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Be Kind
Be Responsible

Be Respectful

WOMINJEKA
Eppalock Primary School acknowledges that our
school stands on the traditional lands of the Dja Dja Wurrung. We pay respects to the Elders past,
present and future as the custodians who have cared for this country for 65,000 years.
We pledge to learn from their ancient culture and continue to care for the land.

We have just three weeks remaining in the school year. School will finish on Friday the 17 th
December at 1:30pm. Students can wear casual clothes on the last day of school. We do have a few
special events between now and then to be aware of. Please check school calendar and individual
classroom communication for details.
Since returning to school this term our students have had a small focus on Kindness. Acknowledging
that everyone has had a really tough couple of years with many challenges, we have discussed with
the students the importance of Being Kind to everyone. Whether that is the way we speak with
each other or our actions towards each other. We never know what another person is going
through so it is always important to approach any situation with kindness and consideration. It has
been great to see our students come back in a very positive manner and be very supportive of each
other at school. We hope they are showing Kindness at home with families.
Unfortunately, at the time of writing, I am still not able to confirm a Community Night, however
please keep the date free at this stage as we have all intentions to have our Community Night on
Friday the 10th December here at school once guidelines are clear. Keep in mind that it will be a
smaller scale due to our restrictions, but we will still aim to have some class songs and a few bits and
pieces to start the night, before inviting families to have a shared tea at school. At this stage, it will
only be immediate families of our students. Anyone attending would have to show confirmed
vaccination status if they haven’t already had this recorded at the office. The night would start at
6:00pm, with the formal aspect concluding at 6:30-6:45pm. I will share full details of our intentions
as soon as I can.

Last week some of our 5/6 students participated in an Outdoor Education Camp. This is a fairly
unique experience for our school which has been organised by Mr Mc through his connection with La
Trobe University. We thank Mr Mc for the work he has done to get this off the ground again this
year, even with the restrictions and challenges faced. Thanks also to Miss B for attending with the
group. I had the pleasure of dropping in on them and checking out the camping area and the
students were having a great time. It was a great set up with tarps and tents all organised. I look
forward to reading some of the responses from the students when they get back.
Last week I put in some early notice about the 3-6 camp for 2022. While I cannot give you many
details about the camp at this very early stage, I just wanted to make families aware that it will take
place in November with some details going out in term 1 of 2022. It will ask for an early deposit and
allow for families to set up payment plans for the year. We are hopeful that these types of school
events are able to go ahead as normal in 2022.
The work on our ramps is coming together and should be finished shortly. I thank everyone for their
patience over the past few weeks, it has not been easy getting in and out of the building at times and
it has been a little inconvenient, however the work was essential to ensure our Shelter in Place
building is compliant with new regulations. We still have quite a few bits of wood that families can
take if they wish. Anything that is left in the piles can be taken, and if you take it all, that’s fine. Once
the ramps are done the workers will then finish up some work on vents and other similar spaces in
our building to ensure they are resistant to embers getting in or under the building .

Important information in regards to vaccination requirements for visitors and volunteers in
schools.
We are still waiting for an update operations guide for schools. Just a reminder that schools do
operate under slightly different rules to community in regards to what we can and can’t do with the
wider community, which is why our proposed community night will operate a little different to other
years. This may mean that only immediate families are able to attend any community night on
school grounds. Proof of vaccination status is required, so please have this recorded at the front
office if you can.

Assembly Friday mornings
We did not have a regular assembly last Friday, however we did sneak in a small assembly hosted by
Annika, Mikaylah and Daisy while the 5/6 students were away. They did an amazing job. I really
liked their small edit to the hosting section of the slideshow – hosted by ‘our future school captains’.
We will have a regular outside assembly this Friday and then our last Friday assembly will be Friday
the 10th December from 9:05am.

Where are we now? Where do we want to be in 12 months?
With the end of year approaching, one last opportunity to provide some feedback from home in
regards to what you observe of our school. It has been a challenging couple of years for everyone,
and I would really like to get a feel for where we are now? And where do we want to be in 12
months? If we are a thriving school in 12 months time, what would we have done and achieved in
the next 12 months?
I am happy for any feedback to come back anonymously if preferred, or if you want to make a time
to have a chat, or just send something via email or letter, please do.
Positive or negative, I would love to hear your thoughts. While not all feedback can be actioned, it is
always considered as we move forward.

Child Safe/Cybersafety information
Most of you would probably be aware of the new TV series, Squid Games. I have become aware that
some students in our school have watched all or parts of this show and have had discussions with
others at school about the content. This Series is rated MA which is not for people under 17 years of
age. Children at home have access to all types of devices these days, so they may have watched it
without the knowledge pf parents. So my message today is just to make families aware of the show
and its rating and maybe just to check in with what children may have watched at home.

I have included the esafety link below again this week as it has many different resources for families
about being safe online and responsible use of technology.
https://www.esafety.gov.au/parents/skills-advice/online-safety-basics
MENTAL HEALTH LINKS

Resources for your hea lth
The following e xternal resources are available to s upport your mental health and wellbeing:
Headspace – for family and friends
Beyondblue – COVID19
Lifeline – Mental health and wellbeing during the COVID-19 outbreak

Additional resources
To share with children and young people
headspace – how to cope with stress related to Novel Coronavirus
ReachOut – coping during the coronavirus
For up-to-date information and advice on coronavirus (COVID-19), visit:

DET coronavirus website
DHHS coronavirus website
F U R T HE R I N F O R M AT IO N AN D S U PPO R T
External support is also available to staff and stude nts, including:
Safe Steps Family Violence, Victoria’s state -wide family violence support service, available 24 hours a day, seven days a week
Kids Helpline, children and young people counselling support service, available 24 hours a day, seven days a week
Parentline, parenting counselling support service, available 8am to midnight, seven days a week
The Lookout website with information on family violence supports and local services across Victoria

What’s ok at home? website for children, young people and adult allies to support their safety when family violence is occurring in the home
1800 Respect, national family violence support and counselling service, available 24 hours a day, seven days a week

Support for your kids to get active
Does your child love sport and being active? Does your family have a Health Care Card or Pensioner
Concession Card? You may be eligible for up to $200 to put towards the cost of your child ’s
participation in physical activities.

As children return to sport over the coming months, the Get Active Kids Voucher Program helps
eligible families get their kids involved in organised sport and active recreation activities .
Under the program, children may be eligible to receive up to $200 to help with the cost of
membership and registration fees, uniforms, and equipment.
The program also provides a special consideration stream to support children residing in care
services as well as temporary or provisional visa holders, undocumented migrants or international
students.
Applications for vouchers in round three of the program close at 5pm Tuesday 30 November.

For eligibility requirements and to apply, visit the Get Active Victoria website.

Important information in regards to vaccination requirements for visitors and
volunteers in schools.
Vaccination requirements for visitors and volunteers performing work in schools
Visitors and volunteers performing work on school sites (both inside and
outdoors) must have had at least one dose of COVID-19 vaccine and must
have had two doses of COVID-19 vaccine by 29 November 2021 or have a
valid medication exception. Visitors and volunteers must be advised to adhere
to COVID Safety requirements set out in the School Operations Guide.

Vaccination requirements for parents and carers attending schools
All parents and carers attending schools, including for drop off and pick up must also
adhere to physical distancing, density limits, face mask requirements and practise
respiratory etiquette and good hand hygiene.
Parents and carers who enter school buildings must check in using the QR code.
Parents and carers who enter school buildings must also have had at least one dose of
COVID-19 vaccine and must have had two doses of COVID-19 vaccine by 29
November 2021 or have a valid medical exception with the following limited
exceptions:
•
when attending to administer medical treatment to their own child when the
treatment cannot be administered by the school
•
when attending to collect their child who is unwell and cannot leave the school
building unaccompanied by their parent/carer.
•
when attending for a momentary period that does not involve any sustained
contact with staff or students, for example, to collect a completed art project or
similar.
Parents and carers attending any event or activity inside a school building including,
but not limited to tours, graduations, kindergarten transition, whole of school events
are required to show evidence of vaccination.
Meetings and other discussions (such as Student Support Group meetings) with parents
and carers who do not meet vaccination requirements should be held virtually.

Parents and carers attending school sites for drop off and pick up who do not enter
school buildings do not need to comply with vaccination requirements.
Evidence of vaccination will need to be presented at the office for recording and only
needs to be done once. If you have any questions about this, please speak with Mr
O’Neill.

Some important restrictions and guidelines in place to ensure risk minimisation at school
•

•

•

Visitors who do come on-site (inside) should check in via the app, MUST be wearing a mask
(unless an exemption applies), ensure the use of hand sanitiser on arrival and maintain social
distancing and density limits.
Vaccination requirements should also be adhered to as set out above.
Hand sanitiser is provided at the front office area for visitors to use.

•

Students in 3-6 MUST wear a mask indoors at school unless an exemption applies. Families
need to provide a mask for their child to use and a spare. Masks are recommended in other
classes. Our grade 3-6 class have been excellent role models with this. Thank you to all
families who have supported this new expectation.

•

It is vitally important that students are not coming to school with symptoms or are unwell.
Adults should not come into school if they are showing symptoms or unwell.

•

Schools have just been updated with new processes in regards to managing Covid Cases, with
schools now assisting with the responsibility of contact tracing. If any students or families in our
school community are exposed to a positive Covid case or become a positive case themselves and
have been in contact with someone who has been on-site at school, please communicate this to Mr
O’Neill as soon as possible. This is just so I can be aware of any potential risk minimisation strategies
to put in place. Any conversations will remain with myself and required staff.
Fire Preparedness information

What you see below is repeated information that you will
see quite often during bushfire season.
As we move into the end of the year and the bushfire season, it is
important to revisit our communication around what Eppalock PS
does on Code Red Days. Any families new to the school might not
yet be aware of this information and process. If you have any
questions or need anything clarified please contact the school.

Our school will be closed on Code Red days. The school will be
contacted in advance about this and communication will go home
to families to let you know what is happening. On Extreme fire rating days, the school will be open.
We are given up to date information at school about weather conditions and will communicate this to families
via EducateUs, email, phone tree or Facebook, depending on the time of day we are informed. On these days
we do require that families respond or acknowledge the contact so that we can confirm you have received
the message. We understand parent concern on these days, however it is important to try and keep the
school phone lines open for emergency service information. Some information about this will also be placed
on our school Facebook page and parents Facebook page. We have included the fire rating symbol which
most families are already familiar with. All families should have their own home fire plans in place.
Our school bus route will not be operating on Code Red days. This is a new consistent process across the
State and an important one to ensure the safety of everyone involved.

IMPORTANT DATES
DECEMBER
Wednesday 8th

MARC Van
PREP/1/2 Disco 3.15 - 6.30pm

Friday

10th Community night (Save the date—not confirmed)

Friday

17th Last day Term 4—1.30pm finish—casual clothes day

JANUARY 2022
Monday

31st First day Term 1

Tuesday
&
Thursday

•

Book lists need to paid for by Dec 10th via the CVOS website.

•

Last day of school—Friday 17th. Finish @ 1.30pm—casual clothes
day

•

Please keep Friday 10th December free for our community night.

•

Prep/1/2 Disco on Wednesday night after school—$10

Audrey.J

Finnegan.S
Will.J
*Please note that these are future awards that will be handed out at assembly
on Fridays to give the parents an opportunity to come to assembly to see their
child receive their awards

BUNJIL

748

YULAWIL 745
WATJARANG 730

2/3
p/1
4/5/6

