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SCHOOL VALUES


Care and Compassion – Care for self and others



Honesty and Trustworthiness – Be honest, sincere and seek the truth



Respect – Treat others with consideration and regard: respect another person’s point of view



Responsibility—Be accountable for one’s own actions, resolve differences in constructive,
non violent and peaceful ways; contribute to society and civic life, take care of the environment

Mitchell Family
On the weekend we were upset to hear the news that Mark Mitchell was injured in a road accident. Luckily Mark
will recover from his injuries but it will take some time. Our thoughts and best wishes go out to Mark, Kristina and
Eddie for his recovery.

Child Safe standards
Today we outline Child Safe standard 6.
Standard 6
Schools must develop and implement risk management strategies
regarding child safety in school environments.
These strategies must take into account the nature of each school
environment, the activities expected to be conducted in that
environment (including the provision of services by contractors or
outside organisations), and the characteristics and needs of all
children expected to be present in that environment.
The environment includes all campuses, including outside of school
hours, online school environments and other locations provided by
the school for a child’s use, ie locations used for school camps,
sporting events, excursions, competitions and other events.
If the school identifies risks of child abuse they must record those
risks and specify the action(s) the school will take to reduce or
remove the risks.
Schools must monitor and evaluate the effectiveness of the
implementation of its risk controls.
Schools must provide annual guidance and training to schools
about risks and managing risks of child abuse.
By Declaration this will mean that schools ensure that they have
strategies to identify and reduce or remove risks of child abuse.
Awards
There will be no classroom awards on Monday, however, we will be presenting the term 4
Kiwanis Terrific Kids Award on Monday morning.
On Friday night at the Community Night we will be presenting awards to a grade 4, 5 and 6
student for their work and effort this year. We will also be awarding a Living Green award to
one student from across the school.

Grounds and Maintenance
This year school council introduced a whole school maintenance roster for our parent group to share the load of
routine maintenance tasks. While we do understand that this is not always convenient for some families and it can
sometimes clash with other responsibilities, we believe this has been a successful idea and we thank all of our
families for their support with this in 2018. Some families have taken a lead role in the sessions and others have
even arranged for swaps or alternative days to do some work which is all greatly appreciated. It has really made it
much easier to ensure the grounds are kept tidy all year round. We will have another draft roster up and running for
2019 shortly and please remember that this is just a draft so we are happy for people to do some swaps or work
something else out with group leaders.
Term 4 School Holidays

Task / Jobs

Sunday 27th January 2019
The following families are rostered on for this day -

General grounds tidy up

Knight

Rake / blow leaves

Murphy

Mow

Doherty

Clean gutters

Viney

Weeding

Healy

Cobwebs

On Monday I attended a training session on developing a 4 year school maintenance and repairs plan based on the
rolling buildings evaluation assessment completed earlier in the year. We were one of the first schools involved in
this program and received the base amount of $5000 to undertake the highest priority elements on our list. The
buildings evaluation report didn’t highlight anything major that needs doing, but we will be ticking off some smaller
tasks around the school.
Our Government grant is at the stage where we are obtaining quotes for the different tasks. Once we have these
we will send them off for approval before we can start any work in the school. We plan on having our PE shed and
toilet block moved by end of term 1, boundary fencing started at the beginning of term 1 and concrete ramp also
removed by end of term 1. So we should have quite a bit of work done by the middle of next year.
We were contacted yesterday about our playground inclusion grant and should start to see something happen in
this area by mid 2019.
School and House Captains
It was my pleasure to sit and listen to some great School Captain speeches last week. We even had a tie worn!
Our 2019 School Captains will be announced on Friday night at the community night and will receive their badges
early next year at one of our first assemblies.
We aim to do our House Captain speeches tomorrow at school. In 2019 we will have 3 House teams with 3 groups
of mixed aged students in each. The role of House Captain will be an important leadership position next year.
These will also be announced on Friday night and will also receive badges early next year.
Strathfieldsaye Carols Wednesday 12th December
A reminder that tonight is the Strathfieldsaye community carols night at Strathfieldsaye Primary school. This is a
voluntary event for students and we just have the one song to perform. Please refer to the costume list that was
sent home last week. Christmas colours and outfits are quite ok. Please watch our Facebook pages for any
announcements of the night being cancelled. With wet weather predicted the organisers have made us aware it
could be cancelled if there is rain around.
Community Night Friday 14th December
Friday night is the community night where we are expecting all students to attend. Mrs Sexton has been working on
a class performance with each group this term and it should be quite entertaining. We have some drumming, some
ukuleles and some creative dancing and singing lined up. We will also be presenting a few awards across the
school and saying goodbye to our grade 6 group and some families that have been at the school for some time. If
weather permits, we aim to be outside at approx. 7:15pm to enjoy our byo picnic tea.
The night commences at 6.00 pm and we ask that students be here by 5.45 pm.
Reports
End of year reports are due to be handed out to students on Wednesday the 19 th December

IMPORTANT DATES
DECEMBER
Friday

14th

Music
Community Night - BYO picnic tea

Monday

17th—Hockey Clinic and Christmas Club activities (whole school)

Tuesday

18th

Grade 6 Graduation

Friday

21st

Last Day Term 4—1.30 pm finish

2019
Tuesday

January 29th

Staff return (no students)

Wednesday

January 30th

Staff at Curriculum PD (no students)

Thursday

January 31st

Students commence 2019 School Year

Booklists
Book lists were sent out yesterday. There is an option to do an order online this year as well. Please take the time
to read the process for this year to ensure payments go through correctly. Booklists will be available to be picked
up from school on Tuesday the 29th January. They need to be submittted either online or back to school by
Monday 17th December.
.
Last Day of school
Friday 21st December is the last day of term and school will finish at 1.30 pm.
Our first day back on 2019 will be Thursday the 31st of January where all students will be expected back at school.
Tuesday the 29th is the first day back for staff with Wednesday 30th a joined curriculum day for our staff with other
small schools.
Fundraising
With just one week to go I would like to thank our community and friends for the amazing effort with fundraising
again this year. We heard that we were able to ‘outsell’ some of the bigger schools with our recent mango drive
which is an amazing achievement. So to everyone involved in the organisation of activities and everyone who has
helped out our school in some way this year, a huge thanks.
Staff lunch week
Staff would like to pass on a huge thanks for
the fantastic lunches prepared this week by
parents. I have had the pleasure of being
part of this the past two years and must say,
our parent community goes above and
beyond to ensure we are well fed this week.
Staff have really appreciated the thought and
effort that has been put into each day.
Music performance tomorrow
Our apologies for short notice with this item, but tomorrow morning we are
going to hold a very informal instrumental music session in the assembly
area. Sandra, our keyboard teacher from Drew Thorpe’s music, asked to
have a keyboard performance practice in preparation for their huge
showcase this weekend, so we thought we could get all of our music
students up on stage if they would like to. Parents are welcome to come
along and have a look.
Mr O’Neill.

EMILY—This is the last week for Emily at Eppalock PS. She returns to China on the weekend. Emily has had many
wonderful experience with the Symes family during her stay and has been a great part of Eppalock Primary. We will
miss her and wish her all the best for her trip back home.
Here are a couple of photos of Emily in her time at Eppalock Primary.

