.
Choose from French, Chinese or
Auslan. Fabulous teachers and
you get vocab resources, taped
classes for watching back and
have lots of laughs!
Email Sal: sal.symes@gmail.com
If you are a part of our school community and would like to advertise your business or side
hobby (Tupperware etc) in the newsletter over the next few weeks please send an email to :
nicole.mannes2@education.vic.gov.au
with details of your business or a copy of your business card.

Bendigo Party Assistants.
Small family owned and operated
business.
Birthday parties,
Engagements, Weddings, Funerals,
Sporting Nights,
Christmas

Need help with streamlining your business reporting,
making sense of data, or developing a strategic plan
for your business?
With over 10 years experience in management
practices and a passion for transforming data into
strategic solutions to grow your profit, Cameron can
help improve efficiencies in your business, giving you
more time for more important things like family
time.
0408 432 423
bridgesdataconsulting@gmail.com

Parent’s Club update June 2020
Recycle for Eppalock Primary
Thank you to those already saving your
cans for Eppalock Primary school.
There will soon be a big box left at
school so you can drop you saved cans
off, while still social distancing.
We will be transporting the collected
cans for cash, later.

Parent Club Meeting
Postponed for now, we will review parent club meetings as we get the updates for the
Covid-19 restrictions.

