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S C H O O L V ALU E S
Be Resilient
Be Kind
Be Responsible

Be Respectful

2020 Monday 14th September
REMOTE LEARNING - END OF TERM 3 & START OF TERM 4

With the announcements made a week ago we are still in remote learning this week and at
this stage, the first week of term 4 (Week of October 5th). Eppalock Primary School will
welcome students back to school on Monday October 12th. We do not see the need to stagger
the return for any classes in that week and would like to bring all students and staff back on site together. October the 12th will also be a House Sports Day for our students to give them a
fun day back at school with their peers and staff. On that day, students can wear their House
Colours. More information will be sent out before the day, but it might be an idea to get some
coloured clothes together in preparation for the day. A simple coloured polo top or shirt
would be quite ok for the day, depending on the weather. Students would also be welcome to
get creative with what they wear, keeping in mind that we will be participating in some
physical activity on the day.
Our current arrangements and procedures for on-site attendance will still be in place for both
this week and the first week back. It would be appreciated if on-site attendance forms are
handed in this week for the start of term 4 as we will still have the bare minimum staff on-site
in that first week.
Unfortunately families are still not permitted on-site until restrictions ease further. We will let
you know when this changes and we do look forward to working more closely with you all
again.

Staff have been discussing the ‘what ifs’ in regards to term 4 events such as transition,
swimming, Book week and graduation. We will communicate plans with these events as we
get into term 4, please keep in mind that we are guided by Government and Department
instructions with these. Depending on guidelines, these events may look a little different this
year – but we aim to make these the best experiences we can for students under the current
circumstances.
With R U Ok day happening last Thursday, another reminder about the links below if you are
struggling with any aspect of life. Please reach out if you are having any issues.

Resources for your health
The following external resources are available to support your mental health and wellbeing:
Headspace – for family and friends
Beyondblue – COVID19
Lifeline – Mental health and wellbeing during the COVID-19 outbreak

ADDITIONAL RESOURCE S
To share with children and young people
headspace – how to cope with stress related to Novel Coronavirus
ReachOut – coping during the coronavirus
For up-to-date information and advice on coronavirus (COVID-19), visit:
DET coronavirus website
DHHS coronavirus website

STUDENT LEADERSHIP
Last week we had a Footy Colours Day and a Crazy Hair day suggested and organised by our school
leaders. We thank them for their ideas and organisation. Students on-site were able to have a good
kick of the footy on the day and enjoyed some physical activity in the yard. We enjoyed seeing
everyone on the afternoon Webex to catch up with what had happened during the day. It was also
great to see a few creative hair styles on the Wednesday. We have included a few pictures later in the
newsletter.

DRIVE THRU FOR STUDENT DROP OFF AND PICK UP
With limited access to the school for parents, we recommend the use of the drive thru drop off and
pick up area to minimise the risk for adults. This has been operating quite well during remote
learning. A staff member will be on duty in this space when students resume next term. Please let
your child/ren know if they are to use this system in the afternoon. Where possible we still
recommend the use of the school bus.

STAFF DUTY

A reminder that staff are on duty in the yard each morning from 8:45am -9:00am and in the afternoon
from 3:15pm-3:30pm.

2021 ENROLMENT
We have been promoting our 2021 enrolments quite a bit lately because of the restrictions on school
tours and information sessions. We are now at the stage where we are calling for confirmation of
2021 enrolment at Eppalock PS for Foundation and any class level. It is vitally important for small
schools to be confident of their student numbers going forward into a new year as one or two
students makes a difference when thinking about staffing and funding of classrooms. If you know of a
family that has still not enrolled please get them to contact the school ASAP to confirm their place.
We have some spots available in all class levels.
Staff will soon be beginning an extended virtual transition process for new Foundation students and
families at the beginning of term 4. The 2020 year has meant we will be doing things a little
differently to ensure new students and families feel welcome and comfortable at Eppalock PS. Any
new students that require a funding application can only begin this process once an enrolment for has
been submitted.

If you are leaving the school for any reason we would also appreciate you letting us know as soon as
possible and hope that a discussion with staff might take place before this decision is made.
Sometimes what might seem like a reason to leave a school could be easily turned around once a
discussion is had and a plan put in place to solve any issues.

FOOTY TIPPING UPDATE
We are almost at the end of the AFL footy tipping year. I have again included the Eppalock PS ladder
which has the top ten. It is very hotly contested at the top of the ladder with Fun Time Freddie and
the Symes family equal on 96. Beat the teachers just behind in third and then Martin Mob and Kade
Simpson battling for 4th place. You will notice that Mr Mc is down in 9th place – he has probably been
tipping Essendon every week! Good luck for the final week and we will have a presentation of a
trophy when school gets back (we just have to get the perpetual trophy back from Steve). Go Blues.

HOUSE POINTS
Our updated House Points totals are;

Bunjil

441

Yulawil

450

Watjarang

443

Book Week at Eppalock
This year Book Week will be celebrated on

Wednesday October 21st
Students can dress up as their favourite book character for the
day.
MARC lessons on this day (and for most of Term 4) will be based on
some of the short-listed books.

Can’t wait to see everyone back at school and ready to
read some great books!!

VIRTUAL ASSEMBLY

This will take place at 2:30pm on Monday afternoon as a way to finish the ‘school day’.
Meeting number 571 894 505.

IMPORTANT DATES
SEPTEMBER
Monday

14th Pick up/drop off students work 9am—10am

Friday

18th Last day of Term 3

OCTOBER
Monday

5th

First day of Term 4 ( Remote learning)
Pick up/drop off students work 9am—10am

Monday

12th Return to on site learning
House Colours Day

Wednesday 21st Book Week

Friday

23rd AFL Grand final Public Holiday

Wednesday 28th Bendigo Cup Day Public Holiday

NOVEMBER
Monday

23rd Curriculum Day—Report writing day

DECEMBER

Friday

11th Curriculum Day—Planning Day

If anyone would like to have a go at growing some spring/ summer seedlings now while
you’re in iso we would love the kids to do some planting in term 4! They are best grown in
seed raising mix from the nursery and will probably need to be grown in a hot house kind of
set up but you can also experiment growing them in a large plastic tub with a lid. Have a
google and have a go!
You could try

- Tomatoes
- Basil
- Zucchini
- Pumpkin
- Capsicums
- Marigolds

- Cucumber
- Eggplant
- Peas
- Corn
- Nasturtiums

Whatever you like! Some things grow best with seed sown straight into the garden like
sunflowers and carrots so don’t worry about trying those, kids can do that next term. And if
you find any heirloom or organic varieties of seeds even better! There are some really
beautiful heirloom varieties with lots of different colours.

Thanks Caitlin and Kyle

Parent’s Club update SEPTEMBER 2020
Recycle for Eppalock Primary
Please keep saving your cans for Eppalock Primary school.
Parent Club Meeting
Postponed for now, we will review parent club meetings as we get the updates for the
Covid-19 restrictions.
EPS Mango Drive 2020 is here!!! order by October 24 th
Kensington Pride mango trays $25, Mangoes are picked fresh from QLD & delivered to
Eppalock Primary School in early December.
Please see the lovely flyer for details on how to order.
We will also advertise on educate us & Parent’s Face Book page.
Feel free to share far & wide, but please make sure it is understood orders can only
be made via e-mail or on your order form.
A big Thank you to Sian Knight for running the mango fundraiser this year.

MARC SEPTEMBER NEWSLETTER
In between lockdowns I was able to
deliver the thank you book we made
to Sarah Mayor-Cox. Most students
completed a page for the book,
thanking her for her generous
donation to our MARC library.
Sarah was very touched, and told me
it would make wonderful breakfast
reading!
Each book Sarah has donated to the
van has a small blue label on the front.
Look out for them when we can
borrow again!

Although we haven’t been able to
borrow books nearly as much as I
would have liked this year, there are
still some out there in circulation (856
to be exact!).
It would be fabulous if these books
could be
returned to schools
(maybe when you are picking up
learning packs, or at the start of next term), so I can
log them back onto the system. I have emailed all
teachers their list of books if you have forgotten
what you have!
Thanks, Mrs G :)

These items are available for free to any one that would like them.
They have already been taken out and are being stored so we need to
get rid of them soon.

If you are interested in any or all of these
items please contact the school to
arrange a time to collect them.

Window

Storage shelf

Door

Windows and
Blinds

