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SCHOOL VALUES
Be Resilient
Be Kind
Be Responsible
Be Respectful

2020 Monday 9th November
Another busy week at school with one of the highlights being the Bookweek parade on
Wednesday. Sue does a great job organising activities and running the costume parade each
year and across the nine schools she works at. This year looked a little different with the
parade eventually taking place under our new basketball cover with a number of webex
cameras covering the event. It was great to have a few parents tuning in to the parade via
webex. We were also able to take some footage of the morning which our school leaders will
put into a short video to put on our Facebook page this week. Also check out the many photos
that are up on Facebook already.
All of the students looked amazing and we would like to thank our parents for the time and
effort put into the costumes.
Another thanks to the Knight family for their donations of two of the nominated bookweek
books. These were presented to the school by Hamish (President Snow – Hunger Games).

SCHOOL WIDE POSITIVE BEHAVIOURS
We continue to work on and develop our School Wide Positive Behaviours with students and
school community. SWPBS is a message that we are keen to embed in our whole school
community so that we are all speaking a common language when communicating with each
other. Since returning to school this term staff have been revisiting the expectations matrix
with students and reteaching what these look like across the school. Another key process that
has been introduced to students this term is the 5 steps to positive problem solving in the
yard. I will add this in to next weeks newsletter. It would be a good starting point for
discussions at home if students are coming home with a social issue – did you use the 5 steps
to positive problem solving? It is something we will continue to work on over the next 12
months to try and embed these strategies.

SCHOOL VALUE FOCUS THIS TERM – RESILIENCE
With such a challenging year we have made RESILIENCE a focus for term 4. This has been highlighted
at our virtual assemblies over the past few weeks and spoken about in classrooms regularly. Having
resilience and the strategies to manage emotions when things don’t go quite as planned is
something we learn through life. Our whole community has shown great resilience this year working
through the Covid challenges. It is important to remember that as adults we role model these values
to our children each day. Our children are always watching and listening to how adults behave and
react to daily life events. We have the ability to control how we react to something that happens.
That reaction will determine what happens next and may either have a positive or negative effect on
relationships in our lives. This is a message we regularly give the students at school. Keep up the
great work at home and in our community as we continue to work through the challenges of the
year. Everyone is a bit worn out at this time of year and we don’t know what everyone is going
through in their own personal lives. A little kindness and resilience goes a long way to maintaining a
positive community. If anyone is struggling in their own personal lives please make sure you are
reaching out to someone and getting some support. Check out the links provided in the newsletter
again today if you do need some support.

COMMUNICATION
Just another reminder in regards to communication during our current situation where adults cannot
come on site unless for an essential reason. For non-urgent matters, email or notes in the diary are
fine – however, staff will not always be able to respond straight away to emails. If it is a more urgent
matter or issue regarding your child we do encourage a phone call or even arranging an online webex
meeting. Your classroom teacher should always be the first point of contact with classroom matters
or an attendance clarification. For last minute bus changes or pick up arrangements we would
recommend making a phone call to the office to be assured that a staff member has received the
message. Respectful and open communication is important to ensure we are all working positively
to achieve the best outcomes for our students.
It is important to be aware of how our phone works when you call the school. If you call and
someone is currently on the phone you don’t actually hear an engaged signal. We have had people
tell us they have called the school and it rung out – sometimes this is because someone is actually on
a call. For urgent matters please try a couple of times as it is very rare that staff will not be able to
pick up the phone at school during the day.

TREES AT FRONT OF SCHOOL
You may have noticed some trees have been removed from the front of our school. These were
identified as being a safety issue by Bendigo Council and their removal will also provide easier access
for the CFA if they ever need to access this area in an emergency situation. In the coming month
Judds trees will also do some trimming and removal work of vegetation in our school grounds so that
we are compliant with our current BARR rating. We have recently had a Bushfire Preparedness plan
report done for our school which the school can work through in the coming years to ensure a safe
environment for our community.

STAFF DUTY & DROP OFF/PICK UP
We don’t usually have too many times where students are picked up after 3:30pm, however this is
just a reminder that students not picked up from school at 3:30pm are required to wait inside with
staff until a parent arrives. If picking up after 3:30pm you may have to phone the school number on
54396366 and come to the front door to collect, as we are sometimes beginning afternoon meetings
at that time and may not see you arrive. Please pass this information onto any other family members
or friends who occasionally pick up your children.

TERM 4 CURRICULUM DAYS
We do have two remaining pupil free curriculum days in term 4 which have been approved by school
council recently. These are Monday November 23rd and Friday 18th December. The last day of school
for the students this year is Thursday the 17th, which will finish at the normal time of 3:15pm. That
day will be a casual clothes day.
REMINDERS DURING COVID 19
Students should be bringing a drink bottle with water to school each day due to Covid 19
guidelines.
Adults should not be coming on-site unless necessary – just call the school number 54396366 if
you need to collect a child.
Regular hand sanitising & extra touch point cleaning during the day,
Staff wear masks when not directly teaching or instructing.

2021 ENROLMENT & TRANSITION

End of term planned transition sessions for 2021 Foundation Students.
Week 6
Starting Mon November 9th
Week 7
Starting Mon November 16th
Week 8
Starting Mon November 23rd
Week 9
Starting Mon November 30th
Week 10
Starting Mon December 7th

Nothing unless arranged independently.
Online webex on Wednesday the 18th from 100-130pm.
Meeting number 571894505
Tuesday 24th November morning transition session 10-11am
This will be allowed to be on-site
Tuesday 1st December – morning transition session 101130am. This can take place on-site.
Statewide transition day on Tuesday the 8th. 900-1130am
This can take place on-site.

Eppalock PS will be able to have our 2021 transition sessions on-site starting on November 24th. We
will most likely receive further advice on this as the date draws closer, however, at this stage, students
are fine to attend the sessions on-site, with parents asked to drop their children to a designated
outside space and then leave the school grounds. We usually encourage parents to use this strategy
with new Preps anyway to begin to develop some independence and the confidence to attend school
themselves when the time arrives. Please contact the school if you have any concerns or questions in
regards to 2021. We understand the need for more support this year due to the challenges we have
had.
Miss B has been able to visit the Spring Gully Kinder last week and is making arrangements to visit
Strathfieldsaye Kinder shortly. She has been able to prepare some transition packs for our new
Foundation students which includes some activities they can do at home while waiting for their time
at school. Our next online webex session is on November 18th which is voluntary for any of our new
Preps to participate in. It does give a good opportunity to meet a few new faces. Our virtual tour has
been completed by our school leaders and will be up on Facebook and the website soon. A huge
thanks to Liselle and Pippa for creating this.
If you still haven’t submitted your enrolment form for 2021, please do so as soon as possible so that
we can confirm your place. We do have spaces across our 3 classrooms for new enrolments for 2021.

If you know of any families who are interested in our school, please get them to contact me either via
the school number on 54396366 or via email jason.oneill@education.vic.gov.au
We are currently finalising staffing for 2021 with our current enrolment numbers. We should be in a
position to have this in place on the annual Statewide transition day on Tuesday December 8 th.

MENTAL HEALTH LINKS
We will continue to include the mental health links and resources in the newsletter for families
who may be struggling. Please reach out if you need any support.
Resources for your health
The following external resources are available to support your mental health and wellbeing:
Headspace – for family and friends
Beyondblue – COVID19
Lifeline – Mental health and wellbeing during the COVID-19 outbreak
ADDITIONAL RESOURCES
To share with children and young people
headspace – how to cope with stress related to Novel Coronavirus
ReachOut – coping during the coronavirus
For up-to-date information and advice on coronavirus (COVID-19), visit:
DET coronavirus website
DHHS coronavirus website

FURTHER

INFORMATION

AND

SUPPORT

External support is also available to staff and students, including:
Safe Steps Family Violence, Victoria’s state-wide family violence support service, available 24
hours a day, seven days a week
Kids Helpline, children and young people counselling support service, available 24 hours a day,
seven days a week
Parentline, parenting counselling support service, available 8am to midnight, seven days a week
The Lookout website with information on family violence supports and local services across
Victoria
What’s ok at home? website for children, young people and adult allies to support their safety
when family violence is occurring in the home
1800 Respect, national family violence support and counselling service, available 24 hours a day,
seven days a week

Our school will be closed on Code Red days. The school will be contacted in advance about this and
communication will go home to families to let you know what is happening. On Extreme fire rating
days, the school will be open.
We are given up to date information at school about weather
conditions and will communicate this to families regularly via
email, phone tree or Facebook. We understand parent concern
on
these days, however it is important to try and keep the school
phone lines open for emergency service information. Some
information about this will also be placed on our school Facebook
page. If you have any questions about this, please come and see
us
at school. We have included the fire rating symbol which most
families are already familiar with. All families should have their own home fire plans in place.
While a Code Red day is very rare, we did actually have one last year which required students not to
be at school. So please take the time to consider this information and understand the process if you
have not seen this before.

HOUSE POINTS
Our updated House Points totals are;

Bunjil

698

Yulawil

723

Watjarang

699

VIRTUAL ASSEMBLY

This will continue to take place at 2:20pm on Monday afternoon.
Meeting number 571 894 505.

IMPORTANT DATES
Monday

23rd Curriculum Day—Report writing day

DECEMBER
Thursday

17th Last day of Term 4 - 3.15pm Finish

Friday

18th Curriculum Day—Planning Day

Parent’s Club update November 2020
Recycle for Eppalock Primary
We are still running our cans for cash fundraiser, so if you have spare cans around please donate
them to the school using the Bins provided.

Parent Club Meeting
We will set up a P.C meeting late November early December remotely via zoom messenger or
Webex.
Please let us know if you would like to be part of it, and we will work out the date & best program to
use depending on who is interested.
We will be looking at end of year events & also discussing a COVID normal, what community events
can we hold next year to bring us together, while aligning with restrictions.

EPS Mango Drive 2020
A big Thank you to everyone who supported the Mango drive, we had a record-breaking year selling
416 trays.
A special thank you to Sian Knight, Lydia Ferhing & Nikki Mannes for coordinating the mango
fundraiser this year.
The order has now been placed & we will provide pick up details as soon as we know the dates.
Thanks again.

