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S C H O O L V ALU E S
Be Resilient
Be Kind
Be Responsible

Be Respectful

2020 Monday 10th August

Well that all changed quickly. I would like to, again, thank our school community for your
flexibility, patience and support during these unusual and uncertain times. The quick move
back to remote learning will be inconvenient for some families and maybe not preferred, but
unfortunately these strategies are necessary during these times to help minimise risk for
everyone in our community. For those feeling stress, anxiety or pressure, please refer to the
numbers listed below.

Resources for your health
The following external resources are available to support your mental health and wellbeing:
Headspace – for family and friends

Beyondblue – COVID19
Lifeline – Mental health and wellbeing during the COVID-19 outbreak
ADDITIONAL RESOURCE S
To share with children and young people
headspace – how to cope with stress related to Novel Coronavirus
ReachOut – coping during the coronavirus
For up-to-date information and advice on coronavirus (COVID-19), visit:

DET coronavirus website
DHHS coronavirus website

REMOTE LEARNING
In the newsletter last week I mentioned a range of strategies/questions/prompts that might help
parents with remote learning at home. If you need some guidance it is worth revisiting those tips
from last week. It might not work for everyone, but it might give you an idea to try in your house.
We have had a focus on kindness at school in the first 3 weeks, however this week I am including the
school expectations around Learning and how we show each of our values (responsibility, resilience,
kindness and respect) in our learning at school. These are very relevant for our current remote
learning period.

We work quietly
We listen to the ideas of others
We respect our work
We respect our learning
We respect all equipment
We use equipment appropriately.
We do our own work
We respect each other

We try our best
We help others
We are honest
We’re responsible with our work
We follow fair and reasonable instructions.
We look after our belongings
We make positive choices and sit in productive areas.
We put things back where they belong.

We cooperate with others
We apologise if necessary
We do the right thing
We treat others fairly
We share with others and let them
have a turn if needed.
We ignore negative behaviour of others.

We persist to complete tasks
We get what we get and don’t get upset.
We stay calm if we do something wrong
We keep trying.
We never give up until we are proud

It might be worth speaking about these with your children at home. Staff will make a point of
speaking with students about these during the week to remind them that they should be continuing
to show these values in all situations, not just at school.

DRIVE THRU FOR WORK PICK UP
We have been using our drive through area as a Monday morning work pick up. This seemed to work
well last week. Pick up of work activities is between 9.00-10.00am. If this does not suit families,
please make an alternative time and staff will bring work out to you. If it is raining or wet we will
most likely move to the middle gate and back gate to distribute packs as we will be able to use the
eating area shelter. We would advise of any change through edcuateus on that morning.

TEMPERATURE CHECKS AND ILLNESS
As of this week, any students attending on-site will undergo a temperature check at the start of the
day. This will be done with a temperature scanning device provided by the Department. You may
have experienced this non-intrusive method already in the community. One of our ES staff will be
conducting these each morning. Any students presenting with a raised temperature or illness will be
required to be picked up as soon as possible. In the case of a high temperature on a first scan, a
second scan will be done to confirm the result. I am happy to answer any questions about this process
if required.

2021 ENROLMENT
Anyone looking to enrol at Eppalock PS in 2021 can submit forms to the school at any time. The forms
can be obtained from our website or by contacting the office. Forms can be submitted via mail or
scanned and sent through. It would be great to have a good idea of our numbers before the end of
term 3. We have classroom places available at most year levels for 2021.

HOUSE POINTS
Our updated House Points totals are;

Bunjil

345

Yulawil

342

Watjarang 330

VIRTUAL ASSEMBLY
We will schedule a virtual assembly for next week again. This will take place at 2:30pm on Monday
afternoon as a way to finish the ‘school day’. Meeting number 571 894 505.

IMPORTANT DATES
August

Monday

10th Pick up/drop off students work 9am –10am
Webex Virtual assembly @ 2.30pm

Tuesday

11th Chinese Webex 10.30—11am (456)

Monday

17th Pick up/drop off students work 9am—10am
Webex Virtual assembly @ 2.30pm

Tuesday

18th Chinese Webex 10.30—11am (456)

MARC AUGUST NEWSLETTER
It’s been a long time between newsletters.
Thanks to all those students who sent me photos of their remote learning
work, or brought it in for me to see. You all did a brilliant job!

What’s been happening in MARC lessons

In Junior classes we have read Jackie French’s
Diary of a Wombat and students have written
mini diaries about their week.
Senior classes shared I Want to be in a Book. Students created their own characters and wrote a
mini story book about them.

Here are the new dates for Book Week. We will
be discussing the theme and some of the short
listed books in class.

Elmore

Monday Oct 19th

Lockwood Sth Tuesday Oct 20th
Eppalock

Wednesday Oct 21st

Bridgewater

Thursday Oct 22nd

Marong

Monday Oct 26th

Axedale

Tuesday Oct 27th

Inglewood

Wednesday Oct 28th

Raywood

Thursday Oct 29th

Goornong

Friday Oct 30th

The MARC Van has been incredibly
lucky to receive a second donation
of books from Sarah Mayor-Cox. Sarah is a children’s book reviewer, coordinator of the Writer’s Festsival
school’s program Text Marks the Spot
as well as many other book related
things! Her donations to our service
are greatly appreciated (and have a
value of nearly $5,000). Students
have helped create a Thank You
book for Sarah.

Parent’s Club update JULY 2020
Recycle for Eppalock Primary
Thank you to those already saving your cans for Eppalock Primary school.

We will be transporting the collected cans for cash, later.
Thankyou to the Petrie family who donated the green bins for our can collection.
These bins are located just inside the double gates up near the CFA shed.
We are asking that any cans/bottles please be left in the boxes or bags when being
placed in these bins so that we can get them out easier.
Thank-you.

Parent Club Meeting
Postponed for now, we will review parent club meetings as we get the updates for the
Covid-19 restrictions.
Firewood Fundraiser
The firewood wood fundraiser is going well. There is still plenty of wood left so if you
know anyone that has a fire make sure you let them know about our fundraiser.

Wow how good do 2 of our wonderful preps look dressing up for what would have
been our 100 days of learning celebration? Now although we may have missed the
opportunity to celebrate as a class on Friday, there is no way we need to miss out
altogether. So, to celebrate this day remote learning style we will be having a P/1
Fairy bread party this coming Friday the 14th of August. We had planned to make
fairy bread using 100’s and 1000’s for this wonderful day but now it will just have to
be via WebEx. So I am calling all Prep/1s to jump on Miss B’s WebEx code at
11:00am for a fun procedural morning making our own which we can share as a fun
morning tea. Feel free to dress up in the outfit you had planned to show everybody,
I can’t wait to see you all for a fun morning.

What a last week or so it has been…
Firstly I would just like to say a massive well done to the parents and students for
their attitude going into the Remote Learning 2.0 period. It was great to have
students trying to approach a difficult time with a positive attitude. On Monday
last week the 4/5/6 class held discussions around the Positives, Negatives and the
Interesting points on the first round of remote learning. It was great to hear the
students reflect and share their great life hacks as well as the difficulties they
faced. This helps us as teachers change and tweak certain aspects of remote
learning to make it an even more positive experience for students and families.
After looking at the negatives of remote learning we looked as a class of things
we can put in place to help us. This included the class having a 9-9:30 WebEx
Tuesday-Friday and 2x Maths dedicated WebEx lessons on a Tuesday and
Thursday. A reminder to parents that the times and codes for these are on the
timetable for this week.
As we moved into our first 3 days of RL 2.0 last week it was fantastic to be
receiving SO many emails from the students on the great work they have
completed, their enthusiasm was great. The kids have been jumping back on our
Google Classroom and it is a hive of activity with student interaction and work
coming in. The independence the kids have started with has been great. I made a
big point of reminding the kids that if they have questions, can’t find things, are
confused or overwhelmed that they have email and Google Classroom to reach
out and ask for help. Parents it would be worth reminding them that if they have a
question all they need to do is email me so I can help – I am at my computer
pretty much all day waiting to respond
that way I can provide an answer or
arrange a 1 on 1 WebEx.
Ps, Well done to the 4/5/6 students on taking out back to back Mad Monday
awards the last couple of weeks – WoooHooo #champs!!!
Mr Mac.

Fun Languages for Kids
Play-based, fun language lessons
for pre-schoolers (2-5yrs) and
primary kids (5-12yrs).
We are running them online at
the moment $10 per class for
Eppalock kids. Beginner level.
Games, songs & fun activities.
Choose from French, Chinese or
Auslan. Fabulous teachers and
you get vocab resources, taped
classes for watching back and
have lots of laughs!
Email Sal: sal.symes@gmail.com
If you are a part of our school community and would like to advertise your business or side
hobby (Tupperware etc) in the newsletter over the next few weeks please send an email to :

nicole.mannes2@education.vic.gov.au
with details of your business or a copy of your business card.

Bendigo Party Assistants.

Small family owned and operated
business.
Birthday parties,
Engagements, Weddings, Funerals,
Sporting Nights,
Christmas

Need help with streamlining your business reporting,
making sense of data, or developing a strategic plan
for your business?
With over 10 years experience in management
practices and a passion for transforming data into
strategic solutions to grow your profit, Cameron can
help improve efficiencies in your business, giving you
more time for more important things like family
time.
0408 432 423
bridgesdataconsulting@gmail.com

Hi everybody,

As working bees are still postponed and we couldn’t work together on the veggie garden as
planned, Kyle and I have been at school every Saturday working hard to get it finished. Happy to
say it’s nearly there!
The fence is up, the raised beds are filled, mulched and irrigation is set up. Wicking beds are together (I’ll post photos of how we made them for anyone interested). Suspension wire is nearly
finished, all that is left after that is eucy mulch on the ground and the work bench and seats.
This year certainly hasn’t gone to plan but this has been a great project to see come together and
we can’t wait to see the kids in the garden!
Thank you to CEPA for their 2 community grants that paid for the purchase of building materials.
This garden has been a long time coming and we are rapt it’s finally up.
Thank you to everyone who has helped out so far, we had so many workers at the first working
bee in March who stayed for hours and got so much done - thank you! And thank goodness we
got so much done that weekend or it might still have been a patch of dirt now.
Thank you to the kids over the past few weeks at school wheelbarrowing dirt into the raised
beds, what fantastic gardeners they are already and I bet they will do a great job caring for their
new space!
Thank you to Chris Martin for clearing the site for us to first work on, Kevin Reade for digging the
holes for the posts and donating a garden gate, Paul and Marie Mannes for donating chicken manure, the Wood family for donating a garden gate and the Nunns family for donating a red gum
work bench top!!
We have planted some flowers and climbers to get them established and hopefully when the kids
are back in term 4 they’ll have some flowers to pick.

If anyone would like to have a go at growing some spring/ summer seedlings now while you’re in
iso we would love the kids to do some planting in term 4! They are best grown in seed raising mix
from the nursery and will probably need to be grown in a hot house kind of set up but you can
also experiment growing them in a large plastic tub with a lid. Have a google and have a go!
You could try

- Tomatoes
- Basil
- Zucchini
- Pumpkin
- Capsicums
- Marigolds

- Cucumber
- Eggplant
- Peas
- Corn
- Nasturtiums

Whatever you like! Some things grow best with seed sown straight into the garden like sunflowers and carrots so don’t worry about trying those, kids can do that next term. And if you find any
heirloom or organic varieties of seeds even better! There are some really beautiful heirloom varieties with lots of different colours.
Thanks Caitlin and Kyle

