149 Patons Road, Axe Creek Vic 3551
Telephone: 5439 6366
Email: eppalock.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
Website: http://www.eppalockps.vic.edu.au

March 29th
2021
Issue 9

SCHOOL VALUES
Be Resilient
Be Kind
Be Responsible
Be Respectful

This is the final week of term 1 for 2021, we finish on Thursday of this week at 1:30pm. It has
been an interesting term again, with a few challenges thrown in along the way. Our school
community continues to show all of our School values on a daily basis and the support shown
from parents has been amazing. Our students have shown remarkable Resilience in term 1
and have settled back into school in a positive manner. Staff have worked hard to set up their
classrooms and create a warm and friendly learning environment. The students are
responding well to the School Wide Positive Behaviour Framework being used across the
school. They know they school expectations and are using positive acknowledgements with
each other regularly.
Through the challenging times it is so important that we are all working together, and this has
certainly been evident over the past 18 months when it has been needed the most. All staff
hope that everyone has a restful break with your families over the holiday period. Students
will start back on Tuesday April 20th, with Monday 19th April being a curriculum day for staff to
undertake Cultural Understanding and Safety Training (CUST).
There will be no formal assembly this Thursday being the last day of term. Students will finish
the day with a very short get together at approx. 1:25pm.
Some quick reminders;

3 way conferences are on tomorrow afternoon from 12-6pm. Families have until the
end of the day today to book something for that day. If times don’t suit, please make
alternative arrangements with your classroom teacher.


Please check in with your child about their school diary to ensure they still have this and
are using it each day. Our diaries are working to develop responsibility in the students.
Classes are encouraging the recording of nightly reading in the diaries, as well as any
quick messages for staff. Any students who are aiming to be part of the 300 club must
have their nightly reading recorded in their diary.



The first day of term 2 Monday 19th April, is a School Council approved Curriculum Day.
Students will begin back at school on Tuesday 20th April.

Walk to school day
This has now turned into an annual event here at Eppalock PS with a group walk from the corner of
Patons Road and Mannes Lane. A huge thanks to everyone involved in the organisation of the day.
Our parent club and helpers for organising breakfast. Paul and Angie for their organisation around
providing a safe walking route for us by managing traffic again, this support has been amazing. All
our families and staff who walked with us or supported in other ways. It was a great morning again
with nice weather to make the walk.
I also want to say a huge thanks to Hamish and Billy who donated the eggs used for the breakfast
(approx. 7 dozen). The boys have been selling eggs from the chooks they have at home so it was
such a thoughtful and selfless donation to the school. Thank you boys!
I have included some student reflections of the walk. A couple of the student responses are done in
a Haiku poem format. They all look pretty good and capture the day nicely.
Sleep and devices before bed
I included this information in the newsletter last week, but just putting it in again to remind families
about the importance of routine sleeping patterns. A regular bed time and wake up time each day
is important. We do encourage students to be putting away screens and digital devices well before
bed time to ensure they are ready to sleep when going to bed. In some cases it may even be
required to put smaller portable digital devices out of the bedroom when it is bed time to ensure
devices aren’t used during the night when parents aren’t aware.
Classroom helpers
We are beginning to get some regular helpers back into the school which is great. Schools are now
able to have helpers back on-site in a structured way. We are inviting and calling for any adults/
parents who would be willing or able to help with classroom teaching and learning programs in
term 2. No experience is necessary as classroom teachers will give all direction and activities
required. Please contact your classroom teacher if you are able to volunteer some time in this area
next term. School just needs to coordinate this to ensure we know who is coming and going on
which days.

Tutoring
This term has seen the introduction of some tutoring. Mr O’Neill has been doing this work with
small groups across the school in term 1 with Ms Lindhe back into the school in term 2 to continue
this role. All students involved have had a positive attitude to improving their skills and are working
hard. Across all classes on any day, staff have worked hard to differentiate classroom programs and
you will often see small groups and individuals working on tasks at their level. Our Education
Support staff also provide time to support a range of students across all curriculum areas in small
groups and sometimes 1:1.

Peer Mediation and positive steps to problem solving in the yard

Our trained Peer Mediators will begin their formal work in term 2 where they will be on duty to help
out with any disagreements in the yard. They are very keen and enthusiastic about helping to
facilitate conversations with their peers to help with problem solving. By acting in the role of peer
mediator they are also refining their skills to solve their own problems.
A document we often refer to at school which may help at home is our steps to positive problem
solving at school. We encourage the students to use these steps when things aren’t going so well
with their peers. Ask your child at home if they know what to do at each step. The steps can be
easily modified to use at home to encourage children to use their words and talk about any issues
they face.
BREAKFAST CLUB
There will be a breakfast club Tuesday and Thursday this week, even with the last day of school. I
would like to thank everyone who has been involved in organising and supporting the breakfast club
program this term. If you are available to help out next term please let Mr O know at school. We do
have a few breakfast boxes available for families for the holiday break. This is a small box of food
items which we order each term. If you would like one of these for the holiday break please contact
Mr O.
Attendance
Our final updates for term 1. Remember that we have a school goal/target of trying to have all
classes at 95% attendance for the school year. It will be challenging considering there is still the
expectation that students and staff do not come to school if unwell or showing any symptoms of
being unwell. We understand that students will have those days at home. We are working to
minimise those other days away from school if possible. One of the biggest impacts on our school
attendance rates are family holidays during school terms.
Well done to our P/1 class who have almost got to 95% for term 1. But also had the best attendance
for term 1.
P/1 – 94.61%
2/3 – 93.55%
456 – 92.21%

We had a special visitor to our assembly on Friday. Lynne
was back for a visit. It is always great to see Lynne and any
past staff or students around the school. I was able to
convince Lynne to jump up and do a few little ‘fist bumps’ to
our student award winners for the week.
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IMPORTANT DATES
MARCH
Tue-Thur

23rd-25th

Dental Van check-ups

Tuesday

30th 3 Way conference Day 12-6pm

Wednesday 31st MARC Van
APRIL
Thursday

1st

Last day of Term 1—1.30pm finish
Casual clothes day

Monday

19th Pupil free Curriculum Day

Tuesday

20th First day Term 2

* Please note that Victoria does NOT receive the ANZAC day public holiday that
was mentioned in previous newsletters—sorry for any confusion caused.



Casual clothes day last day of school



1.30pm finish last day of school

Our walk to school
morning was fantastic with
lots of families
participating in their crazy socks to
raise money for Down Syndrome Victoria.
Many thanks to our
Parents Club for cooking the
breakfast and to Billy for
donating 7 dozen eggs.
We raised over $60

Yesterday our little school was awarded the
Sustainability in Education award by the
Bendigo Sustainability group—BSG
presented by Jerry Coleby-Williams.
This award is testament to our whole
school community effort, in particular our
students commitment to being sustainable.
Many thanks to the students and families
who accepted the award and spoke in front
of a crowd (and who wore their uniforms
on a Sunday!).

