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S C H O O L V ALU E S
Be Resilient
Be Kind
Be Responsible

Be Respectful

2020 Monday 7th September
REMOTE LEARNING

This week should have been the last week of remote learning 2.0. I will send an
announcement out on uEducateUs with the updated information in regard to remote learning
and when the children will be back at school once I receive official wording from the
department. It has been another challenging time for everyone in our school community and
I personally would like to thank everyone again for their patience, flexibility and support, it
really has been appreciated. I acknowledge that remote learning has been inconvenient and
stressful for everyone, it has not been ideal. Every conversation I have had with families
throughout this time has been respectful and constructive. So a huge thanks to you all for the
great work you have done at home juggling everything and supporting your children with their
school work.

A huge thanks also to our staff for the work they have done both at school for on-site
supervision and with providing remote learning packs each week using a variety of strategies.
We currently have young teaching staff across our 3 classrooms and I have been very proud of
the approach they have taken to support students through this difficult time. We have 3 very
professional and dedicated young teachers in Hamish, Kellie and Milly. Also thanks to our
Education support staff for the great work they have done supporting teachers and students.
They really are brilliant at what they do in our school, we have some of the best Education
Support staff I have seen in my time in Education and we are very lucky to have them at
Eppalock PS. Thanks also to Lydia for the great work she has done with Living Green and STEM
– our students love these programs at school, and it is a bit more difficult for Lydia to teach
these remotely, but she has continued to provide engaging and motivating activities for our
families each week. Nikki has also done an amazing job filling in for Marie this term, I bet this
wasn’t what she signed up for at the beginning of the term. Nikki continues to provide a
friendly and welcoming face at school for our school community.
I would also like to acknowledge Steve Wright our cleaner for his continuous work this term
making sure our school is as clean as it can be each day. Steve has had to come into school at
unusual times for some extra cleaning and we appreciate everything he has done and will

The following links have been in the newsletter the past few weeks but will continue to be provided
for anyone that might needs some assistance with these challenging times. If you are struggling at
home, please make sure you reach out to someone to have a chat about things.
Resources for your health

The following external resources are available to support your mental health and wellbeing:
Headspace – for family and friends
Beyondblue – COVID19
Lifeline – Mental health and wellbeing during the COVID-19 outbreak

ADDITIONAL RESOURCE S
To share with children and young people
headspace – how to cope with stress related to Novel Coronavirus
ReachOut – coping during the coronavirus
For up-to-date information and advice on coronavirus (COVID-19), visit:
DET coronavirus website
DHHS coronavirus website
Today our student leaders planned and organised a Footy Colours Day. It has been great to see the
growth and development of our student leaders during this difficult time. They have had a focus of
providing some fun outlets for their peers to keep them connected with each other. Special thanks
also to Pippa and Liselle for their continued work with virtual assemblies and hosting these each week.
Don’t forget your ‘crazy hair’ on Wednesday. This is totally voluntary, but it would be great to see a
few photos sent in to school for a bit of fun. Would love to see some parent photos as well. Next
Wednesday the 16th of September the student leaders will be organising a House Colours Day with
some house sports activities during the day. On this day we are asking that students come to school
(Webex Meetings) in their ‘House Colours’ – get creative – but still be able to do some physical activity
in your house colours outfit.
DRIVE THRU FOR STUDENT DROP OFF AND PICK UP
Our drive thru area will continue to operate for student drop off and pick up when school resumes in
term 4 until families are allowed to come on site again. This system will minimise parents
congregating around pick up spots and ensure social distancing amongst adults. We remind parents
to stay in cars when using the drive thru and students only getting in and out of the car when first in
line to ensure safety. A staff member will be on duty at the oval gate each morning and afternoon.
Please let your child/ren know if you will be using this system each day.
We also recommend using the bus as much as possible.
STAFF DUTY

A reminder that staff are on duty in the yard each morning from 8:45am -9:00am and in the afternoon
from 3:15pm-3:30pm.

2021 ENROLMENT
If you know of any families that would like to enrol at Eppalock PS in 2021, please get them to contact
the school as soon as possible to register their interest or obtain enrolment forms. This can be at any
class level. If you are leaving the school for any reason we would also appreciate you letting us
know as soon as possible and hope that a discussion with staff might take place before this decision
is made. Sometimes what might seem like a reason to leave a school could be easily turned around
once a discussion is had and a plan put in place to solve any issues.

VIRTUAL ASSEMBLY
This will take place at 2:20pm on Monday afternoon. Meeting number 571 894 505.

WAY BACK WHEN-SDAY

For the past few weeks our school Facebook page has
featured a look back at some old photos through a Way
Back When-sday post. This has been well received with
many re-connections with past students and families. If
you have not yet seen some of the photos, it is worth
jumping on and having a look to see if you recognise
anyone.

What a lovely surprise to find the
wonderful drawings and notes from the kids at
school on my desk this morning.
I have put them on the board in the tea
room for my team to see.

Thank you

HOUSE POINTS
Our updated House Points totals are;

Bunjil

423

Yulawil

436

Watjarang

421

If anyone would like to have a go at growing some spring/ summer seedlings now while
you’re in iso we would love the kids to do some planting in term 4! They are best grown in
seed raising mix from the nursery and will probably need to be grown in a hot house kind of
set up but you can also experiment growing them in a large plastic tub with a lid. Have a
google and have a go!
You could try

- Tomatoes
- Basil
- Zucchini
- Pumpkin
- Capsicums
- Marigolds

- Cucumber
- Eggplant
- Peas
- Corn
- Nasturtiums

Whatever you like! Some things grow best with seed sown straight into the garden like
sunflowers and carrots so don’t worry about trying those, kids can do that next term. And if
you find any heirloom or organic varieties of seeds even better! There are some really
beautiful heirloom varieties with lots of different colours.

Thanks Caitlin and Kyle

VIRTUAL ASSEMBLY
This will take place at 2:30pm on Monday afternoon as a way to finish the ‘school day’.
Meeting number 571 894 505.

IMPORTANT DATES

SEPTEMBER
Monday

7th

Pick up/drop off students work 9am—10am
Student lead meeting @ 2.30pm
Footy/sports colours day

Wednesday 9th

Crazy hair day

Thursday

10th Pupil free day ( no remote learning)

Monday

14th Pick up/drop off students work 9am—10am

Wednesday 15th House colours Day
Friday

18th Last day of Term 3

OCTOBER
Monday

5th

First day of Term 4 (return to school)

Leisel and Hilary

Hamish

Crime scene

Mieka

Lego Comp
Ned

Pippa

Grade 2/3 Persuasive Writing: Should Miss S Open our Mystery Present?

I definitely believe that Miss S
should open the present.
1. I think you should open the
present because it might be
something that is very cute and
cuddly and fluffy inside.
2. I think you should open it
because presents make you
happy and are always exciting,
and who does not like
excitement?
3. I think you should open it
because if you don’t, you will be
overwhelmed with curiosity.
The present needs to be
opened because everyone really
wants to see what’s inside. And
what is the point of an unopened
present?
By Jett

Miss S Should open the gift.
Firstly, the gift could be a lovely little gift.
Secondly, the gift could be helpful for
doing all of our school work.
Last of all, it had a love heart on it so I’m
guessing it’s nice
She should open the gift because it’s rude
to not open that lovely little gift.
By Jacob

I absolutely most definitely think
that Miss S should open the
present.

I think Miss S should open the
present because it is a really long
time before we get back to school.
Firstly, I think we should because
what if it is a plant and we don't
want it to suffer a death just
because we didn’t give it oxygen or
water?
Secondly, I think we should because
if we open it we can see it in person
for the first time and be so excited
when we get back to school.
Thirdly, I think it will be good to
open it because it can be useful for
remote learning or school.

So yes, I think we should open it
because maybe just maybe it can lift
our little spirit.
Miss S, you know that every
individual kid in your class is
pleading with you to open the
present so do it!
By Mikaylah

I think Miss S should open the
present because I Don’t know
what’s in it.
There might be a class pet in the
present. We should let him out.
There might be some balls in the
present. We could play with
them.
There might be some Lego in the
present.
There might be a rattle snake in
the present.
There Might be an Air Dragon in
The present.
Why wouldn’t we open it?
I think Miss S should open the
present.
By Liam

I think Miss S should open the present.
Reason 1: It might be food or something
that could go rotten before we go back
to school
Reason 2: We need a present to lift our
spirits while we’re in lockdown and
make kids in our grade happy
Reason 3: It might be something useful
we need for remote learning.
I feel strongly that Miss S should
definitely open the present now and not
wait. It is clear that it would make all the
kids happy and make sure that if the
present is food or plant it will survive!
By Ned

I strongly believe we should open
the present because there could
be an adorable little puppy,
rabbit, bird or maybe even a
snake. If they are in the box we
need to take them out or they
will not be able to breathe.
There might be a whole bunch of
lollies or maybe cake!! If we don’t
open it will go yuck.
There hopefully might be a lot of
plants, books or craft things that
we could be using and if we don’t
open the box the plants could
die.

I strongly believe that Miss S
should definitely open the
present because there could be
something very exciting in there
that all of us would love to see!
By Frankie

Parent’s Club update SEPTEMBER 2020
Recycle for Eppalock Primary
Please keep saving your cans for Eppalock Primary school.
Parent Club Meeting
Postponed for now, we will review parent club meetings as we get the updates for the
Covid-19 restrictions.
EPS Mango Drive 2020 is here!!! order by October 24th
Kensington Pride mango trays $25, Mangoes are picked fresh from QLD & delivered to
Eppalock Primary School in early December.
Please see the lovely flyer for details on how to order.
We will also advertise on educate us & Parent’s Face Book page.
Feel free to share far & wide, but please make sure it is understood orders can only be
made via e-mail or on your order form.
A big Thank you to Sian Knight for running the mango fundraiser this year.

MARC SEPTEMBER NEWSLETTER
In between lockdowns I was able to
deliver the thank you book we made
to Sarah Mayor-Cox. Most students
completed a page for the book,
thanking her for her generous
donation to our MARC library.
Sarah was very touched, and told me
it would make wonderful breakfast
reading!
Each book Sarah has donated to the
van has a small blue label on the front.
Look out for them when we can
borrow again!

Although we haven’t been able to
borrow books nearly as much as I
would have liked this year, there are
still some out there in circulation (856
to be exact!).
It would be fabulous if these books
could be
returned to schools
(maybe when you are picking up
learning packs, or at the start of next term), so I can
log them back onto the system. I have emailed all
teachers their list of books if you have forgotten
what you have!
Thanks, Mrs G :)

Celebrating

