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WOMINJEKA 

Eppalock Primary School acknowledges that our 
school stands on the traditional lands of the Dja Dja Wurrung.  We pay respects to the Elders past, 

present and future as the custodians who have cared for this country for 65,000 years. 

We pledge to learn from their ancient culture and continue to care for the land. 

 

 

The last week of term 2 of 2021.  I would like to say a huge thanks and well done to all of our 
students at Eppalock PS for the Resilience they have shown this term and for the past 18 months. At 
school the students have been amazing and have continued to work hard at being kind and 
respectful with each other at all times.  We do have the occasional issue from time to time, but we 
are working hard on using our positive steps to problem solving.  Usually we have lots of smiling 
faces and cooperation amongst the student group.  So please pass on our congratulations from staff 
to our students for maintaining a positive mindset during these challenging times. 

 

I took some time on Friday to ask some of our student leaders about how school has been for them 
this year and the table below shows their responses.  I will continue to gather some of the student 
thoughts in the last week of term to get some student feedback and voice on these areas. 

 

 

 

 

 

Working Well Obstacles Wonderings/ideas 

 Assembly 

 Problem solving 

 Playing in the yard, everyone 
is kind. 

 We care for our environment 

 Including others 

 Excursions being cancelled/
not doable. 

 Fake game rules upsetting 
people – but other than that 
its going well. 

 Breathable PE shirts for our 
uniform. 

http://www.eppalock.ps.vic.edu.au


 

I would like to invite our parent group to do the same at home.  Sit down and ask your children or 
put your own thoughts down on a piece of paper using the three columns above and send it back 
when you can – anonymous is fine.  I would like to use some of this information to guide the school 
in the second half of the year.  We won’t be able to change or do everything suggested, but will 
consider all input.   

 

Continued thanks to our families, staff and wider community for your patience, understanding and 
flexibility with the term.  Your support is always appreciated.  

 

 

I have left this image in again this week as I hope anyone who reflected on this last week have been 
able to recharge a little.  One strategy I used during the week was to change my usual running track 
to get out into the local bush area near my house.  It was refreshing to get out into nature. 

 

Restriction updates 

To clarify the recent updates in restrictions, parents can come on-site for drop off and pick up times 
however schools are still under the restriction of only essential visitors allowed on-site.  Schools are 
still working to minimise adult interaction where possible, which unfortunately means no 
assemblies, school events involving outside adults or even staff from different schools mixing. 

 

Any parents coming into the school building for drop off, pick-ups or for an essential visit MUST use 
the QR codes provided through the Service Victoria App, or sign in manually at the office using the 
contact tracing page provided.  These sign ins are separate to our regular school sign in, as they are 
for a completely different purpose.  Adults MUST also adhere to the wearing of masks inside the 
building. 

 

Interschool sport is permitted under the new guidelines with a range of restrictions in place on the 
day.     

 

If you have any questions about any new restrictions, please contact the school by phone or myself 
via email jason.oneill@education.vic.gov.au I will continue to use uEdcuateUs as the main platform 
to outline any updates. 

mailto:jason.oneill@education.vic.gov.au


2022 Enrolments 

Thanks to those families who have submitted an enrolment form for 2022.  We look to have a 
healthy number of students interested and enrolling for next year which is great.  We do encourage 
families to spread the word amongst kinder friends, playgroup and other families you might know 
who live nearby so that we can continue to maintain our enrolment numbers.  We do have places 
available in other grade levels and can take enrolments at any time.  If you know of any families who 
are interested and would like more information, please get them to contact the school.  
Unfortunately we cannot conduct school tours at the moment, but we plan on running a second 
information session in term 3 and organising school tours again when restrictions ease. 

 

 

After School Care – Our Patch 

Thanks to those families who were able to participate in the Our Patch After School Care session last 
week.  Laura from Our Patch has offered a couple of opportunities now for families to have input 
into what sessions might involve.  Great to see our families being able to have some input.  If you are 
interested in our After School Care program for term 3 and beyond and would like to know how to 
book in, you can either check the Our Patch website, go back to the announcement on uEducateUs 
which has all the documents you need, or you can contact the school office for a hard copy. 

 

 

Regular reminders for term 2 & 3; 

 Once restrictions ease we are looking for some regular classroom helpers, particularly in the 
morning block from 9:00am-11:00am.  If you can give up some time once a week, please let 
the school or your classroom teacher know. 

 If you are keen to help with morning breakfast club please let Mr O know.  We aim to have this 
program running 4-5 days a week next term.  This usually runs from 8:15am-8:45am.   

 Students are still required to stay home if unwell. 

 Don’t forget to record your child’s nightly reading in the school diary – classroom teachers 
recently handed out some reading certificates for major milestones – but can only use the 
recorded evidence in the school diary.   

 

 

Terry Floyd day & casual clothes 

On Wednesday of this week students are invited to wear casual clothes to acknowledge the Terry 
Floyd foundation.  Sue Gentry is promoting this day by selling ribbons at school for $2.  There is no 
obligation to purchase a ribbon, however any small coin donations on this day are appreciated.  We 
would love to see our students come dressed in as much BLUE as possible as Blue is the official 
colour of the foundation.   

 

It will also be a casual clothes day on the last day of term with an early finish of 1:30pm. 

 

 

 



School Wide Positive Behaviours and weekly awards 

We handed out quite a few classroom awards on Friday at our in-school assembly.  It is great to see 

so many students working hard in the classroom and being able to articulate how their hard work 

relates to our school values and just   being a good person.  Well done to all involved. 

Some of our PA card recipients on Friday were; 

 Oscar and Charlie for the responsibility they showed during buddy reading when they were 

discussing sentences and what they do when they write in class. 

 Lexi for showing Resilience in the netball game. 

Parenting Information 
I have kept this information in for another week as I did have some positive feedback about the sug-
gestions below.  Based on that feedback I wanted to keep this on display in the hope that it might 
help someone who does need it. 
 
I will expand on the 5th dot point – find your anchors in life and use them.  This statement is asking 
you to think about – what are the key positive people/things/activities in your life that when things 
are going well, you really enjoy being around, doing and being a part of?  Once you have identified 
what your anchors are, making sure you are getting back to those and not giving them up during the 
tough times.  For example, some people have exercise as an anchor.  This can often be the first thing 
to go when we are time poor and when things get challenging.  Identify your anchors in life and then 
make sure you do make time for them. 



Seeking help for a school job. 

We will continue to put a few school jobs in the newsletter from time to time.  We have had a great re-

sponse this year with offers of assistance to get them done.  This one might be a bit more involved but 

if we have anyone with the skills, tools and time to get this one done it would be greatly appreciated.  

Along the side of our basketball court we had some sleepers/retaining wall removed to ensure the roof 

structure posts could go in.  We are hoping we could get someone to get these back in place so that we 

can tidy up this area in the second half of the year. It may involve a bit of manoeuvring of the retaining 

wall posts.  Let me know at school if this was something you can do. 



Tips for Parents and Carers - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Fw3LzWe-93U 
MENTAL HEALTH LINKS 

Resources for your health 

The following external resources are available to support your mental health and wellbeing: 

Headspace – for family and friends 

Beyondblue – COVID19 

Lifeline – Mental health and wellbeing during the COVID-19 outbreak 

Additional resources 

To share with children and young people 

headspace – how to cope with stress related to Novel Coronavirus 

ReachOut – coping during the coronavirus 

For up-to-date information and advice on coronavirus (COVID-19), visit: 

DET coronavirus website 

DHHS coronavirus website 

  ILLNESS REMINDER 

Please remember that if your child is sick or has a sore throat/cough/runny nose or temperature 

that they need to stay home.  We are doing regular temperature checking at school and we will 

call and ask you to pick up your child if they have a temperature or are unwell.   We still need to 

comply with COVID regulations.  We appreciate your understanding with this.   

 

Some helpful links 
https://suelarkey.com.au/kids-who-struggle-with-handwriting/ 

 
https://suelarkey.com.au/de-escalation-strategies/  

 
https://www.parentingideas.com.au/blog/helping-child-tricky-friendships/  
 

https://www.amaze.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/Amaze-Information-Sheet-Stress-
and-anger-management-for-autistic-people.pdf 

 
 

https://suelarkey.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Sue-Larkey-ADHD.pdf 
 

https://suelarkey.com.au/why-traditional-behaviour-strategies-dont-work/  
 

https://suelarkey.com.au/understanding-screen-addiction/ 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DFw3LzWe-93U&data=04%7C01%7Cjason.oneill%40education.vic.gov.au%7Ccbb92a3b82774701c7c608d926f6fb03%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637583664789569493%7
https://headspace.org.au/friends-and-family/life-issues/
https://www.beyondblue.org.au/the-facts/looking-after-your-mental-health-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak
https://www.lifeline.org.au/get-help/topics/mental-health-and-wellbeing-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak
https://headspace.org.au/young-people/how-to-cope-with-stress-related-to-covid-19/
https://au.reachout.com/collections/coping-during-coronavirus
https://education.vic.gov.au/about/department/Pages/coronavirus.aspx
https://www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/coronavirus
https://suelarkey.com.au/kids-who-struggle-with-handwriting/
https://suelarkey.com.au/de-escalation-strategies/
https://www.parentingideas.com.au/blog/helping-child-tricky-friendships/
https://www.amaze.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/Amaze-Information-Sheet-Stress-and-anger-management-for-autistic-people.pdf
https://www.amaze.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/Amaze-Information-Sheet-Stress-and-anger-management-for-autistic-people.pdf
https://suelarkey.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Sue-Larkey-ADHD.pdf
https://suelarkey.com.au/why-traditional-behaviour-strategies-dont-work/
https://suelarkey.com.au/understanding-screen-addiction/


IMPORTANT DATES 

 
JUNE  
  
Mon-Fri  21st  NAIDOC Week 
Wednesday  23rd   MARC Van 
   Casual clothes day (Blue) for Terry Floyd Foundation 
Friday  25th Last day of Term 2—1.30pm finish  
   Casual clothes day 
 
JULY 

Monday 12th  First day Term 3 

 Brick fundraiser forms due back 21st June 

 Last day of Term 2—finish @ 1.30 and casual clothes.  

 Breakfast club Wed & Thursday ONLY this week 



 

Houston 

Leisel 

Daisy 

  BUNJIL     388 

YULAWIL   428        

                WATJARANG    351 

 

 

Mikaylah                   Izaak 

    Loki                         Connor 

 

 

 

 

4/5/6 

2/3 

p/1 

 

*Please note that these are future awards that will be handed out at assembly 

on Fridays to give the parents an opportunity to come to assembly to see their 

child receive their awards   





 Family fire at the Oak Forrest 
When: Sunday 4th June  

Time: Around Lunch time 12pm 

Where: La Larr Ba Gauwa Park, Picnic Gully Rd Harcourt 

Details: BYO picnic or food to cook on the fire & Chairs  

I believe it’s bike friendly and has walking tracks  

& toilets available. 

Wear something warm as it will be cold. 

 

 This is a family event so bring the kids for a play. 😊 

 

Check out the website to see the beautiful historic La Larr Ba Gauwa Park. 

https://lalarrbagauwa.harcourt.vic.au/oak-forest/ 

 

 

 



TUESDAY 

WEDNESDAYS 

THURSDAYS 

(Only Wed,Thur this week) 



 

 

MARC NEWS! 

The MARC Library has been incredibly lucky to be chosen by the Terry 

Floyd Foundation to receive $2,000 worth of books. The foundation 

teams up with Dymocks Children’s Charities who match every dollar 

that the foundation gives.  The Terry Floyd Foundation work tirelessly to 

support children, especially in regional areas. I encourage you to look 

into their work via their website or Facebook page. 

I will be posting updates regarding book arrivals!  

To express our thanks I am leaving some fundraising ribbons at each 

school. These ribbons are $2 each. All money raised goes directly to 

the foundation. 

 

The main aims of the foundation are: 

 *to help with awareness of personal 

safety through encouraging children 

to speak out against bullying 

 *to support disadvantaged children to 

help them reach their full potential 

Terry Floyd/Casual Clothes Day 

 

To help support the Terry Floyd Foundation we will be having a casual 

clothes day on Wednesday 23rd June (this Wed) 

Please come dressed in as much BLUE as you can. 

Sue will have blue ribbons from the Terry Floyd Foundation to sell for 

$2  


