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WOMINJEKA 

Eppalock Primary School acknowledges that our 
school stands on the traditional lands of the Dja Dja Wurrung.  We pay respects to the Elders past, 

present and future as the custodians who have cared for this country for 65,000 years. 

We pledge to learn from their ancient culture and continue to care for the land. 

 

 

Welcome back to term 3.  We hope families were able to get some relaxing time together during the 
break.  If you have any family photos of anything you got up to over the break please send them into 
Nikki at the office and we might be able to put them in the newsletter over the next couple of 
weeks. 

 

At the end of last term I invited families to reflect on the first half of the year and provide some 
feedback in regards to what they see is working well at school, what are our obstacles/what is not 
working well and also any wonderings or ideas for consideration in the second half of the year.  If 
you have any thoughts or input please send them on over the next couple of weeks.  While we 
cannot action every suggestion, all input will be considered.  You can either send them in with a 
name, or anonymously if preferred.  Below is the snapshot of what our student leaders contributed 
at the end of last term. 

 

 

 

 

 

Working Well Obstacles Wonderings/ideas 

• Assembly 

• Problem solving 

• Playing in the yard, every-
one is kind. 

• We care for our environ-
ment 

• Excursions being can-
celled/not doable. 

• Fake game rules upsetting 
people – but other than 
that its going well. 

• Breathable PE shirts for 
our uniform. 

http://www.eppalock.ps.vic.edu.au


Restriction updates  

School guidelines and restrictions in Victoria have eased again recently.  On Friday I attached a 
parent letter on Educate Us from DET in regards to some of these restrictions and guidelines, as 
well as information for families who may have travelled interstate during the holiday break.  Please 
let us know at school if your family needs to quarantine or isolate at the beginning of term 3. 

• Families and visitors are able to come back on site this term however must wear masks inside, 
check in via the QR code provided (or manually), use hand sanitiser and adhere to density 
limits.  Please come along to our Friday morning assembly at 9:05am if you are interested and 
available and even offer to help out in your child's classroom if you would like to.  Parents can 
also come inside the school grounds to drop off and pick up children. 

• School tours can take place under the guidelines. 

• Playgroup is also able to go ahead Friday morning. 

• Breakfast club will run Tues/Weds/Thurs this week from 8:15am-8:50am. 

• Incursions, excursions and camps can go ahead with single schools. 

• Interschool sport can occur with density limits and under guidelines of the specific sport/
venue. 

2022 Enrolments 

Enrolments for new students for 2022 are still being taken, thanks to those families who have 
already completed the required documentation.  If you know of any families who might be 
interested in our school for next year, please pass on my contact email 
jason.oneill@education.vic.gov.au.  We will hold another information session for new and 
prospective families during term 3 on a date to be confirmed.  School tours can go ahead for small 
groups. 

 

 

 

After School Care – Our Patch 

Our After School Care program through our provider Our Patch began Monday afternoon.  I would 
encourage families to use this program where they can and when required.  For our school to 
maintain an After School Program in the future we need to be able to show that there is a need that 
can be sustained.  Please spread the word that we do have After School Care at Eppalock PS.  For all 
information about After School Care, please check out the Our Patch website and follow the links, 
or pick up the information sheet at the front office.  After School Care takes place in our old school 
building each afternoon and runs from 315pm-600pm.  Families who are able to access the child 
care subsidy can do so to reduce costs per session. 

 

Our Patch is pleased to Introduce your Patch Leader Heather Freeman. 

 

Heather has her advance Diploma in Art Therapy, Certificate 3 in Community Services and is enrolled 

in her Diploma in Education and Care. Heather has a wealth of experience she will bring to the Patch 

Leader position and we are excited for her to be a part of Our Patch. 

mailto:jason.oneill@education.vic.gov.au


Regular reminders for term 3; 

• If you would like to help out in a classroom during the day, please contact your child’s 
classroom teacher.  No experience necessary. 

• If you are keen to help with morning breakfast club please let Mr O know.  We aim to have this 
program running 4-5 days a week this term.  This usually runs from 8:15am-8:45am.   

• Students are still required to stay home if unwell. 

• Don’t forget to record your child’s nightly reading in the school diary.  

 

 

School Wide Positive Behaviours, House points and weekly awards 

We didn’t quite get to our target of 75 PA cards for the term, finishing on 61.  Discussing this with 

our students at the end of term it was great to hear that they believed 75 was achievable in term 3 

and we would all be working to reach that target again.  Staff will be again on the lookout in the yard 

for students who are working hard to show our school values on a regular basis. 

 

Seeking help for some school jobs. 

I will leave the retaining wall job in the newsletter for another week or two to see if we have any 

takers.  If not we will obtain some quotes to get the work done in the near future.   If you have the 

skills/tools/experience to complete this job, it would be very much appreciated. 

We also have a load of new library books that we require some help to contact and prepare for our 

library.  If you have some time and would like to help with covering some books, please let us know.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Semester 2 documents for School 

As we move into semester 2, we ask that families who have any students who have specific medical 

or dietary requirements, send in written documentation to school to be kept on file and displayed in 

our first aide area.  This could include updated asthma or anaphylaxis plans, food allergies or 

individual dietary requirements. All of this information is vital for staff to be able to administer any 

first aide processes at school. 



Bushfire preparedness and shelter in place 

Being a BARR (Bushfire at Risk Register) school we have again been allocated some funds to 

complete some prevantative works around the school.  In the lead up to the fire period you will 

again see some different jobs being done through this program.  In the past this has included tasks 

such as; 

Trimming back trees and vegetation 

Cleaning gutters 

Installing an irrigation system on the oval 

Installing a school PA system 

Completing a formal fire preparedness report/audit 

 

There will also be some bigger jobs being completed through the Victorian School Building 

Authority as part of the Shelter in Place building works.  This program prepares BARR schools for 

the fire season and ensures Shelter in Place buildings are compliant and safe in the event of an 

approaching fire. All BARR schools are required to have this work completed under DET 

guidelines.  During the next school holiday period this work will be completed.  Jobs will include; 

fire proof shutters on windows, replacing the current wooden ramps with non-combustible 

materials, as well as a few others.  We will continue to communicate this work in the newsletter so 

that families are aware. 

 

Healthy Eating Policy 

Early last year before Covid began, our school council discussed and ratified a healthy eating policy.  

It may not have been communicated as clearly as could have been due to the onset of Covid at that 

time.  This policy aims to promote healthy eating in the school through guidelines for fundraising 

events, special lunches, food share and staff provision of class rewards.  You will find this policy on 

our school website in our parent section.  One area not currently specifically mentioned in the 

policy is around family foods for birthday celebrations. We occasionally have some families send in 

cupcakes and other edible items on a students birthday which would fall into the ‘rarely’ and 

‘sometimes’ foods mentioned in the policy.  I am aware that some schools no longer allow this due 

to a number of reasons, including student dietary requirements and beliefs etc.  It is an area that I 

intend to raise at school council this month for discussion.  What are your thoughts about family 

provision of food items in schools and for birthday celebrations?  Should it be allowed/allowed with 

restrictions/banned/modified?  Please send in your thoughts to be included in the discussion. 

 

School Council seat vacant 

Just a reminder that we do still have a seat vacant on school council.  Being on school council you 

will be able to have direct input into school policy direction such as the healthy eating policy.  If you 

are interested please contact Mr O’Neill at school. 



$112 was raised for the  Terry Floyd foundation by Eppalock PS 

This is what we love doing.. helping kids where ever we can and being 
able to assist kids Build Brighter Futures. And the kids that have the 
MARC Van attend in the Bendigo / Eppalock/ Marong area will defi-
nitely be able to do that with Sue who is very passionate about her 
work.. Thank you to Dymocks Children’s Charity for once again match-

ing us with this very special cause.   

Wow how amazing is this .. All the guys at Eppalock PS doing a 
Blue Casual Dress day for the Foundation. There was also BLUE 
cupcakes made for the day but the word is they were gobbled 

up before any pics could be taken . Big Big shout-out to 
ALL the kids at Eppalock PS and to all the teachers that made 
this possible.. Special Shout-out to Sue who contacted us and 

made this possible…Well Done Guys ..   

T E R R Y  F L O Y D  F O U N D A T I O N  

Wow what a week it 

was… we paid tribute 

to Terry on his anni-

versary and one of 

the rewarding ways 

to do that was to an-

nounce another 

MARC Van donation 

to help with reading 

resources for more 

kids to enjoy  

https://www.facebook.com/Terry-Floyd-Foundation-353115605289627/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWcodxKdxfdq9h34HfYMmW_PzYsY65zwxO_bwf7z7mAgyA159p3ZwsUEDu9U0IVGG2NubNokpcprC6oD_52xRZStBwWMCTRlgoyJq94ZgJLxXfjoFKX29dFSlUC2XQyuzl_infE5FnX-flz6UTgtnCh&__tn__=-UC%2CP-R


Tips for Parents and Carers - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Fw3LzWe-93U 
MENTAL HEALTH LINKS 

Resources for your health 

The following external resources are available to support your mental health and wellbeing: 

Headspace – for family and friends 

Beyondblue – COVID19 

Lifeline – Mental health and wellbeing during the COVID-19 outbreak 

Additional resources 

To share with children and young people 

headspace – how to cope with stress related to Novel Coronavirus 

ReachOut – coping during the coronavirus 

For up-to-date information and advice on coronavirus (COVID-19), visit: 

DET coronavirus website 

DHHS coronavirus website 

  ILLNESS REMINDER 

Please remember that if your child is sick or has a sore throat/cough/runny nose or temperature 

that they need to stay home.  We are doing regular temperature checking at school and we will 

call and ask you to pick up your child if they have a temperature or are unwell.   We still need to 

comply with COVID regulations.  We appreciate your understanding with this.   

 

Some helpful links 
https://suelarkey.com.au/kids-who-struggle-with-handwriting/ 

 
https://suelarkey.com.au/de-escalation-strategies/  

 
https://www.parentingideas.com.au/blog/helping-child-tricky-friendships/  
 

https://www.amaze.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/Amaze-Information-Sheet-Stress-
and-anger-management-for-autistic-people.pdf 

 
 

https://suelarkey.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Sue-Larkey-ADHD.pdf 
 

https://suelarkey.com.au/why-traditional-behaviour-strategies-dont-work/  
 

https://suelarkey.com.au/understanding-screen-addiction/ 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DFw3LzWe-93U&data=04%7C01%7Cjason.oneill%40education.vic.gov.au%7Ccbb92a3b82774701c7c608d926f6fb03%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637583664789569493%7
https://headspace.org.au/friends-and-family/life-issues/
https://www.beyondblue.org.au/the-facts/looking-after-your-mental-health-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak
https://www.lifeline.org.au/get-help/topics/mental-health-and-wellbeing-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak
https://headspace.org.au/young-people/how-to-cope-with-stress-related-to-covid-19/
https://au.reachout.com/collections/coping-during-coronavirus
https://education.vic.gov.au/about/department/Pages/coronavirus.aspx
https://www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/coronavirus
https://suelarkey.com.au/kids-who-struggle-with-handwriting/
https://suelarkey.com.au/de-escalation-strategies/
https://www.parentingideas.com.au/blog/helping-child-tricky-friendships/
https://www.amaze.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/Amaze-Information-Sheet-Stress-and-anger-management-for-autistic-people.pdf
https://www.amaze.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/Amaze-Information-Sheet-Stress-and-anger-management-for-autistic-people.pdf
https://suelarkey.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Sue-Larkey-ADHD.pdf
https://suelarkey.com.au/why-traditional-behaviour-strategies-dont-work/
https://suelarkey.com.au/understanding-screen-addiction/


IMPORTANT DATES 

JULY 

Monday 12th  First day Term 3 

Friday  16th  Hockey 

Monday  26th 4/5/6 Excursion—Bacchus Marsh 

AUGUST 

Friday  6th 2-6 Excursion—Ballarat 

Tuesday 17th P-3 Excursion—Bacchus Marsh 

Friday  13th Tree Planting Day  

 

 



 

Dakota 

Logan 

Mikaylah 

  BUNJIL     403 

YULAWIL   440        

                 WATJARANG    359 

 

 

Audrey.S               Jack 

    Billy                     Henry 

 

 

 

 

4/5/6 

2/3 

p/1 

 

*Please note that these are future awards that will be handed out at assembly 

on Fridays to give the parents an opportunity to come to assembly to see their 

child receive their awards   





Please email your holiday photos to Nikki @ nicole.mannes2@education.vic.gov.au 

Charlie @ Birdsville QLD for 

the Big Red Bash 

O’Neill Family enjoying the 

beautiful weather @ Byron 

Bay 



TUESDAY 

WEDNESDAYS 

THURSDAYS 

 


