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SCHOOL VALUES
Be Resilient
Be Kind
Be Responsible
Be Respectful

2020 Monday 30th November
With the announcements last weekend, schools have now received further information in
regards to end of year events. This means a few changes to what has been in place for the
majority of this term. It will be important that we all still work to minimise risk across our
school community and remain diligent with guidelines in place when moving around our
school environment. Parents are now welcome to come on site if required, particularly for
drop off and pick up times. If your child has developed some independence and is
comfortable being dropped off and picked up in the drive thru, we would recommend families
continue to use this system to continue to build that independence.
Adults can now come on site if required – masks MUST be worn inside the building, visitors
are required to sign in on arrival and hand sanitising must take place at the front door
as you arrive. No mask, no entry inside the buildings.
There will be restrictions still in place inside the building in regards to how many adults are
permitted in certain areas, similar to how businesses are operating currently – with this
in mind, we do encourage parents to not be inside the building longer than necessary
or if you don’t need to be.
Our graduation event is being organised by Mr Mc with considerations of the recent changes.
Parents will be permitted to attend this event while still being mindful of restaurant
restrictions and guidelines. More detailed information about these guidelines will be sent
directly to those involved in the night.
At this stage, our community night will most likely not go ahead in a school sanctioned format
because events such as these still have a number of guidelines to adhere to and are very
difficult to manage to ensure risk minimisation for everyone. I do plan to speak with members
of school council to confirm this with them, but at this stage there will still be no school
sanctioned community night for the end of year. Once that is confirmed, we will
communicate how our student awards and end of year presentations will take place.

COMMUNICATION
Families are now able to come on-site if required. Again, if you have set up an effective and
respectful communication system with your classroom teacher without the need to be at the
classroom door each day, please continue to do so until the end of the year. If you are coming inside
our school building you will need to have a mask, sign in and use hand sanitiser.
A reminder that any important, or urgent, messages for staff should be made through a phone call to
school to ensure the message is received in time. While email is a quick and convenient method of
communication, staff do not always get a chance during the day to check their email.

STAFF DUTY & DROP OFF/PICK UP
Students not picked up at 3:30pm at the end of the day will be asked to sit inside until a parents
arrives. We usually sit where we can see cars arrive, so don’t panic if you cant see your child when
pulling up. With the recent changes, please be aware that these times will again look a little different
in the car park as there may be more families walking across the road at these times. We would still
encourage the use of the drive thru for families who are still happy for a quick pick up and go.

TERM 4 CURRICULUM DAYS & FIRST DAY BACK 2021
The last day of school for the students this year is Thursday the 17 th, which will finish at the normal
time of 3:15pm. That day will be a casual clothes day. On this day we will also have the now
traditional grade 6 ringing of the bell for the last time.
The first official day back for students in 2021 will be Thursday the 28 th of January. Staff will resume
on Wednesday the 27th.

2021 BREAKFAST PROGRAM
If anyone is interested in helping out for any of our breakfast club sessions next year please let us
know at school. Helping will mostly be around setting up and cleaning up after the session. Students
should be able to be mostly independent with food items. There is not a lot of food preparation
involved.

2021 ENROLMENT & TRANSITION
End of term planned transition sessions for 2021 Foundation Students.
Week 9
Tuesday 1st December – morning transition session 10th
Starting Mon November 30
1130am. This can take place on-site with some restrictions.
Week 10
Statewide transition day on Tuesday the 8th. 900-1130am
th
Starting Mon December 7
This can take place on-site with some restrictions.

What a great little session we had last week for our 2021 Foundation students. It was great to see all
of them come into the school themselves with great confidence and independence, this is a huge first
step and maybe one of the positives of the past year, in that it has required students to be a bit more
independent and self-reliant.

If you still haven’t submitted your enrolment form for 2021, please do so as soon as possible so that
we can confirm your place. We do have spaces across our 3 classrooms for new enrolments for 2021.
If you know of any families who are interested in our school, please get them to contact me either via
the school number on 54396366 or via email jason.oneill@education.vic.gov.au
We are currently finalising staffing for 2021 with our current enrolment numbers. We should be in
a position to have this in place on the annual Statewide transition day on Tuesday December 8 th.

Resources for your health
The following external resources are available to support your mental health and wellbeing:
Headspace – for family and friends
Beyondblue – COVID19
Lifeline – Mental health and wellbeing during the COVID-19 outbreak
ADDITIONAL RESOURCES
To share with children and young people
headspace – how to cope with stress related to Novel Coronavirus
ReachOut – coping during the coronavirus
For up-to-date information and advice on coronavirus (COVID-19), visit:
DET coronavirus website
DHHS coronavirus website
FURTHER INFORMATION AND SUPPORT
External support is also available to staff and students, including:
Safe Steps Family Violence, Victoria’s state-wide family violence support service, available 24 hours a day, seven days a week
Kids Helpline, children and young people counselling support service, available 24 hours a day, seven days a week
Parentline, parenting counselling support service, available 8am to midnight, seven days a week
The Lookout website with information on family violence supports and local services across Victoria
What’s ok at home? website for children, young people and adult allies to support their safety when family violence is occurring in the
home
1800 Respect, national family violence support and counselling service, available 24 hours a day, seven days a week

Updated School Guidelines as at 26th November.
With the announcements made last weekend schools now have an updated list of guidelines
to work by in the last couple of weeks of the year.
To support contact tracing, schools must continue to keep a record of all staff, students
and visitors who attend on site for more than 15 minutes – this means all visitors to the
school MUST sign in and record their details.
Please look for the signs around the school which will indicate the number of adults in a
particular area of the school. To make this easier to monitor – please keep visits to the
school to an ‘important need only’ basis and leave the building when you can.

Limitations on who can visit school premises no longer apply from the Last Step. This
means parents can be welcomed back on site, for example for school drop-offs and
pick-ups.
Non-essential visitors, such as guest speakers and incursion leaders, are now allowed to
attend school on site, subject to gathering limits. Activities involving parent volunteers
can also resume.
Face-to-face year level assemblies and graduations can occur at full capacity if they are
exclusively attended by students and staff only.
Subject to public gathering limits, parents can also now attend student graduation
ceremonies.
Updated advice from the Victorian Chief Health Officer requires that face masks must be
worn indoors by people aged 12 years and over, unless an exemption applies. Face
masks are not required outdoors except where physical distancing of 1.5 metres
cannot be maintained.
The use of drinking fountains in schools is now permitted.
To ensure consistency with physical distancing measures, students and families
are required to maintain 1.5 metres between each other as far as is practical at the
start and end of the school day. Schools should display signage at entrances to this
effect.

CHRISTMAS GIFT BOXES
Just a quick update re the Christmas Giving boxes just inside the doors at School. They're starting to
fill up - THANK YOU!! A reminder that the 3 x BIG BOXES are still there with lots of room left for
donations. The students are hoping to take some bumper boxes to these very worthy organisations in
early December - Thank you in advance.

We were contacted by Annie North Women's Refuge yesterday (Box #2) and they have an additional
request for their box if possible. Still lots of knickers, socks & wipes - super! But also - they're starting a
NEW, art therapy program for the women and children that enter their service. They would LOVE any
donations you can make of craft materials please eg. stickers, pipe- cleaners, pom poms, play-dough,
magic sand, googly eyes etc. This would support their workers to therapeutically support the women
and children in their care. Thank you!

IMPORTANT DATES
DECEMBER

Tuesday

1st

Prep Transition day 10-11.30am

Tuesday

8th

State wide Transition day 9-11.30am

Thursday

17th Last day of Term 4 - 3.15pm Finish

Friday

18th Curriculum Day—Planning Day

JANUARY
Thursday

28th First day Term 1 2021

Our school will be closed on Code Red days. The school will be contacted in advance about this and
communication will go home to families to let you know what is happening. On Extreme fire rating
days, the school will be open.
We are given up to date information at school about weather conditions and will communicate this to
families regularly via email, phone tree or Facebook. We understand parent concern on these days,
however it is important to try and keep the school phone lines open for emergency service
information. Some information about this will also be placed on our
school Facebook page. If you have any questions about this, please
come and see us at school. We have included the fire rating symbol
which most families are already familiar with. All families should
have their own home fire plans in place.
While a Code Red day is very rare, we did actually have one last year
which required students not to be at school. So please take the
time to consider this information and understand the process if you
have not seen this before.

HOUSE POINTS
Our updated House Points totals are;

Bunjil

777

Yulawil

826

Watjarang

778

VIRTUAL ASSEMBLY

Will take place at 2.20pm on Webex Number 571894505

Parent’s Club update December 2020

Parent Club Meeting
We will be organising a parents club meeting for this week on either
Friday Dec 4th @ Braidies Tavern 1pm for lunch
Please let Kelly Nunns know if you can make it as we will need to know numbers so we can book a
table. This will be a great chance to catch up with everyone!

EPS Mango Drive 2020
Mangoes will be delivered in the 2nd week of December (starting Monday 7th December) exact date
and times to be confirmed. We will provide all the details as soon as we have the information.
Thanks again for your support on this fantastic fundraiser. We raised over $2,000, a new record!

Recycle for Eppalock Primary
We are still running our cans for cash fundraiser, so if you have spare cans around please donate
them to the school using the Bins provided.

2021 Calendar Order form
We thought we would put this little calendar together to remember all the great
stuff from 2020 remote learning!
It may help when you’re having a bad day in 2021 to look back and realise
things aren’t as bad as they were!
Calendars will be 12 x 12 & $20 ea. CASH ONLY
Orders due back by Dec 4th
Family Name
Number of calendars
Payment amount
CASH only please

$..................................................................Cash

Payment Date

EPS 2021 calendar
We thought we would put a little calendar together to remember all the great stuff from 2020 remote
learning!

It may help when you’re having a bad day in 2021 to look back and realise things aren’t as bad as
they were!
Calendars will be 12 x 12 and $20 each. We must have a minimum of 22 orders to complete the
project.
To order your calendar, please complete form attached so we can place the order and get it to the
printers.
Please send in any high resolution photos you have depicting the
Funny, Ironic, Frustrations or Silver Linings of 2020 remote learning to kelly_nunns@outlook.com.

Please get you’re order in on the form attached so we can place the
order and get to print.
See the example brought to us by the Parker family!

What did your kids get up to
during the parents WebEx!!?

As part of our unit on Aboriginal Culture, the students at Eppalock PS have created a
collaborative artwork for our school walls. In 2017 the students of EPS created their
own Acknowledgement of Country to demonstrate that we know and respect the
land of the Dja Dja Wurrung, the First Nations People of our area.
This Acknowledgment is now proudly displayed with some fantastic student
artwork. The wording of the Acknowledgment is outlined below.

Acknowledgement
of Country
Wominjeka. (Welcome)
Eppalock Primary School acknowledges
that our school stands on the
traditional lands of the Dja Dja Wurrung.
We pay respects to the Elders past, present
and future as the custodians who have
cared for this country for 65,000 years.
We pledge to learn from their ancient
culture and continue to care
for the land.
Eppalock Primary School
students 2017

