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SCHOOL VALUES
Be Resilient
Be Kind
Be Responsible
Be Respectful

A huge thanks to our school community for the calmness, understanding and
flexibility demonstrated during the recent lockdown and sudden announcement.
I have no doubt the short notice would have caused some inconvenience for
families, particularly for the Monday, however all communication in regards to
remote learning and on-site attendance requests were respectful and openminded. I know classes have been talking about growth and fixed mindsets
during respectful relationships and the way our school community approached
the last week really showed a growth mindset and was a great example for the
students. Thanks all.
A reminder that UeducateUs is our main school communication platform. If you
have not yet signed up, or have lost your login details, please contact the school
office. If you need a refresher on how to use the system please let us know.
With the return from the short lockdown, schools are able to go back to precircuit breaker guidelines. Parents can resume visiting on-site where it is
necessary. For visits longer than 15 minutes parents should be signing in at the
office to keep track of who has been at the school. When entering the school,
adults MUST be wearing a mask and using hand sanitiser as you enter. If meeting
students at pick up time or dropping off, we would encourage the use of the
classroom outside door rather than coming through the main building.
Our school general information sessions will also be conducted through an online
platform for all parents so that this can be done asap. School will organise a
separate forum for new families to the school. Details about when these will
occur will be confirmed soon. We apologise for multiple changes of plan on this
one.

AFTER SCHOOL CARE SURVEY (AGAIN)
Thanks to those families who have returned an after school care survey. This has
been a long process, however with the recent announcement about possible funding
for schools to start up and establish After school care programs, we need to do this
process again to update our ‘needs’. Our school application will be submitted this
week before the February 26th deadline, however any families that would use After
school care provided by a third party provider need to submit a survey to Mr O’Neill
asap so that data can be included in the application. Another copy of the 5 min
survey has been included with the newsletter today.
School Council
We are now finalising our possible list of candidates for school council with the
deadline for nominations having been extended until Monday 22nd February. At this
stage it doesn’t look like a ballot will be required, but we do need a couple more
nominations to fill the spots vacant this year.
Proposed Election Timeline for 2021
Monday 8th February 2021 - Notice of election and call for nominations
Monday 15th February 2021 - Closing date for nominations

Monday 22nd February 2021 - The date by which the list of candidates and
nominators will be posted
Wednesday 24th February 2021 - The date by which ballot papers will be prepared
and distributed
Wednesday 3rd March 2021 - Close of ballot
Wednesday 3rd March 2021 - Vote Count
Thursday 4th March 2021 – Declaration of poll
Thursday 11th March 2021 – First council meeting to elect office bearers (the Principal
will preside)

Attendance
Thanks to families for checking in with attendance during lockdown. While not
always convenient and it is easy to forget, it is a requirement of DET that schools have
a formal method of marking attendance during these times. We appreciate your
cooperation with this.
Current attendance figures for each class;
P/1 – 97.06%
2/3 – 97.14%

456 – 93.54%

Second hand uniforms
Thanks to all of those families, past and present who have donated second hand
uniforms to our school. If you are in need of some uniform items please let us know
at the office and we will see what we have. It is great that our school is able to
support each other in this way each year. New families to the school always
appreciate that there are some items of uniform available to use while waiting for
uniform orders to come through.

TOYS AND MOBILE PHONES AT SCHOOL
A reminder that toys and personal belongings should only come to school as part of a
show and tell session in the classroom. Unfortunately, school cannot guarantee that
things will not be broken or lost if they are taken out into the school yard at break
time. Any valuable or sentimental items should be left with the classroom teacher
during breaks. Mobile phones or electronic devices are required to be handed into
the office at the beginning of the day to be locked away.

What is Respectful Relationships?
Respectful Relationships is about tackling family violence through education.
Rosie Batty, CEO of the Luke Batty Foundation “the school community is an essential part of social reform by
modelling a culture of respect through the whole school, not just by teaching respect in the classroom”.
In 2017, respectful relationships education was introduced to be taught as part of the Victorian curriculum. The
Victorian Government is supporting schools to model respectful relationships across the whole school community as
part of its commitment to respectful relationships education.
The Government is providing Victorian schools with a range of extra supports and resources including, new Respectful
Relationships teaching and learning materials.
In the classroom, children will learn problem-solving skills, to develop empathy, support their own wellbeing and build
healthy relationships with others. The initiative will also provide resources to best support children and staff who are
affected by family violence.
When children build positive relationships with their teachers and peers they feel safer and happier at school, are more
resilient and have positive social attitudes. Positive relationships also increase a child’s sense of social connectedness
and belonging which can result in better health and academic outcomes.
Further information about Respectful Relationships is available on the Department of Education and Training website:
www.education.vic.gov.au/respectfulrelationships
Eppalock Primary School makes use of the Department provided resources to teach our students about Respectful
Relationships. These age-appropriate and evidence based materials are designed to enable teachers to develop
student’s social and emotional capabilities to promote positive, healthy and respectful relationships. They provide
teachers with handouts and activities for students that guide classroom discussion.

Our school will be closed on Code Red days. The school
will be contacted in advance about this and communication will go home to families to let you know what is
happening. On Extreme fire rating days, the school will
be open.
We are given up to date information at school about weather conditions and will
communicate this to families via EducateUs, email, phone tree or Facebook, depending on
the time of day we are informed. On these days we do require that families respond or
acknowledge the contact so that we can confirm you have received the message. We
understand parent concern on these days, however it is important to try and keep the school
phone lines open for emergency service information. Some information about this will also
be placed on our school Facebook page and parents Facebook page. If you have any
questions about this, please come and see us at school. We have included the fire rating
symbol which most families are already familiar with. All families should have their own
home fire plans in place.
Our school bus route will not be operating on Code Red days. This is a new consistent
process across the State and an important one to ensure the safety of everyone involved.

Over the last few weeks of school, we have been getting up to lots in the Prep/1
Classroom as we settle into the new year. We have had many highlights but one in
particular that has stood out to us so far would be…
Pevan and Sarah: Pevan and Sarah are former teachers who have created a
wonderful website of music and dance learning fun. Every morning we log on and
sing and dance to our morning song. We use this interactive site throughout the day
for things like Bingo, counting, as well as for our letter of the day.
We watch the alphabet jam song with every new letter we introduce before
practising the letter formation using our special pointer fingers. Just before lockdown
we actually began making finger puppets that we could wear when practising our
number and letter formation, we can’t wait to finish them this week.
On top of all of this we also get to finish every single day with the good-bye song.
Sometimes Miss B forgets but lucky all the students love it so much that they remind
her every day!
With all of this song and dance happening we are thinking we might have to give a
little performance one day at assembly to help show everybody what it’s all about!
Let us know what you think…

HEATH & ISABELLA

AUDREY SMITH
NED SYMES
CAILEB NIEMKE

YULAWIL 123
WATJARANG 104
BUNJIL 101

IMPORTANT DATES
MARCH
Monday

8th

Labour Day Holiday

Wednesday 10th School photo’s
APRIL
Thursday

1st

Last day of Term 1

Monday

19th Pupil free Curriculum Day

Tuesday

20th First day Term 2

* Please note that Victoria does NOT receive the ANZAC day public holiday that
was mentioned in previous newsletters—sorry for any confusion caused.

CSEF—CAMPS, SPORTS AND EXCURSIONS FUNDS

CSEF is provided by the Victorian Government to assist
eligible families to cover the costs of school trips,
camps and sporting activities.
If you hold a valid means-tested concession card or are
a temporary foster parent, you may be eligible for
CSEF. A special consideration category also exists for
asylum seeker and refugee families.
The allowance is paid to the school to use towards
expenses relating to camps, excursions or sporting
activities for the benefit of your child.

HOW TO APPLY
New applicants should contact the school office to
obtain a CSEF application form or download from
www.education.vic.gov.au/csef
If you applied for the CSEF at your child's school in
2020, you do not need to complete an application
form in 2021 unless there has been a change in your
family circumstances.
You only need to complete an application form if any
of the following changes have occurred:
 new student enrolments; your child has started or

The annual CSEF amount per student is:
• $125 for primary school students
• $225 for secondary school students
MORE INFORMATION
For more information about the CSEF visit
www.education.vic.gov.au/csef

changed schools in 2021 or you did not apply in
2020.
 changed family circumstances; such as a change of
custody, change of name, concession card
number, or new siblings commencing at the
school in 2021.
Check with the school office if you are unsure.

Parent’s Club update – 22/2/2021
Announcements:
Our first social events are coming up!
Family Lawn Bowls - at Strathfieldsaye, (Date to be confirmed by next week)
Regional Tour - Book your babysitters in for March 20th for a fun laid back regional tour, all parents &
guardians encouraged & welcome. (This one is adults only to give us a chance to spend some un interrupted time together)
(The cost for the day is still being worked out but roughly cost for the day $30 for the bus, plus whatever you choose to spend on drinks, food etc, please see the attached flyer.
For any questions please contact Kelly Nunns via messenger or 0407619641
2021 School Calendars
Last year we created a Calendar to remember the…. Unique year that was 2020 � very funny!
We still have a few calendars available for $20, they are quite good quality & worth a look.
Pop your head in & ask at the office to see what you think.
Term 1 upcoming dates:
Social events for the term will be a mix of both family & parents/guardians only.
Term 1 – Lawn Bowls – Date to be confirmed by next week (Family Friendly outdoors)
- Regional venue tour - March 20th (Parents & Guardians only, please see attached flyer)
Please return your attendance slip so we can book numbers for the bus & venues.
Fundraisers for the term
Term 1- Easter Hot Cross Bun Drive (with Strathfieldsaye Bakery) – Delivered Thursday 1st April.
Hot cross Buns will be $6 a pack, order forms will go out closer to the end of term.

Working with Children Check
Please make sure your WWC (Working with Children) check is still valid for this year.
Most volunteering you are doing with the school will require a WWC license.
It’s a really simple process you can do online at https://www.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au/
individuals/applicants/how-to-apply
Or you can apply at any Australia Post Office. I found the local Strathfieldsaye team are very
friendly & helpful.

Stay connected.
Parent’s Club is an easy way to share your experiences & stay connected to families & what is happening at the school.
At Eppalock Primary we are a community, you don’t need to apply for parent’s club, if you are a parent
or guardian of a student here, your part of the club, it’s that simple. �
There are several ways to stay connected.
Eppalock Primary – Parents Info Share (of Facebook) - this is an easy way to see what is happening, receive reminders or ask questions of the group. There is someone who can help or direct
you to the right place. Great for those “uniform free day or swimming day” reminders too.
P.C (Parent Club) meetings – these happen once a month & literally are just a bunch of parents
getting together for a cupper or meal to discuss what fundraising or social events we would like
to see happen for the year. We try to get through our points quickly then sit back & catch up on
a more casual level. Everyone is welcome to these & meeting dates will be posted in Newsletters, Educate Us & Parent’s Facebook page.
Social events – Last year was a bit of a bust with COVID cramping our style, but in normal circumstances we have several Social events throughout the year, most family friendly and a couple of
adult orientated to allow the parents/guardians to get to know each other. Definitely come
along to as many of these as you can, they are good fun.
Volunteer – There are many things we can do to volunteer, we have a grounds maintenance roster
that is set up at the start of the year where every family will take a turn to help the school in
some way or form from gardening, clean up here & there, mowing or any special trades or skills
you have.
You can also volunteer to help with Social events or fundraisers. Without volunteers these
things just don’t
Happen.

GROUNDS COMMITTEE
We’re looking for sub committee members! The Grounds committee is
currently made up of Jason, Sian, Lydia, Kevin, Hayden and Caitlin. We
look at required maintenance and grounds works on the property, including OH&S and fire preparedness; gather quotes, delegate tasks and organise working bees.

Meetings are typically twice a term, our next meeting is March 1st 4:30.
Anyone who would like to be involved please email Caitlin at caitlinholmes@live.com

Regional Tour
E.P.S Social Day:

Come & join in on the E.P.S Social day - March 20th 10:30am (Axdale tavern / Café)
Cost $30per person, Includes transfers for the day(any food or drinks you choose to buy will be At your own cost)
(more details to be communicated for this)

If you can’t make the tour, please feel free to join us in the morning at the tavern for a coffee.
Cost for those not going on the bus Free, (any food or drinks you choose to buy will be At your own cost)
We will venture round some beautiful regional towns & stop in to see some Quaint &Beautiful
locations including


The Axedale Tavern – meeting at 10:30am



Colbinabbin Silo & Lunch at the Pub – (roughly 12:30pm)
Colbinabbin Silos – absolutely
breathtaking & you’ll be glad you
saw it in person.
Colbinabbin Hotel – beautiful
meals & rest rooms with all the
bells & whistles 😊



Shiraz Republic - BYO Platter,- 3pm-5pm

Shiraz Republic – take a load off under the
gum & Peppercorn trees to enjoy the afternoon
with live music in the rustic surrounds of the
winery,
BYO Platter – & share a pizza.

Beer, Wine, Cider, Softdrink, Water &
Spritzers available to buy



Axedale Tavern – Dinner (roughly 6-6:30pm)

Back where we started for those who want to
have dinner together.

IT’S ALL ABOUT THE BONES!
We explored the skeletal system in STEM as part of our unit
on bodies.

SELF PORTRAITS—What makes me me?

AFTER SCHOOL CARE SURVEY
What days would you use after school care?
Mon, Tues, Wed, Thurs, Fri

How long would you need to use the program for after
school?
1 hour, 1.5 hours, 2 hours, 2.5 hours.

Would you need before school care? If yes, what days
and from what time?

………………………………………………………………………….

Would you make use of vacation care if provided?
…………………………………………………………………………..

How many children would you have using the program
and what grade or age level would be they be at the
start of term 3 2021?
(including future enrolments – this will indicate the future viability of any
potential program)
……………………………………………………………………………

