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S C H O O L V ALU E S
Be Resilient
Be Kind
Be Responsible

Be Respectful

Welcome back to the 2021 school year. What a great first couple of days we have had, even
with a little bit of rain around. Our students have come back really settled and enthusiastic
about having a positive year with their friends after spending so much time apart in 2020.
Well done to our students and families for being so well prepared for the new school year.
Staff have really appreciated the positive mindset of all students on the first couple of days
back.
A huge thanks to those families who were able to help out at school over the holiday break. I
ran into a couple of our helpers at out at school and it was great to see the students being part
of that. Our garden is looking great, the kitchen/playgroup space is almost done and you may
have noticed some work being done on the oval on the first day back. This is the irrigation
being put in to be able to water our school oval for a nice green space for the students and
community.
Thanks also to Steve our cleaner for his holiday tasks. Steve doesn’t stop at the end of the
school year – he was able to complete a number of extra tasks while the kids were away –
including the windows, carpets and pressure washing around the school. You won’t see Steve
around the school very often as he comes in very early – and does an amazing job.
We have scheduled an information night for Tuesday the 9th of February. This will most likely
need to be a ‘virtual format’ at this stage, however we will keep you posted as best we can.
We will be inviting any new families to the school to come on site on that day, however, at this
stage will ask that existing families tune in from home for now. We will confirm details of the
night in the coming days. Staff will again prepare an information sheet specific to their
classroom to send home to families.

UeducateUs will be our main source of information again in 2021. If any existing families
would like a refresher or an update on educate us – please let me know and I can arrange
some small group sessions to go over a few things. Our first term 3 way conference sessions
will be organised through Educateus later in the term.

Important Messages

The following is a regular newsletter item at this time of
year as it is important that all families understand the
school process during extreme and Code Red fire rating
days. We did have a Code Red day in 2019. We have
continued to have hot and dry weather during the break
so please read this information carefully and discuss
your own family plans at home. This information will also
be set up in our front office area for families to read.

Our school will be closed on Code Red days. The school
will be contacted in advance about this and communication will go home to families to let you know what is
happening. On Extreme fire rating days, the school will
be open.
We are given up to date information at school about weather conditions and will communicate this
to families via EducateUs, email, phone tree or Facebook, depending on the time of day we are
informed. On these days we do require that families respond or acknowledge the contact so that
we can confirm you have received the message. We understand parent concern on these days,
however it is important to try and keep the school phone lines open for emergency service
information. Some information about this will also be placed on our school Facebook page and
parents Facebook page. If you have any questions about this, please come and see us at school.
We have included the fire rating symbol which most families are already familiar with. All families
should have their own home fire plans in place.
Our school bus route will not be operating on Code Red days. This is a new consistent process
across the State and an important one to ensure the safety of everyone involved.

Annual privacy reminder
Our school collects, uses, discloses and stores student and parent personal information for standard school
functions or where permitted by law, as stated in the Schools’ Privacy Policy

For more information about privacy, see: Schools’ Privacy Policy – information for parents. This information is
available in nine community languages.

Staff are also organising student learning journals this year. These documents will provide a more
ongoing snapshot of student learning and what is happening in the classroom. Keep your eyes out
for these as we will be sending them home from time to time to keep you updated. We will ask
that parents have a look through, leave a comment and sign them to show that they have been
seen at home. We hope this will be a positive way to show your child’s learning.
Going home in the next couple of weeks will be a document with family details. These are being
sent home for you to edit/change if required. Please look over these carefully and make any
changes on the sheets. Take particular note of employment status as this information does have an
effect on school funding if things have changed since enrolment.

Welcome to new families
We are delighted to have some new families joining our school community again this year. We
hope that you feel welcome and comfortable at Eppalock PS. It has been great to meet a few new
families in our school community. We usually have a community night early in term 1, however,
with current restrictions, we are not yet sure what it might look like. We hope that we can do this
type of thing again shortly in some capacity.
New families are invited to come on-site for our information night on Tuesday the 9th of February.
This will enable you to meet staff and ask any other questions that you might have. Please feel free
to call the school if you are unsure about anything. We hope that you can meet some of our
existing families soon.

Working with Children Check and documentation process.
It is also important to know that if you are planning on working/volunteering in the school in some
capacity a Working With Children Check is compulsory. Documentation for a volunteer is free and
doesn’t take long to obtain. Please let us know at school if you need some help with this process.
We have put an outline of the process up on our office foyer information board. Once you have it
in place, please bring it in to school so that we can keep a copy on file.

Swimming Program
At this stage we are holding off on any first term swimming sessions and are reviewing our
swimming program. We will keep you updated on any changes that might be made.

Specialists
At this stage for term 1 our specialists will operate on the following days.

Chinese – Tuesdays for semester 1.
MARC Van – Wednesday fortnightly starting on February 17th
Living Green – Wednesday
STEM – Thursdays
Music/Drama – will take place in semester 2
Art – Fridays for semester 1 with Lydia.
PE with Mr MC on Fridays – Mr O will be in the 456 room on Fridays.
It is important that students are wearing appropriate PE clothing on Fridays for sport sessions. With
regular ART sessions this semester on a Friday, we would encourage the use of an art smock.

School Council
Our March school council meeting is our AGM where our 2021 School Council is elected. If you are
interested in the role of a School Councillor and would like to nominate please speak with Mr
O’Neill at school. There will be more detailed information about this in our upcoming newsletters.

Medical requirements
Kristy Fitzpatrick continues to do a great job keeping track of our first aide requirements. It is that
time of year again where we ask that all medical plans or details be updated at school. Asthma and
anaphylaxis plans should be presented to the office with recent photos of students attached.
Please ensure that we are aware of any allergies or changes. Epipens and asthma pumps should be
checked that they are in date and working properly. Most families are doing this very well already.

Communication
If families have urgent requests of staff in regards to their children, such as a change in bus pick up,
or an appointment etc, I would recommend a phone call to school rather than an email. Staff do
not always get the opportunity to check emails during the day and may miss something that is
urgent. So to confirm that the message has got through, the phone call is the best method.
Staff are always happy to speak with parents and you will often see staff out in the school yard at
pick up time if you have any questions for them as well. The diaries and email are fine for
important, non-urgent messages. We are working with students to take responsibility for their own
diaries and ensuring they take them to and from school each day.

Some goals
At the start of the school year we would like to encourage a couple of school goals.

Firstly to ensure students are attending school as much as possible. We understand there will be
days where students are sick and on those days it is important to stay home, however we are
aiming for all grades being as close to 100% attendance as possible this year. We will have a
particular focus on attendance percentages this year and know families will work with us to try and
reach this goal.
We are also aiming to ensure students are wearing correct school uniform each day. Students
should be wearing green polo tops either with or without the school logo, black shorts or black
tracksuit pants, school dress, school jumper which should be green, with or without logo and
appropriate shoes for school activities and running. We sometimes see different colour jumpers,
open toed shoes or shoes not appropriate for school tasks, and also jeans on occasions. Our aim is
to ensure a clear consistent Eppalock PS uniform and identity so we thank you for working with us
on this. We do understand that there will be some days where washing hasn’t dried or something
can’t be found, please just send your classroom teacher a quick note if this occurs. There will be
another uniform order going out soon for those who may need it.

COVID GUIDELINES
If you are still reading my part of the newsletter you are doing well – it has been long – but a lot of
important school messages in the first newsletter back.

Restrictions have eased somewhat but it is still important for our school community to be aware of
what is still in place and not become complacent. Parents are able to come on site if required but
we do ask that parents are not congregating around the school in large groups where possible. At
this stage, try and keep entry to the building to a needs basis and by appointment with staff. Inside
our school building you do need to carry a mask and use it where social distancing cannot be
adhered to. Rooms have a capacity of 1 adult per 2 sqm so please monitor this requirement and
make adjustments if needed. Hand sanitising is required, signing in at the office is required if you
are staying for a length of time. Please stay home if you are unwell.
Parents can meet children in the yard at pick up time – but we would again encourage moving from
the school as quickly as you can and considering the points above.

Thanks
Mr O’Neill

IMPORTANT DATES
MARCH
Monday

8th

Labour Day Holiday

Thursday

1st

Last day of Term 1

Monday

19th Pupil free Curriculum Day

Tuesday

20th First day Term 2

Monday

25th Anzac Day Holiday

APRIL

Welcome back everyone!
A special welcome to all our new Families. We really mean it when we say every
place has a face, and that includes our families. So please if you see someone you
don’t know, introduce yourself & keep our unique community vibe alive.

Stay connected.
Parent’s Club is an easy way to share your experiences & stay connected to families
& what is happening at the school.
At Eppalock Primary we are a community, you don’t need to apply for parent’s club,
if you are a parent or guardian of a student here you’re automatically part of the club,
it’s that simple.

There are several ways to stay connected.
· Eppalock Primary – Parents Info Share (on Facebook) - this is an easy way to see
what is happening, receive reminders or ask questions of the group. There is always
someone who can help or direct you to the right place. Great for those “uniform free
day or swimming day” reminders too. This is a parent run page and is set to private
so you will need to ask someone to add you to it that you are facebook friends with
from school.
· P.C (Parent Club) meetings – these happen once a month & literally are just a bunch
of parent’s getting together for a cuppa or meal to discuss what fundraising or social
events we would like to see happen for the year. We try to get through our points
quickly then sit back & catch up on a more casual level. Everyone is welcome to
these & meeting dates will be posted in Newsletters, Educate Us & Parent’s
Facebook page.
· Social events – Last year was a bit of a bust with COVID cramping our style, but in
normal circumstances we have several Social events throughout the year, most family
friendly and a couple of adult orientated to allow the parents/guardians to get to know
each other. Definitely come along to as many of these as you can, they are good fun.

· Volunteer – There are many things we can do to volunteer, we have a grounds
maintenance roster that is set up at the start of the year where every family will take a
turn to help the school in some way or form from gardening, clean up here & there,
mowing or any special trades or skills you have.
You can also volunteer to help with Social events or fundraisers. Without volunteers
these things just don’t happen.
Working with Children Check
Please make sure your WWC (Working with Children) check is still valid for this
year.
Most volunteering you are doing with the school will require a WWC license.
It’s a really simple process you can do online at https://
www.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au/individuals/applicants/how-to-apply
Or you can apply at any Australia Post Office. I found the local Strathfieldsaye team
are very friendly & helpful.
P.C meeting
This Friday 5th February 11:00am come & join us for a meeting (lunch if you choose)
at Bradies Tavern in Strathfieldsaye. The table will be booked under Eppalock
Primary School, please let Kelly Nuns Know if you will be there for numbers. (Post
will be on Parents FB page today or you can also text on 0407619641.)
Agenda will be:
· Social events including a Term 1 Venue bus trip for parents / guardians
· Easter & HCB drive to support local business.
· Anything else on the radar for term 1 with a distant view of the rest of the year.

2021 School Calendars
Last year we created a Calendar to remember the…. Unique year that was 2020 very
funny!
If you have already ordered & paid, do not forget to collect your calendar from the
office.

We still have a few calendars available for $20, they are quite good quality & worth a
look. Pop your head in & ask at the office to see what you think.

Bowl Patrol will be held at:
Bendigo Bowling Centre
159 Hargreaves St
Bendigo Vic 3550
Starting Tuesday 4.00pm
9th Feb

