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SCHOOL VALUES


Care and Compassion – Care for self and others



Honesty and Trustworthiness – Be honest, sincere and seek the truth



Respect – Treat others with consideration and regard: respect another person’s point of view



Responsibility—Be accountable for one’s own actions, resolve differences in constructive,
non violent and peaceful ways; contribute to society and civic life, take care of the environment

We have had another great addition to our playground thanks to the James family. Last Thursday, students arrived
at school to see a ‘mud kitchen’ play space sitting in the corner of the playground area at the back of the basketball
court. It looks fantastic and the students have already given it a fair work out. Lots of cooking happening in the
‘mud kitchen’, I was offered a plate of cooked soft fall on Friday. Yummy!
Have included a couple of photos of the creation. What a lovely view from the kitchen. Thanks to the James family
for making this possible. I have also put the sensory garden photo back in because it looks so good.

School Values
We are currently promoting our school value of ‘Responsibility’ and talking about how we might show that in our
everyday routines. This week I have asked some of our senior students to describe the types of responsibilities
they have at school and home.
At school one of my responsibilities is the watering of the gardens. This is important because if I don’t, the plants
will dry out.
Liselle – At school one of my responsibilities is to go around the yard and collect sports equipment from the
yard. This is important because some people just leave stuff everywhere, and if everyone did it, the school would
look a mess.
It is important to have responsibilities because when we get older it will help us to get a really good job because
they will know we are responsible.
Maintenance Groups
This list has been displayed in the office area at school. Please come and have a look if you haven’t already. The
aim of this roster is to share some of our regular maintenance tasks around and have a ‘collective responsibility’ for
keeping our school looking good. We will be in touch with families for the next scheduled day. If you can’t make
the day, please try and arrange a swap with someone else in the school. If you are not sure how, please speak
with either Mark Costello, Alicia Martin or Mr O’Neill.
Is anyone able to come and hang up some photos on the wall at school?

Reading Awards
Last week we had our first group of students presented with a reading award for 50 nights,
and we will have more this week. Some of those students are well on their way to 100 as
well, which we will present in the coming weeks. As this is a new process, please be
patient with us. We may miss a milestone or two at some stage, but will always catch
them up very soon after. If you believe your child has missed a certificate please let us
know, we never intentionally miss anyone.
These students will receive an award for 50 nights of reading this week: Harry, Annemieka,
Pippa, Hamish, Banjo, Dasha, Micah, Liam, Zac B, Lexie
Attendance
Last week we presented some awards for high attendance in term 1, it was great to see
so many students either at 100% or very close to it. The almost 100% group only
missed a couple of days for the term. We will have a look again at the end of term 2 to
see if we can get a few different names added to the group. Well done again to
100% - Zach, Ryan, Mikaylah, Jack, Katie, Henry, Eddie, Annemieka, Chloe, Charli,
Banjo, Tilly, Hamish, Pippa
Almost 100% - Daisy, Annika, Jacob, Lexi, Liam, Ned, Miller, Connor, Caileb, April,
Audrey, Liselle, Reuben
Award Winners
Our awards each week are usually based on our School Values of: Care, Respect,
Responsibility and Honesty.
Congratulations to Ryan, Harry and Zach H who received awards at assembly on Monday.
Next Monday the following students will be recognised …

Henry for great work in the 4/5/6 maths class

Jamison for applying himself in persuasive writing

Lexi for great work in reading
Medical Plans
Please also forward any updated medical plans to school to ensure we have the most relevant information
required in case of an emergency.
With all the planned burns happening around Bendigo recently, it is really important that any students with asthma
should ensure they have working puffers at school. Any students with a detailed asthma plan need to ensure
these are handed to the office asap.
NAPLAN
The proposed NAPLAN meeting for any parents who would like to learn more about the testing, will need to be
pushed back to next Thursday the 10th of May from 3:20pm - 3:45pm. I am very happy to answer any individual
queries in the meantime. Testing will take place from Tuesday 15 th -Thursday 17th of May for grade 3 & 5. You
may also speak with classroom teachers if you have individual concerns about your child and the assessments.

After School Activities in Term 2
Sal has offered to run some after school netball sessions, similar to last year, (Net set
go) starting tomorrow, Thursday 3rd of May from 3:30pm-4:30pm. We need a
number of students interested to make this program go ahead.
Please let us know at school if you are interested.
$2.50 per child per session - total of $20 for the 8 weeks for each child. Payable up
front.
Thanks
Mr O’Neill

Unlocking Principal Potential Course
Monday and Tuesday of this week were the last two days in Melbourne of this course. I do have a few Internship
days remaining at Kennington which will take place in the next two weeks. My days away have not been ideal at
the start of this term, and I apologise for any inconvenience this may have caused. I can confidently say that I
have learnt a great deal from this course and will strive to apply this learning at Eppalock PS. As adults, it is
important to role model that we are continually learning.

Our Education week has had a couple of extra activities added, please check them out below and pass them onto
any extended family members or friends that might be interested in attending. Hopefully families can get along to
some of the activities that are taking place.
Monday 21st

Wednesday 23rd

9:00am-9:30am

‘Back to school’ assembly – past student invited to speak.
Stay around for shared reading with the students until 10:00am

6:00pm-7:00pm

We will have our 2019 Foundation (Prep) information session. If
you know of any families thinking about enrolling at Eppalock PS
next year, please invite them along to this night. Enrolments can
be lodged by any families with a new student for 2019.

9:00-11:00am

Will be our ‘Open Morning’ where families are invited to visit our
school to see learning in action.
Students may invite a ‘special person’ along on this day.
Shared morning tea.

11.00 am
Friday 25th

Whole school cultural day organised by our local Koorie
Education Support Officers.
More information and activities to be added to this list as it gets
closer.

CROSS COUNTRY
Next Friday, our Grade 3 to 6 students will participate in the Cross Country Run at the Bendigo Racecourse.
This year we will be attending the event in two groups to reduce the amount of non-involved time for students.
Students in the 8, 9, & 10 years age groups will be leaving school at 9.00 am and returning to school
approximately 12.45 pm. Their events will run between 10.30 am and 12 noon in the following order—
10 years 2000m boys, 10 years 2000m girls, 9 years 2000m boys, 9 years 2000m girls, 8 years 2000m boys, 8
years 2000m girls
Students in the 11 & 12 year age groups will be leaving school at 11.30 am and returning around 3.00 pm. Their
event will run from 12.45 pm—2.30 pm commencing with 11 years 3000m boys, followed by 11 years 3000m
girls, then 12 years 3000m boys and finishing with 12 years 3000m girls.
Travel to and from the event will be via bus and we will be sharing the bus with Strathfieldsaye Primary.
The cost of the excursion is $9.00 per student.
Permission form is attached and must be completed and returned to school by Tuesday of next week, 8th May,
along with the payment. Payment is required prior to the event, and as always if there is any concerns regarding
this, please see Mr O’Neill.

FRESH FRUIT FRIDAY
The Fresh Fruit program continues and we
wish to thank the sponsors of this program
most sincerely.

IMPORTANT DATES
MAY
Thursday

3rd

Pie Warmer Thursday

Wednesday

9th

MARC Library

Friday

11th

CROSS COUNTRY RUN (Grade 3/4/5/6 students)

Tuesday 15th, Wednesday 16th, Thursday 17th NAPLAN
Friday

18th

Music / Drama

Monday
Monday

21st—Friday 25th EDUCATION WEEK
21st

Back to School Assembly
2019 Prep Information evening

Tuesday

22nd

School Council Meeting

Wednesday

23rd

Open Morning / Special Persons / Shared morning tea
MARC Library

Friday

25th

Whole School Cultural Day

Tuesday

29th

Spring Gully Kinder visit to Eppalock

Wednesday

30th

Excursion—Central Deborah Goldmine (Prep-Grade 6)

Friday

1st

Music / Drama

Wednesday

6th

MARC Library

Monday

11th

Public Holiday—Queen’s Birthday

Friday

15th

Music / Drama

Monday

18th

Curriculum Day—Pupil Free

Wednesday

20th

MARC Library

Friday

29th

Last Day—Term 2

JUNE

THANK YOU to everyone who supported our cake stall at the Mandurang Valley
Festival last weekend.
We had an amazing range of goods donated as well as lots of enthusiastic helpers on the day.
All the hard work resulted in $740.45 being raised.
Thanks again to everyone—your support is very much appreciated.
PIE WARMER THURSDAYS
Each Thursday during this term, students are welcome to bring in something that can be heated (in a
pie warmer) for their lunch.
Suggestions—pies, sausages rolls, pizza, left overs etc.
All food items must be either wrapped in foil or in a foil take-away container with your child’s name and
class clearly marked on the outside.
Food must be pre-cooked and thawed ready to be heated—frozen items are not acceptable.
FOR SAFETY REASONS—NO GLASS CONTAINERS

School Bank Day is
TUESDAY
anyone wishing to use
this facilities must have
their passbook etc
handed in at the office by
9.00 am on a Tuesday
morning

