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WOMINJEKA 

Eppalock Primary School acknowledges that our 
school stands on the traditional lands of the Dja Dja Wurrung.  We pay respects to the Elders past, 

present and future as the custodians who have cared for this country for 65,000 years. 

We pledge to learn from their ancient culture and continue to care for the land. 

 

 

We have been able to move back into the school routines really well again this week and the 
students adjusted in such a positive manner to being back on-site. I often wander down to the 
‘building area’ and the ‘rock shops’ during break times to see what is going on. This has been quite a 
popular area in recent times, with multiple bases being built, a range of rock shops and now an 
active and functioning ‘waterway system’. Quite a few students are bringing along their gumboots 
for break times to change in and out of which staff are supportive of if parents allow it from home. 
This enables shoes to be kept a bit cleaner as well. I have included a few photos of some students 
who have done a great job out in the yard this term playing in a positive, safe and calm manner with 
each other. The peer interaction , team work and cooperation amongst all these people has been 
amazing. All of these groups below have earnt a PA card for the great work they have done outside 
recently.  
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During our current environment everyone is doing it a bit tough at different times, some days will be 
better than others.  Our school community has been amazing at demonstrating our School values of 
Kindness, Respect, Resilience and Responsibility.  I would encourage everyone to keep reaching out 
to each other, even if you think others are well, having a conversation and showing that little bit of 
extra care or concern by asking each other ‘are you ok?’ is important.  September 9th is ‘Are you ok?’ 
day, but we don’t have to wait for that day to ask each other how we are going.  We don’t always 
know what is going on with other people and they can ‘mask’ it very well.  We always need to 
consider this when having conversations, especially during these very challenging times.  Thanks 
again to our school community for the respect and support shown to our staff over the past 18 
months.  If anyone needs help or support or needs to reach out please do so, or use the links and 
resources at the bottom of the newsletter. 

 

Update on guidelines and restrictions; 

 

• Only essential visitors allowed on-site. 

• All non-essential activities or events on school grounds should be rescheduled or cancelled to 
ensure risk minimisation. 

• Meetings and events must move to online format. 

• Mask rules, social distancing and density limits must be adhered to inside the school grounds 
and buildings. 

• After school care is considered an essential service and is able to continue to operate. 

• Students of essential workers, vulnerable students and students with disabilities able to attend 
on-site. 

 

If families need to contact staff for any reason they can still be contacted via email, class online 
platforms and  

via phone. I have really appreciated the phone contact recently and this is usually the quickest way 
to bring something to the attention of staff.  As much as email is a convenient method to write down 
any issues or concerns, staff will not always be able to get to emails during any given day.  A 
conversation is always the best method of communication for important issues or anything needing 
immediate attention.  Webex meetings can also be arranged if required. 

 



After School Care – Our Patch 

It has been great to see a few students through the program at the start of the term.  Remember this 
is available each afternoon from 3:15pm-6:00pm.  Heather is doing a great job getting set up and 
comes over to the main building each afternoon to check in with all students registered for the day.  
Students receive a little snack at the start of the session and have lots of different activities available 
to them each afternoon. 

 

2022 Enrolments 

Enrolments and interest for 2022 is positive.  Please take the time to submit any enrolment forms for 
new Foundation students when you can.  This will give us a more accurate indication of numbers for 
next year and also ensures we know how many places we can have for students from outside our 
regular zoned and catchment areas.  Please also let Mr O’Neill know if you are moving away from 
our school community next year as this information is also important for staff planning. 

 

School Wide Positive Behaviours, House points and weekly awards 

With a great week back on-site we had a number of PA cards given out in the yard for our students.  

We are now up to; 

Great job to; 

• Harry G, Loki, Eddie & Xavier for working well as a team and showing kindness and respect 

with each other. 

• Daisy, Annika & Charli for showing Resilience in trying a new sport and learning new skills. 

• Rosa for showing kindness and respect to all of her rock shop customers. 

• Zach, Jett, Charlie & Logan for respecting each other in the base area. 

 

School Council seat vacant 

We are still calling for a family member to be part of our 2021 School Council.  If you would like to 

take up this vacant position please contact Mr O’Neill at school. 

 

Tutoring with Ms Lindhe 

This program has been up and running since the start of term 3 with Ms Lindhe.  A number of 

students across the school have been working with Ms Lindhe on a Tuesday both in small groups and 

individually.  Great to see Ms Lindhe back at school working with the students in this capacity. 

  ILLNESS REMINDER 

Please remember that if your child is sick or has a sore throat/cough/runny nose or temperature 

that they need to stay home.  We are doing regular temperature checking at school and we will 

call and ask you to pick up your child if they have a temperature or are unwell.   We still need to 

comply with COVID regulations.  We appreciate your understanding with this.   



Help wanted 

We have had an amazing response to our call for help at different times and really appreciate the 

offers of assistance.  This week we have another ‘flat pack’ task which requires some expertise with 

a drill.  Heather from After School Care has put together quite a few items in the past weeks but 

doesn’t have a drill to finish this one off.  If anyone is able to help out by completing this item that 

would be very much appreciated. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Another task we need some help with would be to make some curtains around the school.  If you 

have some skills in this area please make contact and we can work out if what needs to be done is 

in your skill set and time availability.  Thanks again. 

 

Respectful Relationships 

One welfare program used across the school to check in with our students is Respectful 

Relationships.  This program covers a range of topics and provides opportunities for students and 

staff to discuss social strategies and emotions.  Over the next few weeks we will keep you updated 

with what is being covered during class time to give you a quick snapshot of conversations that 

might be happening at school so that you can continue them at home. 

 

Attendance Goals 

Although extremely difficult in these times, we are still aiming to be as close to our attendance 

goals of all classes reaching 95% attendance at the end of the school year.  There will be times when 

this is not possible because of illness or being away for a specified reason and remote learning also 

makes it tricky to get an accurate read on attendance, however we aren’t that far away from being 

at 95%.  We appreciate families still keeping students home if they have symptoms of being unwell. 

Our goal is to have – The attendance of all 3 classes above 95% -  
                    (2020 P/1 =92.35%, 2/3 95.7%, 456 90.92%)  
Current August 2021 - P/1 – 92.59%, 2/3 92.33%, 456 92.14%)   



AUSLAN 

This semester we do not have Chinese operating each week, however classes are working on 

learning to communicate with AUSLAN.  Classes have a scheduled timeslot during the week to learn 

some new skills which you may have seen starting to be done at home.  We are looking forward to 

continuing to develop skills in this area. 

Breakfast Club & Pie Warmer 

Will be on this week.  Breakfast club is on Wednesday and Thursday. 

Pie Warmer is on Wednesday. 

We also have a few breakfast items available for any families who would like a few bits and pieces.  

There is muesli, oats, cheerios, wheet bix and breakfast boxes available on request.   

 

Eppalock Book Week 2021 

Our dress up parade  

and activities will be on 

Wednesday Sept 1st  

Come as your favourite  

book character! 



Tips for Parents and Carers - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Fw3LzWe-93U 
MENTAL HEALTH LINKS 

Resources for your health 

The following external resources are available to support your mental health and wellbeing: 

Headspace – for family and friends 

Beyondblue – COVID19 

Lifeline – Mental health and wellbeing during the COVID-19 outbreak 

Additional resources 

To share with children and young people 

headspace – how to cope with stress related to Novel Coronavirus 

ReachOut – coping during the coronavirus 

For up-to-date information and advice on coronavirus (COVID-19), visit: 

DET coronavirus website 

DHHS coronavirus website 

 

F U R T H E R  I N F O R M A T I O N  A N D  S U P P O R T  
External support is also available to staff and students, including: 
Safe Steps Family Violence, Victoria’s state-wide family violence 
support service, available 24 hours a day, seven days a week 
Kids Helpline, children and young people counselling support 
service, available 24 hours a day, seven days a week 
Parentline, parenting counselling support service, available 8am to 
midnight, seven days a week 
The Lookout website with information on family violence supports 
and local services across Victoria 

What’s ok at home? website for children, young people and adult 
allies to support their safety when family violence is occurring in the home 

1800 Respect, national family violence support and counselling service, available 24 hours a day, seven days a week 

 

 
Some helpful links 

https://suelarkey.com.au/kids-who-struggle-with-handwriting/ 
 

https://suelarkey.com.au/de-escalation-strategies/  
 

https://www.parentingideas.com.au/blog/helping-child-tricky-friendships/  
 

https://www.amaze.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/Amaze-Information-Sheet-Stress-and-anger-
management-for-autistic-people.pdf 

 
 

https://suelarkey.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Sue-Larkey-ADHD.pdf 
 

https://suelarkey.com.au/why-traditional-behaviour-strategies-dont-work/  
 

https://suelarkey.com.au/understanding-screen-addiction/ 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DFw3LzWe-93U&data=04%7C01%7Cjason.oneill%40education.vic.gov.au%7Ccbb92a3b82774701c7c608d926f6fb03%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637583664789569493%7
https://headspace.org.au/friends-and-family/life-issues/
https://www.beyondblue.org.au/the-facts/looking-after-your-mental-health-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak
https://www.lifeline.org.au/get-help/topics/mental-health-and-wellbeing-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak
https://headspace.org.au/young-people/how-to-cope-with-stress-related-to-covid-19/
https://au.reachout.com/collections/coping-during-coronavirus
https://education.vic.gov.au/about/department/Pages/coronavirus.aspx
https://www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/coronavirus
http://www.safesteps.org.au/
https://kidshelpline.com.au/
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/contact/Pages/parentline.aspx?Redirect=1
https://www.thelookout.org.au/
https://woah.org.au/
https://www.1800respect.org.au/?gclid=Cj0KCQjwuNbsBRC-ARIsAAzITudF6nWbIWXLXIg9LDjPlkqmAGSr1qtYLlrEy1aGwVeTELuyyarfzSQaAoGDEALw_wcB
https://www.1800respect.org.au/?gclid=Cj0KCQjwuNbsBRC-ARIsAAzITudF6nWbIWXLXIg9LDjPlkqmAGSr1qtYLlrEy1aGwVeTELuyyarfzSQaAoGDEALw_wcB
https://suelarkey.com.au/kids-who-struggle-with-handwriting/
https://suelarkey.com.au/de-escalation-strategies/
https://www.parentingideas.com.au/blog/helping-child-tricky-friendships/
https://www.amaze.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/Amaze-Information-Sheet-Stress-and-anger-management-for-autistic-people.pdf
https://www.amaze.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/Amaze-Information-Sheet-Stress-and-anger-management-for-autistic-people.pdf
https://suelarkey.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Sue-Larkey-ADHD.pdf
https://suelarkey.com.au/why-traditional-behaviour-strategies-dont-work/
https://suelarkey.com.au/understanding-screen-addiction/


IMPORTANT DATES 

 

AUGUST 

Thursday 19th Shared Science Day @ Eppalock PS 

Friday  27th Tree Planting  

SEPTEMBER 

Wednesday 1st  Book Week dress up day 

Thursday 2nd Snakes (Incursion) 

Tuesday 7th Ecolinc P-3  

Thursday 16th Discovery centre excursion 

Friday  17th last day of TERM 3—1.30pm finish 

 

 

• Pie warmer will be on Wednesday 

WEDNESDAY 

THURSDAYS 



 

Izaak 

Jett 

Harry G 

  BUNJIL     414 

YULAWIL   461        

                 WATJARANG    372 

 

 

Harry M 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2/3 

p/1 

4/5/6 

 

*Please note that these are future awards that will be handed out at assembly 

on Fridays to give the parents an opportunity to come to assembly to see their 

child receive their awards   





  



  








