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S C H O O L  V A L U E S  

 Care and Compassion – Care for self and others 

 Honesty and Trustworthiness – Be honest, sincere and seek the truth 

 Respect – Treat others with consideration and regard: respect another person’s point of view 

 Responsibility—Be accountable for one’s own actions, resolve differences in constructive,  

       non violent and peaceful ways; contribute to society and  civic life, take care of the environment 
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School Values & School Wide Positive Behaviours  
 
 ‘To develop resilient students who display behaviours and attitudes that reflect school 
values.’ 
 
Mr McCartney, Kristy Fitzpatrick and Mr O’Neill have now attended two training sessions on 
School Wide Positive Behaviours.  We have found the sessions to be very informative and 
valuable.  As part of this work we plan on revisiting our school values and what they mean 
to our community.  Early next term we will work with students, staff and families to align our 
thoughts on our values.   
 
The SWPBS is about focusing on positive language around the school. 
Staff and students have already begun discussing school wide expectations.  What do we expect to see and hear in 
the ‘eating area’? What do we expect to see and hear around the ‘basketball area’?  Once we have aligned our 
ideas on these, you will begin to see displays of these expectations around the school so that we have a common 
language and understanding. 
 
This week I have placed our information about Resilience at the beginning of the newsletter.  I hope that families 
are able to reflect on this information and find some useful strategies and language to use at home.  Since arriving 
at Eppalock PS I have observed student anxiety about ‘change’, new situations or challenge.  Developing resilience 
enables us to be able to cope with these situations and anxieties more easily.  Sometimes our anxieties as parents 
can also be passed onto our children and it is our role to ensure we continue to send positive messages. I have 
repeated the positive strategies mentioned last week.  Please continue to use these at home and support the 
school in developing resilience with all students.  www.kidshelpline.com.au – if you are interested in more 
information on this topic please check it out. 
 
 

What can I do when I’m facing a challenge? 
 
You can start to build resilience by asking yourself: 

 What can I do to get back on track? 

 I can’t control everything, so what is in my control? 

 Can I change something I’m doing to make things better? 

 What can I learn from this? 

 Who can help? 
 
How can I move forward? 

  
 
 
 
 

http://www.eppalock.ps.vic.edu.au
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Drop off times 
Just a reminder that our grounds are supervised by school staff from 8:45am until 9:00am each morning and from 
3:15pm- 3:30pm each afternoon. Outside of these hours, school staff will not be available to supervise students.  
Please ensure students are not being dropped off outside of these times, particularly in the morning.   
 
Late arrivals 
Staff are required to record and monitor late arrivals at school.  With our new Attendance system in place, families 
may begin to get notifications more regularly about arriving late to school.  It is important that students are arriving 
at school on time, particularly if your child needs solid routines and structure to enable a settled day at school.  It 
will also assist with reducing anxiety about school days. We are happy to work with families to ensure students are 
arriving to school on time.  If you need any help or strategies in this area, please speak with staff at school.  It may 
be worth having a discussion with your own child at home about strategies to put in place. 
 
uEducateUs 
Thanks to those parents who asked some questions about this new system last week.  We had a couple of informal 
sessions at school on Thursday to help with parent use.  A couple of the main ideas discussed were; 
Announcements are public – anything you write there is seen by the whole school 
Conversations enable you to contact the teacher directly – a private message. 
You can put advance absences in the system and a note is left for the teacher on that day. 
The calendar will show events coming up and will even give you some reminders at times. 
Admin staff can monitor when parents login, this will let us know if anyone is having any trouble. 
We can reset your password but can’t see it once you have changed it. 
If you have any questions or would like further help please let us know.  A new electronic sign in system will be set 
up for next term, this will be the ‘kiosk’ system which you can see on your account. 
 
Ride to school day 
A reminder for students taking part in this day to bring their bikes and helmets along to be checked by the 21

st
.  

Parents are welcome to ride with the students on this day. 
 
P-2 students can bring along a scooter or some wheels on this day.  Please also bring safety gear to be used with 
it as well. 
 
AFL TIPPING 
A reminder for anyone interested in some free community footy tipping.  Mr O’Neill and Mr McCartney would like to 
challenge you all to an AFL tipping competition for a bit of fun this year.  If you are interested and think you can 
beat us, please enter an individual or family team to our comp.  You will need to ask us for the code to get in.  We 
will be using the AFL website to manage the competition so please register there and then grab the code from us at 
school.  Good luck. 
 
 
 
Thanks 
Mr O’Neill 



IMPORTANT DATES 
 
 
Thursday 21st PARENT CLUB MEETING—9.00 am 
 
Friday  22nd MUSIC & ART SPECIALISTS 
 
Tuesday 26th PE 
 
Wednesday 27th MARC LIBRARY 
 
Thursday 28th Prep/1/2  proposed Excursion—”Room On A Broom” - Capital Theatre 
 
Friday  29th Ride to School Day for Grade 3-6 students 
   P-2 students—BYO scoter or wheels and safety equipment to school 
    
ART SPECIALIST 
 
 
 
 
APRIL 
 
TUESDAY 2nd Normal school day for students with ‘3 way conference’ between 12.30—6.30 pm 
    
   PE  
 
THURSDAY 4th DENTAL SERVICE CHECKS 
 
   SCHOOL COUNCIL—APRIL MEETING 
 
   SPECIAL LUNCH—PIZZA 
 
 
FRIDAY 5th LAST DAY—TERM 1 
 
 
SUNDAY 21st EASTER SUNDAY BBQ FUNDRAISER—HELPERS NEEDED 
 
TUESDAY 23rd FIRST DAY—TERM 2 
 
THURSDAY 25th ANZAC DAY—PUBLIC HOLIDAY 
 
 
 
 
MAY 
 
THURSDAY 2nd WHOLE SCHOOL EXCURSION—MELBOURNE ZOO 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PLEASE NOTE—the current arrangements for distribution of our School 

Newsletter will continue for this term. 

Commencing Term 2, our school newsletter will be available to families via 

uEducateUs.  

 



 
Multi Cultural Day 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

AWARDS 
Congratulations to the following students who will receive an award at Monday’s assembly ... 

 Xavier for great enthusiasm during the BSSC Multicultural day 

 Annika for always being ready to learn 

 Charlotte for making a terrific start to school 



 

CSEF is provided by the Victorian Government to 

assist eligible families to cover the costs of school trips, 

camps and sporting activities. 
 

If you hold a valid means-tested concession card or are 

a temporary foster parent, you may be eligible for 

CSEF. A special consideration category also exists for 

asylum seeker and refugee families.  

 

The allowance is paid to the school to use towards 

expenses relating to camps, excursions or sporting 

activities for the benefit of your child. 
 

The annual CSEF amount per student is: 
• $125 for primary school students 
• $225 for secondary school students 
  
MORE INFORMATION 
For more information about the CSEF visit 

www.education.vic.gov.au/csef 

 

 

HOW TO APPLY 
New applicants should contact the school office to 

obtain a CSEF application form or download from 

www.education.vic.gov.au/csef 
 

If you applied for the CSEF at your child's school in 

2018, you do not need to complete an application 

form in 2019 unless there has been a change in your 

family circumstances. 
 

You only need to complete an application form if any 

of the following changes have occurred: 
  new student enrolments; your child has 

started or changed schools in 2019 or you did 

not apply in 2018. 
  changed family circumstances; such as a 

change of custody, change of name, concession 

card number, or new siblings commencing at 

the school in 2019. 
  
Check with the school office if you are unsure. 

CSEF—CAMPS, SPORTS AND EXCURSIONS FUND 



 

 

 



 



Inclusive Schools Grant 
 
On Friday Mr O’Neill met with our architect group and the VSBA to discuss the proposed Inclusive Schools grant 
concept of creating a sensory playspace, sandpit and garden area at the back of the school.   
This was an initial meeting to discuss the concept and design proposed.   
 
A working group are planning to meet to discuss the initial drawing and concept in the coming days – this will be a 
smaller group who take on any ground work required, if you would like to be part of this group please let Mr O 
know.  
 
We are inviting anyone interested in hearing about and having input into the proposed project to meet at the school 
on Monday from 2:30pm-3:00pm.   
 
Once the initial drawing is presented, community will be asked for input and suggestions into the design, elements 
and garden spaces.   
 
If you can’t make this meeting time, please send something in on paper to share your thoughts or you may arrange 
another individual meeting time with Mr O during the week.   
 
The working group will then meet again next Friday the 29

th
 to collate ideas to send back to the architects.   

 
If you have any questions or concerns please let Mr O know at school.   
 
In this newsletter is the design ‘concept’ and ‘initial brief’ of a sensory playspace, with sandpit and natural garden 
area to give you an idea of what the architect has drawn up from the previous landscape plan.   
 
Please remember that this is not a ‘large playground structure’ grant. 



 



 


