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SCHOOL VALUES
Be Resilient
Be Kind
Be Responsible
Be Respectful

2020 Monday 27th July
The students at school continue to do a great job each day and have engaged positively back
into the school environment. This term we are focusing on our school value of Kindness.
I was able to have a quick discussion with the 2/3 class about kindness and what that might
look like at our school. I asked them to tell me if someone had been kind to them at recess
and most hands went up which was pleasing. Things like;
Someone spoke kindly to me and used their manners.
Someone asked me to join in their game and included me.
Miss S is always kind to me
I was also able to spend a bit of time with the 456 class. As mentioned last week, for
Respectful Relationships, they are discussing stress and how we might deal with it. We
discussed how being kind to people is important, but even more so during these unusual times
as we don’t know what extra stress people are under.
We would encourage families to have some discussion around being kind to people – what it
means and what it looks like in different situations. Staff believe Eppalock PS students are
very kind to each other, however, just sometimes need reminding about the importance of
being kind, even when they are stressed, or not having the best day themselves.
Thanks to everyone for their patience in regards to the end of day parking processes. It was
great to get out and have a few chats to families who are doing their best to learn some new
ways of picking up. We appreciate your help and support as we trial some new approaches.
What we are trialling gives us some ‘data/evidence’ that might assist with getting further
support around our traffic management along Patons Road. I will be out there most nights to
try and help people understand what we are trying to do. It was great to see a few cars using
the drive through area. This area just takes a few cars away from the CFA end of our school
and aims to ease a bit of that congestion. It seemed to work ok – but I am happy for any
feedback, both positive and constructive criticism so that we can make adjustments if
required. Congratulations to the Bridges family who ‘won’ the golden zip tie this week. This
went to a random family using the drive thru.

Most families are aware of the current guidelines about reducing adults on site so this will be the last
time I put this bit of information in, until there any changes.
Adults should not be coming into the school grounds, other than for an essential reason. Please
ring ahead to make arrangements if this is required. Some staff will be able to come outside to
discuss things with you if necessary.
If your child is late or needs to go early, staff are able to come out to the front gate for this to
occur. Please just call the school number 54396366.
When picking up students at the end of the day, please do not congregate in groups. It is also
important to keep our entry and exit gates clear and not to be on standing on the road when
collecting students. Adults can stand just inside our back gate near the CFA shed to collect
children – just remember to socially distance.

Please take the time to look at the map and ask any questions if you need to. Please also pass this
onto other family members who might be picking up or dropping off students at any time.

I would like to also thank the CFA for allowing staff to make use of their space next door for parking at
the moment. It certainly has made a difference to the space we have available for families outside our
school.

Drive through area.
This seemed to go really well last week with a
few families making use of it each day. Students seemed to know where to go and what
to do, which is really important. When using
this area, it is a little easier to drive straight in
from Paton’s Road, rather that making a left
hand turn off the road. The picture here tries
to show the entry point.

This picture shows where parents
can stand while waiting for the
kids at the end of the day. Just
remember to socially distance
and walk with your kids across
the road.

This picture shows the long term parking
section if you want to get out of your car
to collect your child. Or if your child
needs more time to get themselves organised getting in and out of the car at the
end of the day.

Illness
Thanks again to families for ensuring students are staying home if they are showing any symptoms
of illness. Staff have been instructed to do the same while we work through these unusual times,
which is why you may notice staff away more regularly than usual this term. Anyone that gets
tested for precautionary reasons does need to self isolate until test results come back. This can
cause some inconvenience, however is vital to help reduce the risk for our school community.

Foundation 2021
If you know of another family outside our school community who would like some information,
please get them to contact the school on 55396366 or even my email
jason.oneill@education.vic.gov.au. Enrolment forms can be submitted to the school at any time.
We would like to have any 2021 enrolments confirmed and submitted by the end of term 3 so that
we can plan our staffing for next year.

House Points & Awards & School Values
House points are regularly given out during the school week to acknowledge positive behaviours
across the school. Our House Captains have been running Friday ‘shared sport’ where they organise
and run activities for each class. After these sessions they always award some points for good
sportsmanship.
Unfortunately this week, during this time, I had to speak with students, mostly in 456, about the
importance of being a positive member of a team. We have a small minority of students in the
senior class, who can get upset during competitive games, don’t like losing or getting beaten and
don’t yet fully understand how to be a positive team member. Something staff often hear is ‘it’s
unfair’ – and usually this is because they are not winning or are being outplayed by someone else.
Sometimes it is just because they didn’t get a ball passed to them by a team mate. Staff are working
through this and educating the children about this at school. We ask that families continue to
support staff around this and continue to reinforce the importance of being a good team member.
We are happy to discuss this with any families if required.

Our updated House Points totals are;
Bunjil 279

Yulawil 286

Watjarang

262

Virtual Assembly

Virtual assemblies are being held at 2:30pm on a Monday using Mr McCartneys meeting number.
Pippa and Liselle are hosting each week.

IMPORTANT DATES
July
Wednesday 29th

MARC Van

August
Friday 7th

Principals’ appreciation Day

Wednesday 12th

MARC Van

Resources for your health
Covid 19 continues to alter the way we are living at the moment. It is important that adults are looking after themselves
so that they can continue to look after and support their children at home through this unusual times. The resources
below will continue to be included in our newsletter so that families are aware of organisations that they can reach out
to for help. We encourage our whole school community to follow the community guidelines to ensure everyone remains
safe and healthy.
The following external resources are available to support your mental health and wellbeing:
Headspace – for family and friends
Beyondblue – COVID19
Lifeline – Mental health and wellbeing during the COVID-19 outbreak
ADDITIONAL RESOURCES
To share with children and young people
headspace – how to cope with stress related to Novel Coronavirus
ReachOut – coping during the coronavirus
For up-to-date information and advice on coronavirus (COVID-19), visit:
DET coronavirus website
DHHS coronavirus website

This week in prep/1 we have been working hard on procedural texts. We
have looked at how to brush our teeth and how to make fairy bread in our
writing block. After building our knowledge on procedures we then started to
explore plants. We have been looking at plants made out of lima beans in
particular. This includes looking at their growth over a week, what they need
to grow and how to make them. Why are we doing this you ask? This is
because this coming week we are going to be making our own Lima bean
plants in class and then writing our own step by step procedure about the
whole process. Below is a photo of the covers we made for our pots (cups) so
that we can all monitor the growth of our own! We can’t wait to show you
photos of the finished product soon. If you enjoy following along with our
classroom make sure you are on Miss B’s Dojo class as she likes to post
photos on hear to show families what we are getting up to each week.

Parent’s Club update JULY 2020
Recycle for Eppalock Primary
Thank you to those already saving your cans for Eppalock Primary school.
We will be transporting the collected cans for cash, later.
Thankyou to the Petrie family who donated the green bins for our can collection.
These bins are located just inside the double gates up near the CFA shed.
We are asking that any cans/bottles please be left in the boxes or bags when being
placed in these bins so that we can get them out easier.
Thank-you.
Parent Club Meeting
Postponed for now, we will review parent club meetings as we get the updates for the
Covid-19 restrictions.
Firewood Fundraiser
The firewood wood fundraiser is going well. There is still plenty of wood left so if you
know anyone that has a fire make sure you let them know about our fundraiser.

Using forensic entomology we have established
that the Great Cupcake Mystery of 2020 was
committed at 6pm Tuesday 14th July.
We identified the species of maggot on the
cupcakes at the scene, measured its growth and
estimated its age. Using our maths skills, we
worked out the time the crime was committed.
We questioned our suspects further...... we are
getting closer to the truth!

Fun Languages for Kids
Play-based, fun language lessons
for pre-schoolers (2-5yrs) and
primary kids (5-12yrs).
We are running them online at
the moment $10 per class for
Eppalock kids. Beginner level.
Games, songs & fun activities.
Choose from French, Chinese or
Auslan. Fabulous teachers and
you get vocab resources, taped
classes for watching back and
have lots of laughs!
Email Sal: sal.symes@gmail.com
If you are a part of our school community and would like to advertise your business or side
hobby (Tupperware etc) in the newsletter over the next few weeks please send an email to :
nicole.mannes2@education.vic.gov.au
with details of your business or a copy of your business card.

Bendigo Party Assistants.
Small family owned and operated
business.
Birthday parties,
Engagements, Weddings, Funerals,
Sporting Nights,
Christmas

Need help with streamlining your business reporting,
making sense of data, or developing a strategic plan
for your business?
With over 10 years experience in management
practices and a passion for transforming data into
strategic solutions to grow your profit, Cameron can
help improve efficiencies in your business, giving you
more time for more important things like family
time.
0408 432 423
bridgesdataconsulting@gmail.com

Tectonic plates, Pangea, earthquakes, volcanoes and
trenches.
Yes it's all happening beneath our feet....
The earth's processes are spectacular!

