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S C H O O L V ALU E S
Be Resilient
Be Kind
Be Responsible

Be Respectful

2020 Monday 23rd November
Today was a pupil free curriculum day at school. Teachers begun writing end of year reports
for 2020. It is a difficult year to accurately assess student achievement due to the remote
learning period away from school and as you are aware, some students may not have
progressed to the levels we would have liked in the past 12 months due to this. Teachers will
make informed judgements on what they have seen, but please keep in mind the time spent
away from school this year when thinking about where your child has been marked on the
reports. As announced recently, all schools will have a tutoring program in place in 2021
which will enable more focused work with those students who may not have progressed as
expected during the year. Not all students learn and progress at the same rate.
Debating
I have had the pleasure of observing some very intense but casual debating this week at
school in the 456 room. When walking around our building I have heard and seen some very
engaged small groups researching and working on arguments around ‘video games’, both for
and against. On Friday the tables were set up and teams were ready to debate. It was great
to see some usually more reserved students show great confidence to argue their point and
clearly explain the research they had done. Well done to the students and to Mr Mc and his
support crew for implementing such an engaging and motivational unit of work. Look out at
home parents, you may get a few more requests at home for a debate over ‘bed time’ or
‘screen time’. Sorry about that. Get your rebuttals ready.

2021 BREAKFAST PROGRAM
For those who have not seen this announcement yet – we will have a breakfast club program in
2021. We will let you know of the details once we get closer to next year, however it will basically
involve students being able to attend a breakfast club on some morning of the week at school. It will
start at about 8.15am which may enable some working families to drop students off at school a little
earlier to get to work in town if they need.
If you are interested in being a regular volunteer with the breakfast club, please contact us at school
and we will include you in our regular helper roster. It should be a low maintenance role – there will
be no bacon and eggs or smashed avo.

SCHOOL WIDE POSITIVE BEHAVIOURS – RESILIENCE
I placed an announcement on educate us on Friday about the great job the students are doing at
school to be resilient. It has been a long tough year for everyone and this term is the longest that
students have been at school this year since term 1. In case you missed the educate us
announcement;
I wanted to say what a great job the kids are doing at showing resilience at school. It has been a
focus and will continue to be as we enter the last few weeks of term. We speak with them regularly
about the fact - things don’t always go the way we want them to - but we can control how we react
to any disappointment or frustration - and then look to find positive ways to overcome that feeling.

Staff have noticed the positive play happening in the yard this term. If you looked around the yard at
a break time - there are students building huts, playing basketball in the undercover space, we have
some lunch time clubs happening of student choice and led, there is some sandpit play (maybe a little
water as well on hot days, sorry!) and lots of rock shops and creative play.
We are trying to embed the 5 positive steps for problem solving and this message is getting through
as to empowering the students with strategies to solve any little issues they may have from time to
time.
There will be hiccups at times. The kids will report things at home that will sometimes sound bigger
than what they are. Ask them if they used the 5 positive steps to solve the problem. Did they speak
with a teacher at school? Try not to solve the problem for them unless it really need you to do so.
Well done everyone. Our families have done a great job through such a really difficult year. Our
school environment continues to be settled place of learning and that is largely due to the teamwork
and support of home and school. Keep up the great work and hopefully we all get a bit of a rest from
2020 soon.

A little kindness and resilience goes a long way to maintaining a positive community. If anyone is
struggling in their own personal lives please make sure you are reaching out to someone and getting
some support. Check out the links provided in the newsletter again today if you do need some
support.

REMINDERS DURING COVID 19
With now only a few weeks remaining in the school year we must continue to ensure our school
continues to adhere to DET guidelines in regards to minimising risk for our school community.
Regular daily activities include;
Students should be bringing a drink bottle with water to school each day.
Adults should not be coming on-site unless necessary – just call the school number 54396366 if
you need to collect a child.
Regular hand sanitising & extra touch point cleaning during the day,
Staff wear masks when not directly teaching or instructing.
Extra daily cleaning of high touch points.
After considering the most recent guidelines and with discussion with School Council & Parents Club,
our Graduation event will take on a slightly different look this year. It will be a staff and students only
event, with the night being broadcast to the parent group. Mr McCartney is currently securing a
venue and date for this night to go ahead.
Our end of year community night will not go ahead. Schools are not able to have events with large
groups of people on site. Schools can also not have school sanctioned events with adults attending
face to face. Staff will be putting together a video with class items and awards which will be
broadcast for families in some form. This will be available to families in the last week of school. Most
likely after the graduation event so that the grade 6 award can be announced on that night for the
first time.
COMMUNICATION
Thank you to our families for being so patient with the current restrictions and working with staff to
ensure clear and respectful communication. Please continue to make phone calls or arrange webex
meetings if something is urgent or requiring a discussion. While email is a quick and convenient
method of communication, it may not be seen straight away and does not allow for two people to
discuss an issue in the best way. The school number is 54396366.

TERM 4 CURRICULUM DAYS & FIRST DAY BACK 2021
The last day of school for the students this year is Thursday the 17th, which will finish at the normal
time of 3:15pm. That day will be a casual clothes day.
The first official day back for students in 2021 will be Thursday the 28 th of January. Staff will resume
on Wednesday the 27th.
End of term planned transition sessions for 2021 Foundation Students.
Week 8
Tuesday 24 th November morning transition session 10rd
Starting Mon November 23
11am
This will be allowed to be on-site with some restrictions.
Week 9
Tuesday 1 st December – morning transition session 10Starting Mon November 30 th
1130am. This can take place on-site with some restrictions.
Week 10
Statewide transition day on Tuesday the 8th. 900-1130am
th
Starting Mon December 7
This can take place on-site with some restrictions.

Miss Burgess sent home a note via email on Friday in regards to the upcoming transition sessions.
These are outlined briefly above. If you have any questions please contact the school on 54396366.
The sessions will be able to take place on-site with some restrictions around them.
If you still haven’t submitted your enrolment form for 2021, please do so as soon as possible so that
we can confirm your place. We do have spaces across our 3 classrooms for new enrolments for 2021.

If you know of any families who are interested in our school, please get them to contact me either via
the school number on 54396366 or via email jason.oneill@education.vic.gov.au
We are currently finalising staffing for 2021 with our current enrolment numbers. We should be in a
position to have this in place on the annual Statewide transition day on Tuesday December 8 th.

Resources for your health
The following external resources are available to support your mental health and wellbeing:
Headspace – for family and friends
Beyondblue – COVID19
Lifeline – Mental health and wellbeing during the COVID-19 outbreak

ADDITIONAL RESOURCE S
To share with children and young people
headspace – how to cope with stress related to Novel Coronavirus
ReachOut – coping during the coronavirus
For up-to-date information and advice on coronavirus (COVID-19), visit:
DET coronavirus website
DHHS coronavirus website
FURTHER INF ORMATION AND SUP PORT
External support is also available to staff and students, including:
Safe Steps Family Violence, Victoria’s state-wide family violence support service, available 24 hours a
day, seven days a week
Kids Helpline, children and young people counselling support service, available 24 hours a day, seven
days a week
Parentline, parenting counselling support service, available 8am to midnight, seven days a week
The Lookout website with information on family violence supports and local services across Victoria

What’s ok at home? website for children, young people and adult allies to support their safety when
family violence is occurring in the home
1800 Respect, national family violence support and counselling service, available 24 hours a day, seven
days a week

ONLINE ACTIVITY

With the restrictions meaning that kids are staying home more and finding ways to interact online,
it is vitally important that parents are monitoring these interactions and understand the
technology being used. It is recommended that children do not have a secluded area in which to
go online with others and adults should get into the habit of dropping in regularly to see and listen
to what is going on.

CONGRATULATIONS PIPPA
Last Monday Mr Mc mentioned at assembly some of the amazing work that Pippa has been doing
in the environment space through Scouts recently. Pippa has been following up her work that she
did in Canberra which has led to more exciting opportunities.
Pippa has made her presentation to the Regional ARAP which has all the Scout Leaders attending
there from around the region up to Echuca and down to Kyneton etc and all around Bendigo.
From there she attended a meeting of the State Leadership team, where the State Leadership
Council were meeting – which is basically the deputy Commissioners from across the State who
meet to discuss policy etc.

She has also met online (Zoom) with the State Leadership Team and the State Commissioner. She
presented her presentation again and then led a presentation of issues that she'd found from her
friends, her group and the kids that she'd been meeting with.
Pippa has now been invited to speak at the State Scout Conference in a few weeks and has been
invited to join onto the State Environment Council moving forward. She has her first meeting with
them on Nov 25th.
The Council is made up of about 7or 8 people of which Pippa will be the youngest. They answer to
the State Commissioner but also report through to the National Environment Leadership Team.
The Council have said to her that the other projects that she'll be working on in the short term
with them are;
- Advocating for Jamboree to be as Waste-Free as possible
- Promoting the new Earth Tribe badgework and Special Interest Area Projects.
- Working on the Street2Bay Litter & Microplastics Auditing Program
- A Statewide Solar & Renewable Energy deal
- Coordinating a survey for all Victorian Scout Groups and campsites to understand how much
we’re recycling, how much we’re wasting and who’s got solar/who hasn’t yet.

So a huge congratulations Pippa for the work you are doing in this space. We can’t wait to hear all
about your presentation for the State conference and your continued work on the State
Environmental Council in the future. Keep up the amazing work you are doing.

STAFF DUTY & DROP OFF/PICK UP
Students not picked up at 3:30pm at the end of the day will be asked to sit inside until a parents
arrives. We usually sit where we can see cars arrive, so don’t panic if you cant see your child when
pulling up.
A huge thanks to our parents for the use of the drive through and general car park areas. The drive
through seems to be working well, however very happy for any feedback otherwise. This system
might be an area we can continue to develop and make a permanent part of our school in the future

Our school will be closed on Code Red days. The school will be
contacted in advance about this and communication will go home to
families to let you know what is happening. On Extreme fire rating
days, the school will be open.
We are given up to date information at school about weather
conditions and will communicate this to families regularly via email,
phone tree or Facebook. We understand parent concern on these days, however it is important to try
and keep the school phone lines open for emergency service information. Some information about
this will also be placed on our school Facebook page. If you have any questions about this, please
come and see us at school. We have included the fire rating symbol which most families are already
familiar with. All families should have their own home fire plans in place.
While a Code Red day is very rare, we did actually have one last year which required students not to
be at school. So please take the time to consider this information and understand the process if you
have not seen this before.

HOUSE POINTS
Our updated House Points totals are;

Bunjil

723

Yulawil

756

Watjarang

737

VIRTUAL ASSEMBLY

There will be no virtual assembly today.

IMPORTANT DATES
Tuesday

24th Prep Transition day 10-11

DECEMBER
Tuesday

1st

Prep Transition day 10-11.30am

Tuesday

8th

State wide Transition day 9-11.30am

Thursday

17th Last day of Term 4 - 3.15pm Finish

Friday

18th Curriculum Day—Planning Day

JANUARY
Thursday

28th First day Term 1 2021

Parent’s Club update November 2020
Recycle for Eppalock Primary
We are still running our cans for cash fundraiser, so if you have spare cans around please donate
them to the school using the Bins provided.

Parent Club Meeting
We will set up a P.C meeting late November early December remotely via zoom messenger or
Webex.
Please let us know if you would like to be part of it, and we will work out the date & best program to
use depending on who is interested.
We will be looking at end of year events & also discussing a COVID normal, what community events
can we hold next year to bring us together, while aligning with restrictions.

EPS Mango Drive 2020
A big Thank you to everyone who supported the Mango drive, we had a record -breaking year selling
416 trays.
A special thank you to Sian Knight, Lydia Fehring & Nikki Mannes for coordinating the mango
fundraiser this year.
The order has now been placed & we will provide pick up details as soon as we know the dates.
Thanks again.

Our veggie garden is really humming now!

Thanks to all of our wonderful helpers and
contributors!

We explored the myth of Terra Nullius, Aboriginal shelters, agriculture and Indigenous villages.
We tried to make our own shelter with a variety of materials!

