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SCHOOL VALUES
Be Resilient
Be Kind
Be Responsible
Be Respectful

2020 Monday 26th October
Hope everyone enjoyed the Grand Final weekend and, the Thank you day public holiday
Friday. A huge thanks and well done again to our whole school community for the way you
have made it through such a difficult year. There have been many challenges and barriers,
however everyone has been really supportive of each other and shown great resilience. The
support and positivity that has been shown to staff has been much appreciated.
While things are slowly getting back to some form of normality in the wider community,
schools are still being directed to have a cautious approach with returning to normal in regards
to going off-site and inviting community back on-site. Some of our end of year events will
need to have a different look this year with some restrictions still applying to school
sanctioned events. Although this is disappointing for those involved, we hope that you can
understand that this still needs to apply until we receive different advice and guidelines.
I have recently been in discussion with the YMCA about our swimming, and because of it being
an indoor pool, we still need to hold off on making any confirmed plans for the end of the
year. It was scheduled to begin on November 3rd, however it has been postponed until further
notice for this year. If we get the opportunity, we may have an altered program in the last
weeks of term.
Staff are also making alternative plans for things like Graduation and Community night if
required. We will keep you updated on what these events might look like as we receive
information. Currently the guidelines change almost weekly so we hope you understand the
need to be cautious in making any set plans at this stage. I would like to make some
confirmed plans on these types of things in the next couple of weeks and lock these in at
School Council meeting on Thursday November 12th.
A reminder that we currently have a range of strategies in place to ensure the students are
Covid safe while on site. Some of these measures include, regular hand hygiene throughout
the day, extra cleaning taking place every day through Steve Wright our school cleaner,
students being asked to bring drink bottles with their own water so that they are not drinking
from drink taps, adults not coming on-site unless necessary, staff wearing masks throughout
the day and also ensuring staff are social distancing.

A huge thanks to Chris and Alicia who completed some work in the old building repairing some floor
damage which was exposed when the old floor covering was removed recently. We are in the process
of improving this space so that the Axe Creek playgroup can have a more comfortable and user
friendly space to use when they meet, as well as ensure our students and staff can have a space more
usable for classroom learning. Chris and Alicia have done a great job with the repairs which will now
allow the next stage in the process to get underway again. We hope that this space might be up and
running again before the end of the year in preparation for 2021. If you know of anyone who would
like to attend the Axe Creek playgroup here next year (if restrictions allow), please make them aware
the group meets here at school.
Over the next few weeks you may notice some of our trees and vegetation at the front of the school
being either removed or trimmed and tidied up. We are not in the habit of removing trees for no
reason and have consulted with John Petrie (arborist) & Sheryl Batrouny (CFA) as well as an
Environmental consultancy group to get the best advice to keep our school buildings and community
safe in the case of a bushfire. If things are removed we will be planting other bits and pieces to ensure
our school grounds keep their country environmental feel.
Another reminder to keep the lines of communication open with your classroom teacher, this is
particularly important in the year we have had. If you have any questions or concerns about your
child’s learning please contact your classroom teacher first to have a chat. School reports will be sent
out at the end of the term.
Our drop off and pick up still seems to be going quite well, and this is the feedback I have received
from a number of families. If there is anything not working for you, please let me know. With the
new drive through area taking some cars out of the parking area, we seem to have most cars cleared
by 3:20pm most afternoons. Thanks for your support and patience with this.
We will continue to include the mental health links and resources in the newsletter for families who may be struggling.
Please reach out if you need any support.
Resources for your health
The following external resources are available to support your mental health and wellbeing:
Headspace – for family and friends
Beyondblue – COVID19
Lifeline – Mental health and wellbeing during the COVID-19 outbreak
ADDITIONAL RESOURCES
To share with children and young people
headspace – how to cope with stress related to Novel Coronavirus
ReachOut – coping during the coronavirus
For up-to-date information and advice on coronavirus (COVID-19), visit:
DET coronavirus website
DHHS coronavirus website

Our school will be closed on Code Red days. The school will
be contacted in advance about this and communication will go
home to families to let you know what is happening. On
Extreme fire rating days, the school will be open.
We are given up to date information at school about weather
conditions and will communicate this to families regularly via
email, phone tree or Facebook. We understand parent
concern on these days, however it is important to try and keep the school phone lines open for
emergency service information. Some information about this will also be placed on our school
Facebook page. If you have any questions about this, please come and see us at school. We have
included the fire rating symbol which most families are already familiar with. All families should have
their own home fire plans in place.
While a Code Red day is very rare, we did actually have one last year which required students not to
be at school. So please take the time to consider this information and understand the process if you
have not seen this before.
STAFF DUTY
A reminder that staff are on duty in the yard each morning from 8:45am-9:00am and in the afternoon
from 3:15pm-3:30pm. Students not picked up from school at 3:30pm are required to wait inside with
staff until a parent arrives.
BOOKWEEK DRESS UP DAY
The Eppalock PS Bookeweek dress up day/parade will take place on Wednesday the 4 th November.
This is a MARC van day and Sue loves a Bookweek parade. There is no obligation for your child to
dress up – but they are more than welcome to on this day. If not dressing up, your child can wear
casual clothes.
TERM 4 CURRICULUM DAYS
A reminder that we do have two student free curriculum days in term 4. These have been discussed
and approved at School Council. Monday November 23rd will be Pupil Free for report writing for staff.
Friday the 18th December (last day of term 4) will be Pupil Free for 2021 planning. Making the last day
of term for students in term 4 being Thursday the 17th December, this day will finish at 3:15pm and
casual clothes will be permitted on that day.

2021 ENROLMENT & TRANSITION
End of term planned transition sessions for 2021 Foundation Students.
Week 5
Online webex on Wednesday the 4th from 100-130pm.
Starting Mon November 2nd
Meeting number to be advised.
Week 6
Nothing unless arranged independently.
Starting Mon November 9th
Week 7
Online webex on Wednesday the 18th from 100-130pm.
th
Starting Mon November 16
Meeting number to be advised.
Week 8
Tuesday 24th November morning transition session 10-11am
rd
Starting Mon November 23
If restrictions allow it will be on-site, if not, webex.
Week 9
Tuesday 1st December – morning transition session 10th
Starting Mon November 30
1130am. If restrictions allow it will be on-site, if not, webex.
Week 10
Statewide transition day on Tuesday the 8th. 900-1130am
th
Starting Mon December 7
If restrictions allow it will be on-site, if not, webex.

Above is a schedule of planned transition sessions for 2021 Foundations students. These have a focus
of meeting new faces and getting to know each other. Join in as many or as little as your child
requires. We hope that the last 3 sessions can be on-site and would strongly encourage attendance at
these. Please keep in touch with Miss B or myself throughout the term if you have any questions or
would like to make alternative plans.
If you feel your child requires access to an on-site visit before restrictions ease, please contact Mr
O’Neill at school to discuss how this might take place.
If you still haven’t submitted your enrolment form for 2021, please do so as soon as possible so that
we can confirm your place. We do have spaces across our 3 classrooms for new enrolments for 2021.
Our P/1 room for next year at this stage will be 15 – with 8 grade one and 7 new Foundation students.
This is a great number to maximise student learning.
If you know of any families who are interested in our school, please get them to contact me either via
the school number on 54396366 or via email jason.oneill@education.vic.gov.au
If you are leaving the school for any reason we would also appreciate you letting us know as soon as possible and hope
that a discussion with staff might take place before this decision is made.

HOUSE POINTS
Our updated House Points totals are;

Bunjil

655

Yulawil

664

Watjarang

533

VIRTUAL ASSEMBLY

This will continue to take place at 2:20pm on Monday afternoon.
Meeting number 571 894 505.

IMPORTANT DATES
OCTOBER
Wednesday 28th Bendigo Cup Day Public Holiday

NOVEMBER
Wednesday 4th
Monday

Book Week—Parade

23rd Curriculum Day—Report writing day

DECEMBER
Thursday

17th Last day of Term 4 - 1.30pm Finish

Friday

18th Curriculum Day—Planning Day

Parent’s Club update October 2020
Recycle for Eppalock Primary
We are still running our cans for cash fundraiser, so if you have spare cans around
please donate them to the school using the Bins provided
Parent Club Meeting
Postponed for now, we will review parent club meetings as we get the updates for the
Covid-19 restrictions.

“LET’S HIT COVID FOR SIX” - CRICKET IS BACK FOR THE SUMMER – SPOTS AVAILBALBE
Register On-line via the following link:
http://www.playcricket.com.au/club-finder/club-details?Id=2728&postcode=3551

Whilst having a successful registration, we are in a strong position to field numerous teams but
we have some spots available in particular for those in U12.
After a successful year with the introduction of our U16 junior girls we welcome & encourage
our younger girls along to who may wish to follow in the footsteps of our current girls currently
playing. Try something new with a game of a Wednesday evening.
Our Master Blaster Team’s (8-9 years of age – Friday’s 6pm-7:30pm) & Jenny’s ELC Junior
Blasters Program (5-7 years of age Sunday 10am-11am) are now open for registration. Both
commencing mid-November.
Requiring further details, please contact the Jets Junior Co-ordinator Brent Yates via email at
strathfieldsayejets@gmail.com or by phone on 0434 730 711.
Let’s bring back some fun for our youth this summer, they deserve it.
“Live local, Play local” –
Brent Yates – Jets Junior Co-Ordinator

Book Week at Eppalock
Due to the changes in return to school dates;
This year Book Week will be celebrated on

Wednesday November 4th
Students can dress up as their favourite book character for
the day.
MARC lessons on this day (and for most of Term 4) will be
based on some of the short-listed books.

Can’t wait to see everyone back at school and
ready to read some great books!!

