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SCHOOL VALUES
Be Resilient
Be Kind
Be Responsible
Be Respectful

Well the rain continues to fall which is great, apart from the wet day timetables,
but it is good to have some water in the tanks and the dams are hopefully filling
up. The classes continue to be very positive and out in the yard everyone seems
to have found a friend or group and there is lots of activity going on. The
building area is back up and running and quite a popular spot in the first week of
school.
You may have noticed some work being done on the oval last week. School
council have been able to organise some irrigation for the oval which will provide
the students with a more consistent green space to run and play during the year.
Usually term 1 the oval space is a dust bowl, however with the rain and a little bit
of watering, we are already seeing a green tinge appear. School council is
investigating the best type of turf option and the processes involved in doing that
so we may see a bit more work done in this space at some stage. Thanks to
School Council and in particular Kevin Reade who spent some time speaking with
Midland Irrigation about what needed to be done. The irrigation system also
recognises when it has rained the day before and doesn’t water the oval if that
has happened which is great. We also have access to a tap at the bottom of the
oval now.
The Old School Building has been cleaned up and is almost ready to use. The
kitchen space is a main highlight of our school and I know staff are keen to get
back in there and use the space after last year. I have walked a couple of
students through the area last week and they are super excited with the work
that has been done and are looking forward to using the space for classes.
Thanks again to School Council, as well as Amy Haw, Kelly, Alicia & Kristina for the
work they have done to get the space back up and running.

Our proposed information night for Tuesday the 9th of February has been pushed back
a week, due to recent developments, with a slight change in format and will now take
place on Tuesday the 16th of February. We apologise for any inconvenience this may
cause. The general information session will be for new families mostly, but existing
families are welcome to attend if they feel a refresher is required in some areas.
Schools are still working under some density limits and guidelines so we just can’t
open it up to everyone at once for these types of events. This session will be on-site
for a limited number of families with a priority given to new families and any families
who were new to the school last year. Existing families can tune in via Webex on the
night if they feel as though they would like to hear the information about our school.
Information presented on that night will also go out electronically to all families and is
being revised in newsletters such as this one. The general session will take place on
site from 530-600pm, families can also tune in via webex.
Following that general information session Miss Burgess will present specific F/1
classroom information to families in that classroom both, in person and via webex.
This will take place from 600-630pm. Again, the information presented will also be
sent out electronically.
On Thursday night the 2/3 and 456 specific classroom information sessions will take
place. Information about these two sessions will be sent out. With the current
environment, we are asking that families only attend in person if it is totally necessary
and please don’t feel that it is a compulsory event to attend. Information will be sent
home electronically to inform parents. While it is nice to be able to meet staff in
person and have a chat with other parents on these types of nights, we still need to
be mindful of our current situation regarding COVID and minimising risk.
It is really important that all families have at least one parent logging into Educate us
regularly. If you have lost your login or need a refresher on what Educate us is all
about please contact the school as small group and individual sessions can be
arranged.
Thank you to those families who have contacted the office to update work details or
just general contact details. A reminder that if your current work status has changed
since you enrolled your child all those years ago, please let us know so that we can
change it on our school system. These types of details can impact our school funding,
so most updated information is important.

Community involvement
After last year we are keen to get our community back involved in the school when
we can. At this stage while parents can enter the school grounds we are still guided
by density limits and require caution with whole school events. Thank you for your
patience but we still require a little more until the whole community is back to a place
where people can move around freely without any concern. Once we are back to that
we will have some whole school and community events to open up the school to all.
We are looking forward to that happening soon. Until then, please continue to keep
inside visits to necessity and ensure hand hygiene, masks and signing it at the office if
you are here for a longer period of time.
Working with Children Check and documentation process.
It is also important to know that if you are planning on working/volunteering in the
school in some capacity a Working With Children Check is compulsory.
Documentation for a volunteer is free and doesn’t take long to obtain. Please let us
know at school if you need some help with this process. We have put an outline of
the process up on our office foyer information board. Once you have it in place,
please bring it in to school so that we can keep a copy on file.
Specialists
At this stage for term 1 our specialists will operate on the following days.
Chinese – Tuesdays for semester 1.
MARC Van – Wednesday fortnightly
starting on February 17th Living Green – Wednesday
STEM – Thursdays
Music/Drama – will take place in semester 2
Art – Fridays for semester 1 with Lydia.
PE with Mr MC on Fridays – Mr O will be in the 456 room on Fridays.
It is important that students are wearing appropriate PE clothing on Fridays for sport
sessions. With regular ART sessions this semester on a Friday, we would encourage
the use of an art smock.
Swimming Program
At this stage we are holding off on any first term swimming sessions and are
reviewing our swimming program. We will keep you updated on any changes that
might be made.

Medical requirements
If your child has any specific medical conditions please ensure you have spoken with
your classroom teacher and maybe even Kristy Fitzpatrick so that any required forms
are filled out. Any medication taken at school must be monitored and recorded and
supported with signed documentation from parents at home. Even Panadol requires
written parent permission if it is sent from home.
Some goals
Well done on the first week and a half of school with attendance. This seems to be
going quite well. We will display the class % each week to try and achieve our goal of
each class being above 95% during the year.
Our school uniform is looking good with most students being in uniform each day.
We spoke with students last week about our green items of clothing up top and black
bottoms, as well as ensuring we have appropriate shoes for running around at school.
We also asked that students tie their hair back if it goes past their shoulders and to
get into good habits with this. Remember that if your child is wearing long pants it
should be black tracksuit pants rather than jeans. Consistency in uniform will
continue to present a clear Eppalock PS image.
Communication & Bus
If families have urgent requests of staff in regards to their children, such as a change
in bus pick up, or an appointment etc, I would recommend a phone call to school
rather than an email. Staff do not always get the opportunity to check emails during
the day and may miss something that is urgent. So to confirm that the message has
got through, the phone call is the best method.
Staff are always happy to speak with parents and you will often see staff out in the
school yard at pick up time if you have any questions for them as well. The diaries
and email are fine for important, non-urgent messages. We are working with
students to take responsibility for their own diaries and ensuring they take them to
and from school each day.
If your child is a regular or semi-regular bus traveller please contact Nikki at the office
asap so that she can put your bus travel preferences on the permanent bus travel
roster. To help develop responsibility in students, please also confirm any bus travel
with your child so that they have a clear understanding of how they are getting home.

Our school will be closed on Code Red days. The school
will be contacted in advance about this and communication will go home to families to let you know what is
happening. On Extreme fire rating days, the school will
be open.
We are given up to date information at school about weather conditions and will communicate this
to families via EducateUs, email, phone tree or Facebook, depending on the time of day we are
informed. On these days we do require that families respond or acknowledge the contact so that
we can confirm you have received the message. We understand parent concern on these days,
however it is important to try and keep the school phone lines open for emergency service
information. Some information about this will also be placed on our school Facebook page and
parents Facebook page. If you have any questions about this, please come and see us at school.
We have included the fire rating symbol which most families are already familiar with. All families
should have their own home fire plans in place.
Our school bus route will not be operating on Code Red days. This is a new consistent process
across the State and an important one to ensure the safety of everyone involved.

COVID GUIDELINES
Another long one so thanks for sticking with me.

Parents are able to come on site if required but we do ask that parents are not
congregating around the school in large groups where possible.
Try and keep entry to the building to a needs basis and by appointment with staff.
Carry a mask and use it where social distancing cannot be adhered to. Rooms
have a capacity of 1 adult per 2 sqm so please monitor this requirement and make
adjustments if needed. Hand sanitising is required, signing in at the office is required if you are staying for a length of time. Please stay home if you are unwell.
Parents can meet children in the yard at pick up time – but we would again encourage moving from the school as quickly as you can and considering the points
above.
Annual privacy reminder
Our school collects, uses, discloses and stores student and parent personal information for standard school functions or where permitted by
law, as stated in the Schools’ Privacy Policy
For more information about privacy, see: Schools’ Privacy Policy – information for parents. This information is available in nine community languages.

Thanks
Mr O’Neill

School Council
Our March school council meeting is our AGM where our 2021 School Council is
elected. If you are interested in the role of a School Councillor and would like to
nominate please speak with Mr O’Neill at school. There will be more detailed
information about this in our upcoming newsletters. Our proposed timeline for
creating our new school council is set out below;

Dear Parents,
Each year in March a new School Council is formed. Below we have set out the proposed timeline to ensure we
have enough time to complete this process. This year we have 4 spots up for renomination and another 1 year
spot which has been vacated. So we could possibly need up to 5 new faces for our school council in 2021.
Meetings are usually held on a Thursday night from 6:00pm-7:30pm with about 9 meetings a year. Members are
also asked to sit on a sub-committee of their choice/expertise (grounds and maintenance, finance, policy and
curriculum).
If you are interested, but would like to know more, please speak with Mr O or one of our current School Council.
Proposed Election Timeline for 2021
Monday 8th February 2021 - Notice of election and call for nominations
Monday 15th February 2021 - Closing date for nominations
Monday 22nd February 2021 - The date by which the list of candidates and nominators will be posted
Wednesday 24th February 2021 - The date by which ballot papers will be prepared and distributed
Wednesday 3rd March 2021 - Close of ballot
Wednesday 3rd March 2021 - Vote Count
Thursday 4th March 2021 – Declaration of poll
Thursday 11th March 2021 – First council meeting to elect office bearers (the Principal will preside)

Jason O’Neill
Jason O’Neill
Principal
Eppalock Primary School

IMPORTANT DATES
FEBRUARY
Tuesday
16th Information night
Thursday

18th Information night

MARCH
Monday

8th

Labour Day Holiday

Wednesday 10th School photo’s
APRIL
Thursday

1st

Last day of Term 1

Monday

19th Pupil free Curriculum Day

Tuesday

20th First day Term 2

Monday

25th Anzac Day Holiday

Bowl Patrol will be held at:
Bendigo Bowling Centre
159 Hargreaves St

Announcements:
Our first social events are coming up!
-Book your babysitters in for March 20th for a fun laid back regional tour, all parents
& guardians encouraged & welcome.
(The cost for the day is still being worked out but roughly cost for the day $30 for the
bus plus whatever you choose to spend on drinks, food etc, more details to come.
-Family Lawn Bowls - at Strathfieldsaye, (Tentative booking for 28th Feb to be
confirmed shortly)

P.C meeting outcomes
Last Friday we held a meeting & covered off a general overview of Fundraisers &
Social events for the year. We have aimed for one Fundraiser, & at least one Social
event per term, keeping in mind we do not know what COVID-19 restrictions will be
in place.
Social events for the year will be a mix of both family & parents/guar dians only.
Term 1 – Lawn Bowls - February 28th (Family Friendly outdoors)
- Regional venue tour - March 20th (Parents & Guardians only, more
information to come)
Term 2 – Twig fire at the school, (Date & details TBC. Family Friendly, pending
restrictions in place at the time)
- Trivia/ (Dinner optional) at the golden Vine (Wednesday night in Term 2,
dates & details to be confirmed)
Term 3 – Frisby Golf - August 6th (Family Friendly outdoors)
- Ten Pin Bowling (disco) - Date TBC in term 3 (Parents & Guardians only)
Term 4 – School Community night – Date TBC (Family Friendly after end of year
performance at the school)
Fundraisers for the year
Term 1- Easter Hot Cross Bun Drive (with Strathfieldsaye Bakery) – Delivered
Thursday 1st April.
Term 2 – Elmore Pie Drive – Delivery 7th May
- Potentially Bare rooted fruit trees (collecting more information on this one)
Term 3 – Mango Fundraiser – (Dates TBC)
- Potentially Bare rooted fruit trees (collecting more information on this one)
Term 4 – Nude Food Fundraiser – (Dates TBC)

· Volunteer – There are many things we can do to volunteer, we have a grounds maintenance roster
that is set up at the start of the year where every family will take a turn to help the school in some
way or form from gardening, clean up here & there, mowing or any special trades or skills you have.
You can also volunteer to help with Social events or fundraisers. Without volunteers these things just
don’t happen.
Working with Children CheckPlease make sure your WWC (Working with Children) check is still
valid for this year. Most volunteering you are doing with the school will require a WWC license.
It’s a really simple process you can do online at https://www.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au/
individuals/applicants/how-to-applyOr you can apply at any Australia Post Office. I found the local
Strathfieldsaye team are very friendly & helpful.
Our can collection fundraiser has now finished….

Thankyou to everyone who collected cans over the last year. We will let you know how much we
have raised once we deliver our last load of cans.
Stay connected.
Parent’s Club is an easy way to share your experiences & stay connected to families & what is
happening at the school.
At Eppalock Primary we are a community, you don’t need to apply for parent’s club, if you are a
parent or guardian of a student here you’re automatically part of the club, it’s that simple.
There are several ways to stay connected.

· Eppalock Primary – Parents Info Share (on Facebook) - this is an easy way to see what is
happening, receive reminders or ask questions of the group. There is always someone who can
help or direct you to the right place. Great for those “uniform free day or swimming day”
reminders too. This is a parent run page and is set to private so you will need to ask someone to
add you to it that you are facebook friends with from school.
· P.C (Parent Club) meetings – these happen once a month & literally are just a bunch of parent’s
getting together for a cuppa or meal to discuss what fundraising or social events we would like to
see happen for the year. We try to get through our points quickly then sit back & catch up on a
more casual level. Everyone is welcome to these & meeting dates will be posted in Newsletters,
Educate Us & Parent’s Facebook page.
· Social events – Last year was a bit of a bust with COVID cramping our style, but in normal
circumstances we have several Social events throughout the year, most family friendly and a
couple of adult orientated to allow the parents/guardians to get to know each other. Definitely
come along to as many of these as you can, they are good fun.
2021 School Calendars
Last year we created a Calendar to remember the…. Unique year that was 2020 very funny!
If you have already ordered & paid, do not forget to collect your calendar from the office.
We still have a few calendars available for $20, they are quite good quality & worth a look. Pop
your head in & ask at the office to see what you think.

