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SCHOOL VALUES
Be Resilient
Be Kind
Be Responsible
Be Respectful

MONDAY 22nd MARCH 2021
We are almost at the end of term 1 and we are slowly getting closer to normality
which is great. It is nice to go to assembly and see quite a few families and
community members attending. While the weather is nice we will continue
outside assemblies until the end of term. If the weather is unsuitable,
unfortunately, we will be unable to invite families inside for an assembly due to
our density limits until restrictions around this ease further.
You will have noticed our assemblies moving to a Friday morning – the purpose
behind this change is to allow classes to start the week on Mondays with good
routines and structure with their teacher in the classroom. We have also been
able to run our Friday assembly into a regular buddy reading program on Friday
mornings which has worked really well. We have had discussions at school with
students about Friday morning assemblies also helping us prepare for the
following week as we know what will be coming up next week.
Some quick reminders;


3 way conferences have been set for Tuesday the 30th of March (last week of
school). These will take place at school from 12-6pm, with teachers being
released from their rooms at these times to speak with families. If these
times do not suit please contact your teacher to make a time that is
appropriate for you both. These are now open on educateus. If you need
some help to book these in please just give the school a call.



We still plan to go ahead with our walk to school day (Thursday the 25th) at this
stage depending on the weather. Please look out for further information about
this day on educateus. For this day, it is voluntary to be involved, however we
would like to get an idea of how many students we have attending for
supervision. On this day, we will be walking off the road as much as possible, so
it is important families have appropriate walking shoes, no prams or other
devices which can’t operate on rough ground. We do ask that adults walking
with us, also walk well off the road.



Please check in with your child about their school diary to ensure they still have
this and are using it each day. Our diaries are working to develop responsibility
in the students. Classes are encouraging the recording of nightly reading in the
diaries, as well as any quick messages for staff. Any students who are aiming to
be part of the 300 club must have their nightly reading recorded in their diary.



The first day of term 2 Monday 19th April, is a School Council approved
Curriculum Day. Students will begin back at school on Tuesday 20th April.

Sleep and devices before bed
Recently I was part of a Principal Health and Wellbeing session which highlighted the
need for adequate sleep in order for us all to function properly during the day. Part of
this discussion was around having a routine bed time and wake up time as much as
possible. It also mentioned the need to turn off from devices at least an hour or two
before bed as well. I have included this today to prompt families to think about this
need for the children at home. Do you have a regular bed time and morning wake up
time? Do you have a regular morning routine to get ready for the school day? Are
children turning off devices and screens well before bed time or do they use them up
until they attempt to go to sleep? Finally, are all devices kept out of reach at bed time
to avoid any secret late night device use?
Classroom helpers
Classes are able to have adult helpers again next term in some capacity. We would
love to have some parent help with student learning where possible. If you have
some spare time and would like to help with group reading, spelling, writing, maths
or even an inquiry unit, please let teachers know at school. No experience necessary
and direction and activities will be given by classroom teachers.

Peer mediators
I mentioned in the newsletter last week that we have been doing Peer Mediation
training at school with the 456 students who have shown interest. This program will
begin formally next term when we will have active Peer Mediators on duty each week.
We will share more information as the weeks progress. Well done and thanks to those
senior students who have volunteered to be part of the program.
Breakfast club
There will be no regular breakfast club this Thursday due to the walk to school
breakfast planned. We will be on Tuesday of this week and then Tuesday and
Thursday of next week. We have some extra breakfast items available at school, if
your family would like some of these, please speak with Mr O’Neill. We would like to
pass some of this onto families before the holiday break.
Attendance
Before the end of term I will be sending some information home to individual students
who have missed a higher number of days during term 1. This information is to make
families aware of how many days that have been missed in term 1 and will be
potentially missed if current trends continue for the year. We understand that
students will have days away from school that are unavoidable, but are still aiming for
classes to have attendance above 95% for the year if we can.
P/1 – 94.29%
2/3 – 93.94%
456 – 92.55%

On our walk to school day on
25th March we are encouraging
everyone to 'Rock your Socks'
and wear crazy socks in support
of World Down Syndrome Day.
Please bring a gold coin
donation and wear your crazy
socks - whether you walk or
not!
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IMPORTANT DATES
MARCH
Thursday

25th Walk to school Day
Crazy Socks Day

Tuesday

30th 3 Way conference Day 12-6pm

Wednesday 31st MARC Van
APRIL
Thursday

1st

Last day of Term 1—1.30pm finish
Casual clothes day

Monday

19th Pupil free Curriculum Day

Tuesday

20th First day Term 2

* Please note that Victoria does NOT receive the ANZAC day public holiday that
was mentioned in previous newsletters—sorry for any confusion caused.



SMILE SQUAD forms are due in.



HOT CROSS BUN orders are due in 25th March

Bendigo Bowling Club
159 Hargreaves Street, Bendigo
8 Week program starting
Monday 26th April 2021 @ 4.45pm

Or
Tuesday 27th April 2021 @ 4.15pm

MARC
NEWSLETTER
This week the Prep/1 class read Mem Fox’s I’m Australian
Too. We talked about all the wonderful cultures and families in our country and students made a family flag showing how each family is unique.

Grade 2/3 students shared Elise
Gravel’s What is a Refugee? We discussed why some people might have
to leave their countries and that refugees are really people just like us. Students drew their face to go in a big
‘refugee’ boat and also created a
tent where they could write some reflections from the book.

The 4/5/6 class read Out by Angela May George. We
acknowledged that the illustrations helped give us a deeper understanding of the story. Students discussed what it
was to be brave and shared a time when they showed
bravery. They attempted to learn some ‘string’ games like
the ones the girl in the book was using to fill her time.

